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The Impact of Public Policy on Thai Modern Family according to
Michel Foucault’s Perspective

Pollada Dechpolmatl

2 3
Sekson Nisaikla Jak Punchoopet

Abstract

The objectives of this qualitative research were: 1) to study and analyze government policy about family
according to power in postmodern perspective, 2) to perceive and understand the discourse of family and
discursive practice of power of family’s discourse, and 3) understand the discursive practice of other power by
logic of the couple who don’t want to have a child.

The research methods were documentary research, in-depth interview and participant observation with 5
couples, who don’t want to have a child by intention, as key informant’s sampling.

The findings of this research were as follows:

1) The policy of the government had supported the discourse of controlled behavior of the Thai families
in both reproduced and constructed roles.

2) The discourse of families in mainstream had been viewed through the National Economic and Social
Development Plan, the population policy, family planning policy, and knowledge about medical advocacy to
the public, family psychology , legal process and religious institutions .

3) In the resistance of the mainstream discourse, the idea of no child family took place in both before
married and after married. The one who does not want to have a child first might be a husband or wife and they
have different sources of idea. The logics supported the no child family idea had been developed gradually from
individual to family, and new logics also were constructed. The logics of their resistance were classified into 5

discourses: new pattern family, rationality, relation, parenthood, and religion.

Keywords: Public policy / Family Thai Modern Family / Michel Foucault
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