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Abstract

This research aims to study the differences of presentation of Dhamma Programs
in Thai television. This research is a qualitative research that was conducted through
Textual Analysis on contents of Dhamma programs by using the following concepts and
theories: concepts of TV production, concept of storytelling, and concepts of Dhamma
propagation in Buddhism.

The results showed that five formats of Dhamma programs presentation
including narration, interview, cartoon, drama, and documentary) had both differences
and similarities, i.e., they were all consisted of theme. These 5 formats of Dhamma
programs requiring to present Dhamma principles that are the teaching of Lord Buddha
in order to foster concepts of Dhamma in human’s living. However, there were some
differences as follows: 1) Content presentation, i.e., Dhamma programs with the formats
of narration and interview presented their contents via narration and conversation on
Dhamma principles and practices. Their distinctiveness was their host and invited monks.
For Dhamma programs with the formats of cartoon, drama, and documentary, Dhamma
teaching was conducted via entertainment. Their contents were general topics that could
be occurred in daily life but they were intervened with Dhamma principles. Most contents
were short stories that could be understood easily; 2) Characters in Dhamma programs
with the formats of narration and interview, storytelling was performed by the host and
invited monks. The program was moderated by using Dhamma preaching therefore it
may attract target groups with existing understanding on Dhamma but may be
uninteresting for teenagers. For Dhamma programs presented in the formats of cartoon,
drama, and documentary, the storytelling was performed by characters and host
presenting actions and results of actions in order to make audiences understand
Dhamma principles easily; 3) For sound and shots of Dhamma programs with the formats
of narration and interview, the presented shots were in the manner of fixed camera with
no movement of camera angle in order to focus on Dhamma mentor or Dhamma
conversation leading to lack of attraction. For Dhamma programs with the formats of
cartoon, drama, and documentary, various camera angles were created to express
emotion of characters with modern editing process to tell stories via beautiful shots with
various kings of sound including narration, conversation, score, and sound effect. These

were important elements attracting audiences to follow the program.

Keywords: Dhamma Program, TV Program Format
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