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Abstract

The objective of this article was to study the establishment of an
aircraft accident investigation organization and the authority to investigate the
aircraft accident of the Aircraft Accident Investigation Committee according
to the Air Navigation Act B.E. 2497. The study compared the aircraft accident
investigation organization of the United States of America, Australia and

Singapore by researching documents related to doctrines, theories, laws both
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in Thai and foreign languages in order to find conclusive analysis on the
matter.

The study found that the United States of America, Australia, and
Singapore have all established permanent aircraft accident investigation
organization with full authority in law enforcement while investigating domestic
accident including the power to give recommendations and reports to the
government officer concermed to setup preventive measure against the
repetition of the same accident. But Thailand accident investigation authority
was decentralized and distributed to many organizations such as police force,
administrative department etc. Also, Thailand Air Navigation Act B.E. 2497
Article 63 empowered the Minister of Transportation to appoint an Aircraft
Accident Investigation Committee with article 64 giving investigative authority
and article 15/5 appointing Department of Civil Aviation as a service unit of the
said committee, thus the aforesaid committee was not totally independent. The
dispersed authorities such as this would affect the progress and effectiveness
of the investigation.

Hence, in order to resolved this issue, the Air Navigation Act B.E.
2497 must be amended by separating the establishment of a permanent
investigation committee as a section under direct command of the Ministry
of Transportation. The committee would focus only on aircraft accident
investigation. This resolution would make Thailand’s aircraft accident

investigation more unity and timely.

Keywords: Organization / Investigation / Aircraft
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