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Educational Choices for Children of Poor Households and Incentives for

Vocational Higher Education (2 years)®

Thitima Plubplueng]

Suwimon Hengpatana2 Direk Patmasiriwat’

Abstract

This paper presents the decision-making of households about the educational choices for higher
education, general and vocational track students. The data were surveyed of 662 students from households in
four provinces in Thailand. It was analyzed by descriptive statistics and probit regression technique to
investigate the decision-making of households about their children ’s educational choices in Vocational Higher
Educational (VHE or 2 years) and Higher Education (Bachelor or 4 years) by testing the hypothesis with some
independent variables. Our findings indicated that i) income was the most important variable to increase
opportunities for continual studying in higher education, but it decreased opportunities to study in VHE; ii) the
increasing in net wealth of households increased opportunities of general track students to continue studying in
higher education; iii) parents’ time spending on child education decreased the opportunities of general track
students to study in VHE; iv) parents’ attitudes were significant for the opportunities to study in VHE; v) the
fiscal strategy for education that proposed the free supporting funds for poor students increased the educational
opportunities and the proportion of the poor VHE students for at least 4 percent (6,000 students) per year. This
means that there could be a 912 million baht Thai public burden and it might develop the human capital of the

poor and reduce the inequality in Thai society.

Keywords: educational opportunity, vocational higher education (VHE), fiscal strategy for education
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