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Construction of Social Space by the Disabled Person in Chiang Mai *

Pattaraphon Jinasit!

Naruemol Teerawat® Samart Szﬁumnozzg3

Abstract

The purposes of this research were 1) study the process of the construction of Social Space by
disabled person in Chiang Mai 2) study on the result of the construction of Social Space by disabled person in
Chiang Mai. The researcher is interested in two case studies: disabled people in Asean Disability Training
Center in Chiang Mai because the group is fully supported by the government and private sector. Another case
study is the ethnic minority group on a plateau in Tambon Mae-Na-Wang, Mae-ai district who have not granted
in Thailand and are not able to access to the rights and welfare they deserve. The results of the research show
that the process of construction of social space of group 1 and 2 is a result of the need for social acceptance. The
disabled must assess their strength and weakness based on the fact it will lead to acceptance.

The Asean Disability Training Center construct the social space by granting disabilities the access to
participate in the vocational trainings regarding the agricultural production by providing the proper knowledge
and also helping them with the plantation. Ethnic minority people on plateau who were not granted Thai
nationality are ineligible to access to the career opportunities through agencies who normally provide assistance
to people with disabilities, thus they have to make a living with their disability condition as a hired worker in a
limited jobs available in the area. At the same time, some of disabled construct their social space by exposing
their talents through the Church of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, where the whole of village is gathered
together and by actively giving the church their hands.

The result of the construction of Social Space, gauging from the level of satisfaction, is that the
disabled people from Asean Disability Training has high level of satisfaction. While the ethnic minority group
on a plateau has somewhat satisfactory. But they still need the assistance in obtaining Thai nationality in order

to access welfare benefits, especially the disability allowance and facilities made for disable.

Keywords: Construction of social space, Social space, Disabled person in chiang mai

* Research Article from Thesis for the Master of Education Program in Development Education, Chiang Mai University, 2018

1 Student in Master of Education Program in Development Education, Chiang Mai University, E-mail: nunja@windowslive.com
2 Associate Professor, Department of Development Education, Faculty of Education, Chiang Mai University

3 Lecturer, Department of Development Education, Faculty of Education, Chiang Mai University
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