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Abstract

The purpose of this Quasi-experimental research were to develop the traditional Thai
group play programs and to study the effects of the group programs on the social skills of
six to nine year old of children with an autistic spectrum disorder (ASD) by observing children
in social interaction, using communicative language and social behavior through Thai traditional
group play programs. The sample consisted of children ASD with difficulties in their social skills
in Songkhla province. The participants were selected by purposive sampling and there was a
total of eight children with ASD. The subjects participated in Thai traditional group play programs
around two forty-five minute sessions in each week, for total of five weeks, The social skills of
the participants were examined before and after launching program. The statistics which used to
compare the social skills scores was Wilcoxon Sagned Rank Test. The results showed that there
was a statistically significantly different at a level of .05. The Thai traditional group play programs
was constructed from a theoretical concept and passed quality inspection, which reflected that
this method was able to develop the social skills. It was also convenient to use because it was
familiar with Thai lifestyle and can be used in varity of contexts, including community, schools
and clinics.
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