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Abstract

This study aims to understand Thailand’s medical tourism market, which
is one of the largest in the world in terms of the number of foreign medical
tourists and revenues. There are three research objectives. First, it is to understand
Thai medical tourism market. Second, it is to conduct a SWOT analysis. Finally,
it suggests strategic solutions in improving Thai medical tourism market. This
study mainly includes and analyzes the content of reports, newspapers, magazines,
websites, books, and company or government documents issued by governments or
industries involved in medical tourism. From this study, it suggests that Thailand
should enact a clear policy framework in order to attract worldwide medical
tourists such as the quality of medical care, the improvement of infrastructure, and
the competency of medical human resources.
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Uszimnelnegnansusuiiuunasioeieildsuaudeuduadodug lunidede
aggsiaidoe asinveafiwidwlnginanglianaeiBunzfusenuazalsl anseanu
YpInIviDafiIuelsemAlng (Thailand Tourism Report, 2014) izqdﬂuﬂ N.A. 2556
fiswaudneadigasnsrefidnunludssmelngfis 175 &weu Feanslfifasgld
nyuisuluszuuAIpaRagede 23,000 SWUN WATANIBLDDY Health and Wellness
Tourism-Thailand (2013) AaAsaddAeluD w.e. 2560 azinsiiulavessuay
tnvipaflsnsesn@diadu 19.5 &uau Maldannisrieeiisrasegedie 102,000 awuum
Fadumsvieafisadedunuma A lumaiaiuasgiatac o malnaaniduna
AENAITIBUEL  Buiaseuadlugaszeznaiiusmatuemnzadusesinyieaisn
Wiega RN AT TIUNTLAUNANANYINIATINGYIZB1TH (Gross Domestic Product:
app) Tifingeduiususivanuesszma wisdosas 9 vssnelfuazaaliiiandenu
1NNNI58882 6.4 (Travel and Tourism -Thailand, 2013)

Uszimalnasndunisimuidszimasgrensidoaiiorlddszmalngduunas
viosfgafifidnaanluszivanna Tnafnyreauansnsisuinsey 2 wuIBIunan
Usznause mavaadiauisszmalng waz nsznsransviefieawasfim anmsaeedy
Menaaues 2 wihgaunan nllszindnenatsuwnswisafieafildsuaaudsy
ylupaeviosisaifionsinisuuaznasviosfisaifiogsia Suiulivioadisn szuznan
fivinends wazmildanuse Tuesinvieafisnlfifingstiuagemnis sgwlsfionm sanas
Wnduesnsldaesiamvasinveaiisnioiufissfosa: 10 WewSeuifisududuou
tnvipafisiifiuiuieiosas 12,63 wanvidszmdlnenaeifuuwmawioafisdfibule
Wafiudn sefumassiedipmensnufiazifisieuautiviosfisuasaldildhyszme Tavan
M3 sisafisnfionnsinreuasuazylfnanansafisafinnumainnaisunniu
Wislfassunquisnnantszasdvasdnvioadisn wu dnveadleadiegifia dnvisedluads
Mg uenndidadnaindszanivessmaiaundiafiuarsnminsainmiy
Anguauiidauiiininaduissanndildinemamsunnglulssmaiaundigeannuag
mseffienainm dulvgifesseuy (Awadzi & Panda, 2006) Fewgiiniadg
Femszmindefnumnaasnanngninauinvieaiiaadmisumg uazladnassunaeuiiie
WauuanuAmilusuuinsnemsuwmduasdszme  Uszmelnafanuligisvey
wanedsrmadeiwSoufeniuregiaresdssmaiaunues wazidloD w.e. 2560 masy
Fanaulsunedesiidunssuimddelivssmalngnasdugudnatsansviaaien
L"’mﬂ’m,l,wmﬂuqﬁmmal,%s (Office of Tourism Development, 2011)

