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Abstract

This study “Chinese Expressions: The Investigation into the Purposes of their Usage”
was conducted in an attempt to (1) categorize Chinese expressions according to the purposes,
and (2) define, elucidate the origin, and exemplify each expression for better understanding of why
they were used for. 154 Chinese expressions were collected from books, textbooks, documents,
relevant studies, Chinese-Thai dictionary, and Chinese-Thai expression dictionary. The data was
then qualitatively analyzed using the researchers’ expertise and teaching experience as well as
Chinese native speakers’ scrutiny and suggestions. The results revealed five major purposes of
Chinese expression usage: 30 expressions for making complaints, 32 for giving warnings, 28 for
giving opinions, 38 for giving compliments, and 26 for expressing ironies.
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