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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to 1) study various and concentration - distribution
of drama programs on digital television; 2) compare the differences with the original free — TV
drama series; and 3) analyze the role of drama programs. This was a qualitative research
study on Thai drama programs produced for the first time in variety channels on digital
television during prime time from January 1 to June 30, 2017, with the total of 74 series.
It was found that 1) there were 34 original free — TV drama series (3HD and 7HD channels)
in drama landscape and 40 series in digital television which were similar. However,
there were concentrations of a few entrepreneurs. 2) Landscape producer or production
director were concentrated in some producers who produced dramas to be presented
through the affiliated channels of the same company or the original channel that they had
worked with. 3)The form of drama landscape was concentrated on TV serial. Second was
the mini-series and the last one was situation comedy. 4) The type of drama landscape was
concentrated on life drama, next was romance, and the last was comedy. Digital television
added more choices for the audience and better perform the functions of the drama. At the
same time, there were drama producers who focused on producing dramas with different
contents and producers who focused on intense dramas to mainly respond to the emotion

to attract sponsors and audience.
Keywords: Thai drama landscape, digital television, drama programs, drama types, prime time
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