miﬁﬂma%ﬂﬁﬁi’mqmzmﬁ 3 thzms Ao thznsil 1 Wedwazinananis
viowdlwadesmswmdluszmelng dezmsil 2 dednaedqauds qadou Tonianis
safanazgUassn lagldfuunieszd SWOT way dszmsfl 3 iethiausuuans
witlyiBenagnsamsunaianiavioaisadamauwnng  Tagldi8nsdmagdunanud
Renfiesiumavisafisadensunngdiislulssmalnauazsingszime  wasiayainain
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29U wilEeRun Tepans n3a13 Ataman Hulsd wildouwazionaIvesANAENTY
LASAUIYNUIIBANT

asviefgaBennsunng
mavipadigadansumdidudiunainfifinlnivesensnanssumviesfieawasn
asddinduluszelifdiiun aanmviesiieadenswnmg sunafs dhvieadies
flasuuseasladmmauaniauassgialunisdeniiazsunssnsmensunnganuning
faannsvasauludesema (Jones & Keith, 2006) Youngman (2010) FeyNYTunu
anufpINsTRIMsTiDufisaBinsunndinlanagiisziulagady 5 dwaused wazlud
WA, 2651 waz 2553 1aansgewsminsvioufivaBemawnngduazina 2 duau was
6 AW muATD (Kher, 2006) M3lfuSmIdmsumarioaiisademaunme ueeenidu
3 nau sieil nauil 1 mushdaialy Wy mahity dasnssuanusiiernun agui
2 madaiifianuasududou Wy asshmlsauzide mathdadnelsaila wazms
Wanua e TITHAZNIZAN UAZNANEATNE MINTIRGUANATENMINTIAAANTDLIA dIu
UnvieeiizaBemsunngdauanenuwes Marlowe and Sullivan (2007) uiiesnidu 3 nga
wiu Toun laud nguil 1 galildvhuseiuguam (Adenliitssiuganmmwaziunu
Anldanaiuguamiigs) nqufl 2 fildansnsaldussiuguamls (@vidssiuguanus
wutsziuguaniitiey lildrseunquanldansfifinduade) uaz nguit 3 filsinuinasi
fagvhissiuguamls (Adlsndsvdduaziinsdnmldehumananiuouysziuganim)
AAMNSANBY Smith and Forgione (2007) wudniladefidenanssnusa
mMadenaanuiiviesfizademswnng [dun anwidaegia pssenmameniades ulyue
manguany vaiiadefidenaniznusansidonassuiganuaznanmensunme  Teun
smaldans MslasuRneusy AunmapsIgea wazn3lasunIsuIssnann
l3swenuNa Ye, Zhang, and Yuen (2011) Fnwnidesiladpuazaassriifinasonssgela
Tunmaripafizademawnmgleaifufegrsandnvieadisadniswmdlugesns Tadesag
A ussaelavesinviasfisaBemaunmdeanidu 4 Usan il 1. Tafuusendn 2. Hady
waeie 3daduReshusuanuazan waz 4. Teflansandug 01fl AuanvazTessauil
vioudign szaznandild frupdlunsiuims wazaamneensu3mMs Heung, Kucukusta,
and Song (2010) FAnw1i3esgUasduazaUnuvasmsriaaiaaBensunng  dnsu
suglasd Ao tAvieafisyBemsunngiifisunadeazidensudoyaifeafunsviaaiion
Bamsunmgdsnumenslawan susugunu Ussneusny Taseaeitugu msdasdu
M3y wazasdnans usawdeandusafinsfnuidedesmavieaiisaBenaunmely
Usziiusne Wy dnwasn@smingvesinvieadisadmiswmg anufianala wseqsla
DUETIA WATAINUANFNNNYIRIUETTY
ANAINUMIUITIUNTINDAUNDIN Smith and Forgione (2007) Uay Heung
et al. (2010) fanuiiusanndasiuiaamiassgia 1wy laseadeitugiu Wuiladuiids
astlonsdenamuiivioafisaBemawnng dausuaamwmsu3maiuiladeil Smith and
Forgione (2007) way Ye et al. (2011) wuinduiladendnfivnviaadiisddenmswnngldlu
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MIRTLEenaaUAisILSMINTE wasddidadeifuadasdug lunmsfnmasailas
wisiladpflifgadesiumaviesiivademawmdoandu 2 ngu nauusn Ao Haduses
Usema e ANNLATEFAR (Imm%wﬁugm) U33ENAANNANTiee seideudatedu
mengnng nguiians fie fadpszivesdns (swmenona) ldun 5101 szeznandildlu
AMIIW AUANAITUINT ANTRABUINYAAINTNINNNTUINE  1135UTR9RUANTEY
T3anenUna MIAETIANIRANA (MIlawaN AMTENENNT2IY AMIapaTUIssNaNius)
Tapazihiladumandudnsdilasldduuy SWOT waztiiausuwiniaudlaiywids
nagnsIanaIANIvieefigBemsundvasdasmelng

