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ABSTRACT

The research on the development of ethnic traveling routes in Chaing Rai province is aimed
to 1) study of primary data on history of each ethnic group in Chiang Rai and to evaluate the potential
province of the tourist attractions, places and communities to promote as ethnic traveling routes in
Chiang Rai, and 2) to develop ethnic traveling routes in Chiang Rai focusing on economic tourism
routes. The research methodology used for the study was qualitative by documentary research,
focus group, in-depth interview and non-participant observation. The results of the study were as
follows:

The primary data on history of ethnic groups in Chiang Rai and the potential evaluation
of the tourist attractions, places and communities to promote the ethnic traveling routes in Chiang
Rai found that the location of ethnic groups in Chiang Rai are connected and can be developed
as new tourism route are Mueang, Mae Sai and Mae Chan districts. The ethnic groups found in
these areas are Lahu, Akha, Mien, Lishu, Karen and Mhong. According to the potential evaluation
of tourist attractions, places and communities to promote as an ethnic traveling route in Chiang
Rai in three districts found that there are 28 tourist attractions that can be developed to be ethnic
traveling routes. The tourist attractions that score the highest is Tea Oil and Plant Oil Development
Center, Mae Sai market and Wat Phra Taat Doi Wao respectively. The lowest score in potential
evaluation is Khun Sa Old Camp.

The ethnic traveling routes in Chiang Rai found that the ethnic traveling routes in Chiang
Rai can be created into 3 routes which are 1) Nature along Ethnic Route 2) Mountains in Ethnicity’s
Lifestyle and 3) Doitung: Hill Tribes way of life. As the result of the potential evaluation found that
every route has moderate standard.

Keywords: development of traveling route, ethnic tourism, ethnic groups in Chiang Rai Province
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