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Abstract

The ASEAN community has caused the Free Trade Area in Healthcare services. In addition
to the impact on the dental profession, it also affects the higher education institutes which produce
dental graduates in Thailand. Therefore, the Faculties of Dentistry need to prepare all aspects of
the educational administration in ASEAN community. This research aimed to analyse the desirable
attributes of Thai dental graduates in ASEAN Community. Mixed method of quantitative research
and qualitative research were employed. Data collection was performed by 2 groups: (1) quantitative
samples were instructors and dental students in 9 dental faculties and (2) qualitative informants
were administrator of dental faculties, committee in Thai Dental Council, and representative form
Ministry of Public Health. The study design composed of 2 parts; (1) Quantitative study using
questionnaire was performed for surveying the desirable attributes of Thai dental graduates and
(2) Depth interview was used to find the additional information.

The findings were from 882 completed questionnaires, there were 342 instructors and
540 dental students participating in this study. The most important attribute of dental graduates
in ASEAN Community was knowledge aspect (4.58 £ 0.43). There were the differences between
desirable attributes and current attributes in Moral, Knowledge, Thinking skills, Analytical and ICT,
Dental competencies, and Professionalism at 95% confidence interval. Interviewing results showed
that 4 aspects of desirable attributes are Heart, Head, Hands, and Social skills. ASEAN community
that caused free flow of patients, investing in healthcare services and dental professions should
be concerned the equilibrium of oral healthcare services for Thai and foreigners.

Keywords: Dental Graduates, ASEAN Community
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