APUNTNAILNTDINNTYIBLiBABenswnglulssmalng

ﬂ’ﬁLﬁUIWUaﬂﬂﬁi‘ViaﬂLﬁEJ’JL%Qﬂ’WiLLWVIETﬁgﬂQ’mﬁ’JL&%U%NﬂmﬂﬁiaﬁnuLLazéJMﬁ
IS uTiindy a’waslﬁmﬂLamuLﬁﬁmﬁazﬂauqiﬁaﬁmmﬁ@LLaqmmwmﬂﬁu Tng
nzludsememdsWaun  (Connell, 2011) Lﬁmmnmﬂﬂﬁm’%wL‘Bﬂﬁunummﬂi:mﬂ
asimugslfnmaensuddusmsmuguamansnesn DI uuMsu3Msimge
TatviaaiieBensunngldpenediUszandua Wy Innausnsennit sandiusuu
wmmaﬁiasﬁﬂwgﬂﬂdﬂ dlowSpuiivufudsemaiivauiwda (M2Presswire, 2008) uananAL
aoungnunalensueslssnAfaaiRu lunateg Uszne fansdnnia3eesung
anuazaniinsudwliuidian  [dwmaluladviuaizargamemawnnglunisnsiainm
Tusmamssnniifanuasududouldlaeifiduumninyssmealivannuas

dnsuszinalnenisvisafisadennsunmg Tnnsdulafiadueg 19 naawsd
wA. 2660 usuin dnvieaiivadenswmddiulngunanginneglsy widuuaz
MZIUDDNNAY LLazmnﬁau”aaﬁﬁmm Passport (2011) Snurutinvisafisdensunmele
Wisdudosay 20 sruusinamsidapdniumsveadiandemswmeldiutudovas 116
anD .6, 2550-2553 (an3edl 1)

A151991 1 waasEuuTRYiaTiTIwazUSunamsldany s nsunsvinaTisBenTunng

T A fuautinviseiien YSuansldane (§uun)
2553 1,580,000 20,269.00
2552 1,260,000 15,5454.00
2561 1,360,000 12,455.20
2550 1,325,000 9,390.86

fiyn: Passport (2011, p. 18)
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swgfinmsefisndamsumdvesszmalnafindustheianselanliinagiu
Suudnresfisadeuiinanilddts  Wasnangamnuessuinsannng uas
wenafiunslneusuinegsiilon  mstneluladuazgunaaimeanauwnmefiviuasis
wldlunszaunsinm  swdesfeusudiisuazgnfodefiBen (Connell, 2011)
TumanauiueldaaasrasnmludszmalnafisnmaniunndleWisuiueldansnyiasnm
Tudsemeariannudy (@eedt 2) sowgiinveafisndanswndyszanneyanaan
Uszmenmunudmanee dszsmelidagdudildldvhussiuguan dilisnansnlduseiu
gl wiegnkikunaninazsyhsziuganmls ssuaremnlomanazdnsunmssnm
Tusnatsemafidenldanefisini widszuznandmsesumssnsfiaunin (ntemational
Medical Travel Journal, 2010) fifayaszyindnaanudiiarasnisiidnseswnngdlng
ifiuiuiudaanusSavownngludssmalimuiunds  wasuinnenisunmeves
InsAderifisuivyszmeaienlds Fednldidszmalnaiulssmaifinnuiiaminves
UM ameumgduausueg Tuglinaeds smusenupes Health and Wellness Tourism-
Thailand (2013) na1i Fsunalnelafiulonefiazinunsinmamnensunndaesioiilo
Wisldriwnaeiinasyuana walsmenunawnsurssnaldidandunmadysgenn
TumsndnduuloonosuilfAnuadisa

