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Abstract

In this dissertation, three objectives were purposely made: 1) to study the
principles and methods of suppression based on the Dhamma-Vinaya in the Buddhist scriptures and Thai
law, 2) to analyze the states of problem on suppression according to the Sangha Act, 2505 B.E., and Thai
Code of Law on liability, and 3) to propose the model on Dhamma-Vinaya suppression (Niggahakamma)
and Thai law liability. This study employed a qualitative research methodology done by studying
documents and in-depth interviews with small group discussion where a total of 22 key informants
including non-participatory observations was included. The collected data were analyzed and presented
by an analytical description. The research findings revealed that:

1) The suppression done according to Vinaya Pitaka basically refers to the punishment
prescribed and laid down to the Sangha by the Buddha by which it could be judged at the time of certain
case precipitated to arise. In this matter, on the one hand, seven kinds of guideline (Adhikaranasamatha)
for trial and suppression are given so that the accused monks could prove their innocence. This is for the
fairness of all parties and the opportunity to repent and later on return to the monastic community, on
the other hand, the suppression under Thai law is a process that focuses on proving facts and forces
imprisonment if monk does not accept the verdict without participation of the monk in sch a trial.

2) Problems and obstacles on the current law of suppression process are of: (1) a problem
of knowledge on Dhamma and Vinaya, (2) a structural problem of the Sangha Act, (3) a problem of
legislation and interpretation, and (4) a problem of process and practical procedure.

3) As far as the model on suppression based on Dhamma and Vinaya and Liability in Thai
Law is concerned, the body of knowledge gained from the research is named ‘VLCP Model’ by which it
derived from four principles: (1) Vinaya; the examination of a cause done through Dhamma and Vinaya is
prioritized, (2) Thai Law; the trial of a case and then the punishment of such an examined case should
be made relevant to the prescribed Dhamma and Vinaya, (3) Co-operation; the Buddhist Sangha
administration and the nation administration should jointly solve problems where a way out of the
problem should be also shown perfectly and prudently, and (4) Process; the process to carry out the

suppression should be relevantly done according to Dhamma and Vinaya without any conflict with Thai
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law since the informing the case till its end so as to ensure accuracy, fairness and mutual benefit

correspondingly.

Keywords: The Model on Dharma-Vinaya Suppression (Niggahakamma); Dharma-Vinaya Suppression
(Niggahakamma); Thai Law Liability
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