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o
ABSTRACT

This article reports on a phenomenological study, which aimed 1) to examine
credit transfer students’ international adaptability during their overseas study period;
2) to explore problems or obstacles that the students face during their overseas study
period; and 3) to identify ways for improvement of the credit transfer curriculum. Data
were collected from Facebook status updates of eight students during their one year
study in a China university and focused interviews. Thematic analysis was employed to
analyze the data. Results of the study suggest that 1) Facebook had a great influence
on Thai students when studying abroad. The students tended to be Facebook addicted.
Facebook was used to portray their lived experience; to communicate with family, mentor
and acquaintances back in Thailand; and to articulate multiple events that resulted in both
negative and positive feelings towards their transcultural experiences in China. Problems
that were reflected through Facebook status updates included lack of understanding
of history, politics, and cultures; lack of pre-departure briefings; and life and education
struggles. The researcher, who also acted as their mentor, used information which were
reflected through the mentees’ Facebook to advise and assist the mentees in solving
problems. Results from the study indicate that credit transfer curriculum need to develop
a three-stage supporting system. Stage 1, or pre-departure period, should provide their
students with psychological preparation and provision of information relevant to history,
politics and cultures of the host country. Stage 2, or implementation period, e-mentoring
will need to be systematically developed. And Stage 3, or post-trip period, in which the
students are provided with chances to systematically reflect on their past one-year over-

seas experience for the true construction of tacit knowledge and real self-development.

Keywords: credit transfer curriculum, curriculum improvement, Facebook, international
adaptability
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