A9197 2 waneAn RIS IIIe M IUIE WS sufisueUseme uae: un)
N3N
NENSUANE
MIVYUNRADALEDA
ﬁﬂaﬁwuaaqu 462,840.- | 462,840.- | 335,160.- | 526,680.- | 1,963,080.-
(Angioplastry)

Tne Aealds | Budis | ulinBln | andgawdm

AMIHNFARI LA WU
YIYNE 414,960.- | 718,200.- | 351,120.- | 845,880.- | 4,053,840.-
(Heart Bypass)

ANIHIFALH U

319,200.- | 462,840.- | 287,280.- | 319,200.- 766,080.-
(Mastectormy)

NINIFANAQN
“ 159,600.- | 223,440.- | 159,600.- | 223,440.- 638,400.-
(Hysterectormy)

AMTHNFRL AU
azlnnidioy 414.960.- | 718,200.- | 351,120.- | 845,880.- | 4,053,840.-
(Hip Replacement)

fian: SureryPlanet (2011)
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Tymenunangenn Aesaegsspalswmenuansuesineiiunasiinnsgu
wazldsunswonstluszivanna Tsmenunangawmdaiulsmennawnsuduihedngd
WiuanushAgigiaesasend fvuilonulsmenuianaiswiseuasnudesg
Tumssniameme gy lsamlasazuzise muwdediomasnmiifianuasiBoawas
fiuasy Tssnenonansudulweslngdauiandsalsmenunalosiam Idnadaunun
masnRiasfifianudsasgmssnsienzmns Ihud Tsamla Tsatszam Tsngudis
upnantudeilsmenunatigeugidelasunsueuiuindulsmenaensusesing
fifigoiduanniigalunaiamsvissfisndemsumdlussiouunmd Tsamenauisilesy
magausuandihelussivinunnfluiEesnaunniasnnsussaugadunsnsainmlay
HUNM93UIBIAANIMAIN The Joint Commission International (JCI) Jaqiulssnenuna
snansnsesudialai 428 Wi wazfimansasnundiassmenfinnnnd 200 dszme
dunulagiady 420,000 austel fypainsmemswnngdie 2,100 au teadaulnglldsuly
Uszmadainsuazsnunseusszsiuumd wazlseme unadsld Global Care Solution’s
Hospital 2000 @uiuszuumaluladansaumenisgunndifinnuazidonuasiuady
gnesnuuuiniieduisanuazaanlunsuiindeyagisuuudidnnsslad  Jeeiu
N3AAABIDIITUATIY  waTYIUINIINIITNIETIB kAT sTUUUF TRl sene LA
stnangUuoy Salunidulsameninageieaieorensge 22 $u wioufiaensa 700 Au
Tau@avhnadled w.e. 2551 Wsliduldmumnasgudesweimslsmeisnawazning
Yanadureeyssineanigainidnaey

aglafiony masassulidszmalmenanaidugudnarsmaviaaiiuaBemsuwnmg
gasgfimaeidy Jounnuihmeaisinisewameduliinasiuameigvienaensu
Tnaiarnzonsdemadaseadusdwsdglunandndunazaduayuniy 2 wulseuren
Usznausiey navipnfisawdsszndlng  wasnsznsrmsvieaiivauazinn dugudiag
nlfnanaviaaiizafisnsinieusazaanavisafisaiiogsnaveslnglszauanusisang s
ANNNBAIIUDRA (Rittichainuwat, Qu, & Brown, 2001)

amsiaszilagldfuuy SWOT dwsunisriesiiandennsunnguaelng
9AuD9 (Strengths)

saudaduanuaunsamaluesdnsfiaziheanunld e lfiudslfusouluds
nagns iy M Idefiwmidendt warmawanwianssn lunsdvestszmalnenis
viosfisaBensumdfiqauds 4 Uszms il

