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Three Thai hostages released

Hijackers free
24 women

e Hijackers warn ‘time is running out’ -

v
Manama, Bahrain (UPIL, AP) — The hijackers of a Kuwaittl
jumbo jet, holding about 80 hostages on a runway in Iran,

said yesterday they wil

1 not back down and warned “time is

running out” for Kuwait to free 17 jailed extremists, Iran

said.

Iran’s official Islamic -

Republic News Agency
(IRNA) said a Kuwaiti
delegation arrived yester-
day in Mashad, in north-
eastern Iran near the So-
viet and Afghan borders,
to help negotiate the re-
lease of the hostages, who
reportedly include three
members of the Kuwaiti
ruling family.

IRNA said the hijack-
ers freed 24 women pas-
cerigers. — including
three Thais — following
talks on Tuesday with an
Iranian negotiating team
headed by Denuty Prime
Minister Ali Reza
Moayeri.

A Philippine steward-

ess, among the 24 passen-
gers freed, said there
were seven to 10 hijack-
ers, IRNA reported.

The hijackers seized

Editorial: Page 4

Flight KU422 on Tuesday
on a flight from Bangkok
to Kuwait, forced it to
land at Mashad Airport,
800 km east of Teheran,
and threatened to destroy
the plane unless Kuwait
freed 17 Shi'ite Muslims
jailed for the 1983 bomb-
ing of the US and French
embassies.

The Kuwaiti Council of
Ministers at an emergen-
cy meeting on Tuesday
evening rejected the hi-
jackers’ demands as
“blackmail” but agreed to
send the delegation to
Iran to “facilitate the task
of the Iranian authori-
ties”, the Iranian news
agency repurted.

(In. Bangkok, Thai po-

lice officials were in-
formed yesterday about
four passengers who may
have boarded the plane
with forged Bahraini
passports, police said.

A senior police official,
who spoke on condition of
anonymity, said Bahraini
officials had contacted
Thailand about the possi-
ble fogeries.

The passenger list for
Flight 422 carried the
names of four people list-
ed as carrying Bahraini
passports. They were Ah-
med Jaber Almansour,
Hamad Aljalwan, Joma
Zaid Alnakhla and Ham-
dan Rashed Alfawar.

No other information
was available about the
four). :
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The hijackers of a Kuwait
jumbo jet, holding about 80
hostages on a runway in Iran, said
yerterday they will not back down
and warned “‘time is running out’’
for Kuwait to free 17 jailed extre-
mists, Iran said.
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