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Abstract

This research project investigated the cross-border trade between Thailand and
Southern China from the perspectives of the Thai entrepreneurs regarding trading man-
agement, and problems and obstacles.

The 110 respondents were chosen using the purposive sampling technique as
well as the snowball sampling technique. The respondents included 50 export entrepre-
neurs, 50 import entrepreneurs, and 10 experienced cross-border traders. The research
instruments included a survey questionnaire and an interview questionnaire. The data
were systematically analyzed using frequency distribution, percentage, mean, standard
deviation, and one way ANOVA. The findings showed several similarities between the
cross-border trade patterns of problems and obstacles reported by import and export entre-
preneurs. The key findings of the study were classified into two parts: export of Thai
goods and products to China and import of Chinese goods and products.

For the export of Thai goods and products to Chinese, the problems and obsta-
cles were the following:

1. There have been problems and obstacles with regard to the border trade be-
tween Thailand and Southern China. The export procedures were cited as a problem; in
particular, the complex protocol for toxic examination which required the lengthy period
of time, followed by the issues related to imitated Thai goods and products, and the fierce
price competition.

2. The unstable water level of the Mekong River during the dry season has been
cited as being an obstacle to the reading between the two nations.

3. There were problems related the lack of sales promotion to wholesalers,
communication due to language differences, and high taxes on goods in Southern China.

4. Goods facing the problem the most were fresh fruits, as Thai exporters had

to deal with Chinese customs rules and procedures.
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5. There have been problems related to prices and marketability of the Thai
goods and products in Southern China.

6. Export of dried longan was facing quality problem; export of consumer
goods had to deal with problems related to transport and distribution.

For the import of Chinese goods and products to Thailand, the problems and
obstacles were the following:

1. It was found that there have been problems related to the inspection and ex-
amination of Chinese goods and products, followed by the fierce competition of goods,
especially price competition, the high cost of transportation, sales promotion.

2. Poor communication due to language differences was cited as a problem for
traders.

3. According to the Thai traders, it was difficult to deal with the Chinese stan-
dard of payment.

4. With regard to the goods problems, it was found that the import of fishery
goods and cattle often faced customs & duty problems, including problems related to
transport and distribution.

5. For the import of wood and lumber, the problems cited by the samples were
market-related problems; the import of minerals often faced price problems and problems
related to market promotion.

Close cooperation between government agencies and entrepreneurs is needed to
address the problems and obstacles related to the cross-border trade between Thailand and
Southern China; such cooperation is the key to developing Chiangrai Province a commer-

cial and transport centre linking Northern Thailand with Southern China.

mdn:  msnnouau Inedulszmaluaeould, msannmsdneuau,
MIMIGUAL, SUNDIFELLETL
Keywords : Border Trade between Thailand and Southern China, Guidelines for

the Development of Border Trades, Border Trades, Chiangsaen District
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