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Model for the Building of Consciousness

for Community Development

Arunrung Paphaphasid'” Tiwat Maneechote? Sairudee Vorakitphokathon?

and Wirat Khamsirchan*

Abstract

The purposes of this research were to (1) study the theoretical concepts of raising
consciousness in community development, (2) study the community background relating to
raising consciousness in community development, (3) develop a model for raising
consciousness in community development, and (4) identify the effectiveness of the model.
This research incorporated mixed methods, i.e. the qualitative method which included
documentary research concerning raising consciousness models for community development,
and field trips, focus group discussions, interviews, in-depth interviews, observations; and the
qualitative method which involved a statistical analysis such as percentage, mean, and standard
deviation. The sample group was composed of 20 community leaders who were derived from
a purposive sampling and 254 people who had lived in the community for at least 6 months
before the data collection. The research instruments were a model for raising consciousness in
community development, interviews, a questionnaire, survey questions, and an attitude test.
The findings revealed as follows: Consciousness in community development was divided into
three kinds, namely (1) not causing any community problems, participating in community
developing activities, (3) sharing. In consideration of the system and appropriateness of the
model, it was clear that all aspects of the model were deemed to appropriate and it could be put
into practice. After the implementation, the community had a higher consciousness. The
overall appropriateness of the model implementation was found at a high level. The community
leaders showed satisfaction with the model implementation at a highest level. The measurement
of the consciousness of the community suggested a higher consciousness by 83.7 percent,
which was above the criterion set by the researcher, 80 percent. Therefore, it was concluded
that the model developed by the researcher proved effective.

Keywords : Consciousness for community development, Model for the building of
consciousness, Community
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