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The Relationship between the Power Use of School Administrators and the
Organizational Commitment of Teachers under the Secondary
Education Service Area Office 8"
Rattanaporn Muangsuay]

Ketkanok Urwongsez Suttiwan T untirojanawong3

Abstract

The purposes of this research were 1) to study the power use of school administrators; 2) to study the
organizational commitment of teachers; and 3) to study the relationship between the power use of school administrators and
the organizational commitment of teachers. The sample consisted of 346 teachers from secondary schools under the
Secondary Education Service Area Office 8, obtained by stratified random sampling based on school size. The employed
research instrument was a rating scale questionnaire on the power use of school administrator. and the organizational
commitment of teacher. Data was analyzed using the frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, and Pearson’ s
product-moment correlation. The research findings were as follows:

1. The overall power use and power uses in six power use aspects of school administrators under the Secondary
Education Service Area Office 8 were at the high level, with the six power use aspects being ranked from high to low based
on their rating means as follows: the legitimate power, the information power, the referent power, the expert power, the
connection power, and the reward power, respectively; while the coercive power was rated at the moderate level.

2. The overall and by-aspect organizational commitments of teachers were at the high level, with the
organizational commitment aspects being specified as follows: the acceptance of organizational goals, the willingness to
devote and sacrifice time to the organization, and the desire to remain as a member of the organization.

3. The overall power use of school administrators and the overall organizational commitment of teachers
correlated positively at the moderate level, with the correlation coefficient of .604 which was significant at the .01 level of
statistical significance; specifically, the power use of the school administrators correlated positively at the high level with
the teachers’ organizational commitment aspect of the acceptance of organizational goals, and correlated positively at the
moderate level with the teachers’ organizational commitment in the aspects of the willingness to devote and sacrifice time to
the organization, and the desire to remain as a member of the organization.

Keywords: Power use, School administrator, Organizational commitment, Secondary education

* Research Article from thesis for Master of Education Degree, Educational Studies Program Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University, 2016
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