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Lanna Folk Music for Classical Guitar Arranged by Manoon Ploypradab* 
Chatchaya  Kanja  

Janida  Tangdajahiran   Veera  Phansue  
 

Abstract 
 The main objectives of the research of Lanna folk music for classical guitar arranged by Manoon 

Ploypradab are as following: 1) To study Manoon Ploypradab’s biography and his work. 2) To study Lanna folk 

music for classical guitar playing of Manoon Ploypradab. The researcher has studied from reference documents, 

Manoon Ploypradab’s music sheet, audio records, his recorded interview and analyzed his published 7 pieces of 

Lanna folk music for classical guitar. 

 The result of the study found that Manoon Ploypradab learnt guitar by himself before taking it 

seriously on classical guitar study and arrangement lessons in additional. Now he is holding the position of 

classical guitar teacher at Siam Kolakarn Nakornping Music School, Chiang Mai. His masterpieces include 

music arrangements, composition and classical guitar performances in public. Manoon Ploypradab is a 

competent classical guitarist and instructor established by Thailand classical society. Since 1989 he moved to 

Chiang Mai, he’s been touched by Lanna folk songs such as Salor Sor Sueng ensemble and later brought into 

his inspiration to arrange Lanna folk music for classical guitar.  

 From the analysis the study also found that width range of 3 octaves uses grace note freely and 

creates additional melody as introduction, interlude and ending. Tremolo is used as rhythm imitation of Sueng’s 

picking. triplet, quintuplet, sextuplet and septuplet are used to create vivid rhythm. Arrangement is a music style 

of popular, classical and jazz mixed together. Chord is normally changed every two beats by mainly using keys 

which open string notes for the smooth playing. Playing techniques include such as tremolo, harmonics, 

arpeggio and pizzicato. Since the melody length of Lanna folk songs is not long, so music form of Sele Mao, 

Long Mae Ping, Noi Jai Ya, Rob Wieng, Rose of Chiang Mai and Joy are considered as theme and variations; 

while Sao Mai is a song form. Perfect cadence, Plagal cadence and special chord progression are used.  

Keywords: Manoon Ploypradab/ Classical guitar/ Lanna folk music 
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