Uszmafl 1 dszmdlngfinnadmemenmawmglunannnargaviwasiinann
Turailigeauiullewssodsuivdssnaluwavaziuan Tssnweviaesined
vsmamasnmfifisnesgiuszaulantuifieunnasy wu lsaila (Cardiology) mansin
1573990 (Cardiothoracic surgery) asy/asudase (Joint replacement) MIENANTERN
(Orthopedic surgery) 15ALA8ATUIZUUNIGFUDIMNTHALENLE (Gastroenterology)
ATasuaneaduITing (Sex transplants) MIENFRFALATINNANERN (Plastic surgery)
waYIUANTIY (Dentistry) &y ASAINNSHNFATAlaRUULNEN S (Heart bypass) Senldane
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TumsSnwmnindealiszanaiosas 42 mnindoans 2 W wazsninansgosnis
10 11 (Surgeryplanet, 2011)

Yaznsi 2 SsvravesszmalnglinsaduayunisvieiipaBensunndodie
Waude Tnsuszauausiudiaiuszninennadiuaneg  lunnstisasuinennes
gramnIINIviaeiies aziiuldannmassimatauideiadsasiememaihenludens
gnsIuiusziwiguifisadas Wy nsenseasnIngy naEnTiouiisiuas
fiwn naviesiivauissznalng wazsnsmstulng

taznsfi 3 Tsunsumensmanafifivsz@ndnmasnesioifios mavieaiivaus
Uszmelnaldidnaniiunmardlunsdainisnanauuuysanmsiiedessunisvioadien
Tupansnedszmea Ingmsvipaiienuisseinalnefindisausneg inandi 18 wisilan
MUIBNUMEE 5D TAUAZANTUTDINEANTIFUUIUNIR 1Y 1309m AL
Tsunsunmnmsnaindmsaaneadnvieeiieailmngluszdufius

Uzmsfl 4 lsmenunaensulutszmalnalaldmnudfgyegrannlusugniuas
mMausnmaReusugn WislignalasuUszaunisalifsuazaiienarnnfum (Brand
equity) B Tssmenuiathysegsladalifiusmasousugnd wu mslusugndfisuuiu
vimsauuamsn  Fhuamsthuazunuelatas ssegnelusnmslsmenunaialy
$u309gndn uenaRilsaneNUNatFeIg SR AN NEzAAULEB U T U
WIWI9AU 5 A U MInwSeaemslaprenialeatdn Jaqtiulsemenunatigensgs
snanIausMInIainmdianlade 3,000 ausetu Ihnansnulaewds 46 Wil uaz 782
LANTRANYN 17 Ui (Bumrungrad International Hospital, 2014)

neau (Weaknesses)

anssududadriniilsioglunsdnauasludodonSouludenagms mavieudiss
Bemsunngvasyszmalnefianseu 5 Uszns feil

Yazmsft 1 euleoieseniiduinasgiu fsudinmmaamasnumlsaazeini
UszmAnz TuanustanaunIgunmnatdiazldmansaseuniosnsds didinvioadiss
Bamsuwmdneanudesiunazdodddnanfistuluamsuaondayannudaclsmeng

tezmsit 2 deddnsuaw psanamwmdanguunulideslaldluyszmelng
Wasnnsmlngainulunmsieaslaelfmmssngwildinieafisndmsunnddoas
AuyaanITunsrieefizaBemaunndAoudneainnn

Yazmsfl 3 aenisysanmislumibpnussnsfisuRnseuauiumaviesiias
Bemsunng Wesanmaviesiivadewmndiinanenmpnudansransanusulaseuiuly
Tumanzaaau FalunsensNansIsags AeEnTmMvesfisuasfim asenswnaszme
wazmaviesfieawieszmdalng ensdfifedam fouasdeinrioufisadamswnng
agldsumanpuaussAsudesgunslifinhsnunaisreulazaiueu

U3znsfl 4 veupauwmdkazyaanImMemMasmeasidnaawluon sy
fosnsvesnatn vlAdasfidesniinsinenegeasededuuildudiazituntely Sty
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Uszwmaifanuiamthmeansunngdainnndn aszaunssnwmeanisunngaesingluilagiu
Toun uanssn NMIMRUANATDIMNIN NIRTIRFTAN FAaENI3afianund MG
Warudee iz maidaila Seedduamamenmawmevhlildasnsaig alidilos
dhausnmlusandigels

lonanegsia (Opportunities)

