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The Matale, an instrument of the Pwo Karen in

Laivo sub-district,

Sangklaburi district, Kanchanaburi province

Wichet Suddai'* Chanida Tungdechahirun’ and Kanchana Intarasunanont®

Abstract

This research aimed to study the historical background and the elements of the Matale
with the aim of identify the roles of the metale in the Pwo Karen culture. It followed the ethno-
musicological research pattern. The data collection was performed through a field method.
Then, the obtained data was analyzed, and organized by the order of importance. It was found
that the metale was a string instrument of the Pwo Karen in Laivo sub-district, Sangklaburi
district, Kanchanaburi province. It was assumed that the matale was developed from the
mandolin, a western musical instrument. The metale found in this area could be divided into
two kinds: (1) the acoustic metale and the acoustic aluminum metale. The metale performance
was commonly found in this area. Considered its significance, the metale was deemed a tribal
music instrument. Moreover, metale songs conveyed thoughts of the Karen people and
reflected society, nature, beliefs, and love. However, the delivery of education about the
metale to the next generation was hardly found for several reasons such as the difficulties in
singing and in playing the metale, troubled economy, and the change to modern society.

The analysis of six matale songs indicated that the song structure was simple and
catchy. Metale melodies often accorded with singing melodies. The improvisation was found
at the end of the melodies. The major scales were a dorian mode, a major scale, a pentatonic
minor, and a Lydian mode. Moreover, three kinds of melodic motions were found, namely
conjunct motion, disjunct motion, and repletion motion. Also the bass simultaneously carried
the melodies.

Keywords : Metale, Instrument, Pwo Karen
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