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The Effect of Adapting to the Tourism of Pga K’nyau Community
Ban Mae Ping, Pai District, Mae Hong Son Province

Tanyaporn Natan’ Ajchara Wattanapinyoz
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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the impact and adaptation of the Pga K’nyau community in
Ban Mae Ping under the flow of tourism in Pai, Mae Hong Son Province. A sample was divided into 2 groups.
The first group was 10 people by using the interviews, that selected from 164 the head of the household or
members by using questionnaires. The second was the three community leaders including to the village leaders
and religious leaders by using the interviews. The tools used for data collection were questionnaires and
interview forms. Statistic used in data analysis consisted of percentages and content analysis with description.

The results of the study showed that the arrival of tourists had caused environmental, economic and
social impacts to the community. The tourism policies were beneficial to the economy because it promotes
OTOP products to be more well-known that resulted to the community having more income from the side job
but there are some negative impacts on the physical aspect including the invasion of forests and the selling of
lands to the capitalists. There were also some negative impacts on the socio-cultural aspect and these impacts
have been diminished the relationship of family members, how they dress, and native dialect that leads to the
dying of Pga K’nyau language. The community has adapted by setting rules and regulations in order to live
together peacefully and reduce the problems of incoming tourists by requesting the government agencies to
realize these impacts, to deal with such problems and to promote the true ethnicity in order to preserve the

identity of the local community so that it does not change nor disappear because of tourism problems.

Keywords: Pga K’nyau, The effect of tourism, Adaptation, Community Identity
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