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Nan, the Living Old Town : The Historical and Cultural Identities’

1
Panurungsee Duanhong

Wanee Aujsatidz

Abstract

The article’s purpose was to study the historical and cultural identities of Nan city .This article is
partially studied of doctoral dissertation in the field of sport, recreation and tourism. Srinakharinwirot
University

This study found that there has been long history in the cultural ecology of being Nan city’s context
which was the result from Nan people settlements and its geography. Being the upstream of the Nan River was
affected from the complex ranges of mountain and at that time there had been found the 5 settlements of people
were connected with the river in case of water supplies or other kind of natural disaster; flooding. Moreover,
some important incidents were able to contribute the city’s development in different ages of the history. They
were also involved with Nan’s dynasty and its monarchy, Buddhism, and natural phenomena. For political
history, there were 2 ages found; 1) the pre-history age and 2) the written history age.

The studies found into those 2 identities accordingly; 1) historical identity has been shown for many
ages. The city settlements contributed from physical geography with mountain ranges and water streams. The
city and Nan River have had a deep bond. 2) There were various discoveries about cultural identities; the unique
contexts affected to its individual identities. The national state of Nan from more prosperous neighboring
countries such as Sukhothai, Phukam, Lanna, and Lanchang influenced to be the blended art cultures and finally
appeared cultural heritages in forms of Nan exclusive architectures of Thai Buddhist arts and traditional
heritages e.g. boat racings, religious activities, fine painting clothes and local music instruments e.g. Sor Long

Nan, Pha Lai Nam Lai, King of Nagas as a prow of a ship.

Keywords: Nan city, The Living old town, Cultural Identities, Historical Identities

" Research Article from thesis for the Doctor of Philosophy Program in Sport, Leisure and Tourism, Srinakharinwirot University
'Student in Doctor of Philosophy Program in Sport, Leisure and Tourism, Srinakharinwirot University,

E-mail: Panurungseetanthai@hotmail.com

: Lecturer, Department of Western languages. Faculty of Humanities. Srinakharinwirot University
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