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Abstract

According to the article “Thai popular democracy”, the main purpose is to identify the characteristic
of democracy in different ways such as direct democracy, representative democracy and semi-democracy,
including Thai popular democracy that is currently presented by Thai political leader. This would be demonstrated in
details regarding to the concept and its criticism in order for prediction the trend of Thai political democracy to
come about in a near future.

In classical period, the idea of direct democracy is the most significant contributions of the ancient
Greeks which offered the people to decide on the policy initiatives directly. After that, representative democracy was
begun as a first wave of democracy in the 18" and 19" century, particular in the United States of America and,
the United Kingdom and France, following by West Germany, Italy, Japan, Israel and the country in West Europe
together with country colonized by British as India.

The third wave of democracy had started in the year of 1974 and continuing to 1991, there was a
termination of right-wing politics in various countries in South Europe naming Greece, Portugal and Spain
(1970), Countries in Latin America (1980), and coming after by the dissolution of the Soviet Union and its
protectorate, specifically in East Europe at the end of the year 1980.

Because of the third wave phenomenon, there is a transformation of many states to new democracy,
nevertheless some countries have still been semi-democracy. Take Thailand for example and named as Thai
popular democracy.

Most importantly, the rapid development experiences in today’s world and many countries have been
under the complete democratic government, while Thailand has been ruled by a military junta which are semi-
democracy and dictatorship that is known as Thai popular democracy. This would mean that Thailand
government dragged its feet in the development and hardly changes as unrecoverable country.

Keywords: Direct democracy, Representative democracy, Semi-democracy, Thai popular democracy
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