Tomamsgsnaduanunisaififelszasdvasgaannssuigislfunawioaies
Bemawmdaglushuvdsiiduasuazdedu navoadieademswmdvesdszmalnedlons
953 6 Uszms il

Uiz 1 dszmnslaniufgeongnisuuiindu@ens Jszsnslutugeens
yA Baby Boomer (Uszpnsiifintutrmdsasnsulanasait 2) Wunguiiiineldildas
Toa3ege Uszpnsnguilinazzeugularuslannandasiiiannuaunazassmuinsiu
AN (Yu & Go, 2012) anmadhvsanuindszannsludugeenyya Baby Boomer
wnzludszineansgaudmiitszinm 77 Suau Be¥evaz 12 Hudlildihdssiuganm
(Fraser Tnstitute, 2011) lutszmranigausnmiiogeanymanilildiunsguantned
WINIFBINNIRAZaNALISY  daunilallaenainszuunsguaguainiinanianldsy
TcuAuludneh fdulisunsumavieadfisnBensumefsienldanslunssnwniisni
dowSsufunidssmanziuan vademavieadisasaeiungn fadunedeniifisniy
UazrnTizgeeyym Baby Boomer

Usznsfl 2 szuuasnsnguwdesd unansyszinadeanadssansanuazandn
Tumadnfiemslddnms gy Snguuazuauia Sanauaaumsdnmuinisliguadias
sroznaedullgmafgunnlunanes dszmanauasfuan sagululszmeanigasm
fiszuznanAsensalagwdvdmiumsindaasudo iy 3 daw dawlulseme
wetnelFansefdmiumsnmyssanilas 8 dav vadilulszmAanisenandns
sangwe Tszpznansemlaswdsdmiviieluiidoddsumaidnsiu wu rdawdou
Fowuazazinade 200 T Tumeaseiudhamsshdpsuludssmalngldazaznandia
2-3

Uszmsfl 3 Aanudeemsuimamuanunuludszmens Susnldldgnaiiaems
Uszmnsiugeangwiniu madalufiendidsiufifonlunguiviaunaz fogusae faqriu
AN IfasnsufisnNunafingeiusaznsraelulunngaengueny  eenslsfiny
faznssuiiennunuegusnveuwaulavnamsinesassigunasaslildnssunqulunuy
Usziuguanweny  invioafisadansunnddadoniiazlusunmasnmnlussyszmesnnnd
Snmguanilsonaazinanzdszimafiauriinendelifusnsndednieuinafaenssuiie
Asnaldraudeen

deemsfi 4 waluladfiadivnumadylunsdeasuouBvalng wazananse
AszanEIMEIldpnsdiszanian deduivioafisaBesumdaldurnasanug
innBuAgAUAsTUIUNMs a3 AslagnAnlumsudlaiiavgan
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tszmsfl 5 madamsdasuaznsanssidoudarsdumenguansldgassuae
ANuazeAlTaduA TN ARAIN TR UNTILALYBsEmAseY  ulegheuFuanny
Wy Au naAwn edesdiauazaunsainensunmg uanaAlinIUsuUgeATILILAS
TadamndvilinssudundsuinoaunaziniasiegUnsal vhldrnisitu

gilassn (Threats)

gravinduaaunsaliilifisdszasdlugnannnssudeazyilfifiananuidsemse
AnaREYsannamnIINld (Kotler & Keller, 2006) maviaaifigaiBanaunngueg
Uszinalnefiatassn 2 dszas dil

Uszmsfi 1 Hadeiimuauldls gy anubifedvsnmmensdiosmaludszne
mMIfasaLazMIUNINITANETRAEe SR AusTINTR AnaTRLAUY ST ImARBuTY
(Bank of Thailand, 2009) L2 mmﬁ\‘iLﬂ‘%m‘mﬁmiLﬁmmﬂuﬂﬁxmﬂﬁﬂﬂ@'miﬂmmu
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