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Abstract

The interpretation of the criminal law is the role of the court in finding the mean of the
words in the law. In order to ascertain the true purpose of the law which leads to the decision
of the dispute to get the exact result. However, Thai jurists still have different opinions on the
interpretation of criminal laws, probably because Thai jurists study the laws in countries which
have there are different juristic methods in the interpretation of different criminal laws.

According to study, it is found that criminal law can only be interpreted as long as it is
under the intent of the law. But it isn” t clear that result in the Thai Supreme Court not having
the same guidelines for interpreting criminal law, both appearing in the Supreme Court judgment.
The interpretation extends the words in the previsions of criminal penalties that are widespread
and difficult to reason.

Therefore, the author proposes that the interpretation of the criminal law, in addition to
the interpretation of the intent, is the true purpose of the law. The interpretation of criminal law
must also be consistent with the intent of the legal system. Which is certified and confirmed
in Section 2 of the Criminal Code in order to have academic clarity and prevent the court from
raising the spirit of the law Cited in boundless interpretations.

Keywords: Interpretation of Criminal Law, Concept or Juristic Method of Interpretation in Thailand
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* Theft Act, 1968 section 4 (1) “Property” includes money and all other property, real or personal, including thing
in action and other intangible property”

* Theft Act, 1968 section 13 “Abstracting of electricity. A person who dishonestly uses without due authority, or
dishonestly causes to be wasted or diverted, any electricity shall on conviction on indictment be liable to imprisonment
for a term not exceeding five years”

*® Schuster, E. J. (1907). The Principle of German Civil Law. London and New York: Stevens & Sons Ltd. p. 58.

* The German Penal Code section 242 (1) “whoever takes a movable thing not his own away from another
with the intent of unlawfully appropriating the thing for himself or a third person, shall punished...”
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““The German Penal Code section 248 C Theft of electrical energy “(1) Whosoever taps the electrical energy of
another from an electrical facility or installation by means of a conductor which is not intended for the regular
withdrawal of energy from the facility or installation, shall, if the offence was committed with the intent of appropriating
the electrical energy for himself or a third person, be liable to imprisonment not exceeding five year for a fine.
(2) The attempt shall be punishable.”

! Japan Penal Code 1907 section 235. (Theft) “A person who steals the property of another commits the crime
of theft and shall be punished by imprisonment with work for not more than 10 years or a fine of not more
than 500,000 yen”

# Japan Penal Code 1907 section 245. (Electricity) “With regard to the crimes proscribed under this Chapter,
electricity shall be deemed to be property”

“ pouwa untiney. (2553). aguanganvazetg saulndunsan. 127 (1908). aalfimansquidnfiuviaass
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5 Philippines Penal code section 246 Parricide. “Any person who shall kill his father, mother, or child, whether
legitimate or illegitimate, or any of his ascendants, or descendants, or his spouse, shall be guilty of parricide
and shall be punished by the penalty of reclusion perpetual to death”

* Vietnam Penal Code section 93 “Those who commit murder in one of the following cases shall be sentenced
to between twelve and twenty years of imprisonment, or capital punishment:

e) Murder of one’s grand father, grand mother, father, mother, fosterer, and /or teacher”

* French Penal Code section 221-4 “Murder is punished by criminal imprisonment for life where it is committed
: (2) against a nature or legitimate ascendant or the adoptive father or mother”
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