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Social Space and Self Directed Learning Behavior:

Cross Cultural Research (Thailand Australia)*
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Abstract

The main purposes of this research were as follows: (1) to study the Self Directed Learning Behavior
(Both as a whole and 8 sub-behaviors) in Thailand and Australia, and (2) to compare the Self Directed Learning
Behavior between the two countries. The samples were 202 undergraduate students from Mahasarakham
University (Thailand) and Monash University Melbourne (Australia) (101 people per each country.) Research
tool was a Self Directed Learning Behavior test. The statistics used were mean, standard deviation, t-test.

The results of the analyses showed that:

1. The Self Directed Learning Behavior in both the overall and each aspects from the both countries’s
samples, were at a medium level. The samples from Australia had outstanding behavior not only initiative and
independent learning but also creativity, while the samples from Thailand had outstanding behavior of optimism,
initiative and efficient Self-concept learning.

2. The Self Directed Learning Behavior was significantly different at .05 level in overall and in all
sub-behaviors. The samples from Australia were higher levels of Self Directed Learning Behavior than the
samples from Thailand in 6 aspects from 8 behaviors, Except for Positive orientation to the future which

samples from Thailand were higher than Australia.

Keywords: Social space, Self Directed Learning Behavior

* Research Article from Department of Educational Psychology and Guidance Faculty of Education, Mahasarakham University, 2019
! Lecturer, Department of Educational Psychology and Guidance Faculty of Education, Mahasarakham University, E-mail: Kunniga.p@msu.ac.th
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