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ABSTRACT

The purposes of the study “Comparative Local Government: Thailand and Malaysia”,
are to do comparative study on 1) the form and structure of local administration of Thailand and
Malaysia, 2) the openness for local resident involvement in communal development in Thailand
and Malaysia, and 3) the characteristics of local resident involvement in communal development in
Thailand and Malaysia. The research methods employed are field study and document study both
within Thailand and Abroad. These documents are such as legislation and acts that support local
involvement with local administration in Thailand and Malaysia. The research had also undergone
interviewing process with keys individual: Director of local administration body at every level, and
the people both in Thailand and Malaysia. The qualitative data analyzed were those collected from
relevant secondary source documents and primary source in-depth interview, group discussion,
and physical observation of the study area. Data is analyzed through interpretation and logical
assumption. From the analysis of said data, the research found that: 1) The comparative study on
the form and structure of local administration of Thailand and Malaysia shows overall differentiation
between the two countries. Thailand on the one hand is a centralized state while Malaysia is Multi
Federal State. The similarity lies in the system of democracy, the existence of congress, and the
division of power into 3 branches of the executive, legislature, and the judiciary. 2) The form and
structure of local administration in the two countries stand in stark contrast. In Malaysia, the local
administration lies at the state administration level with no existence of sub-division body for each
local location. The number of administration division is significantly less comparing to Thailand where
there are administration at each level and size and types. The local administration of Malaysia is
local government (State level) similar to that of Bangkok; dividing to Legislation and Administration.
There is similarity in term of structure; there is a body that translates policy into implementation. For
Bangkok, there are multiple offices that acts and are responsible for each district for all 50 districts.
The local administration in Malaysia, however, has state secretariat office that is responsible for the
lower body at district and sub-district level that directly answers to the State. and 3) On the openness
to participation of local administration, both Thailand and Malaysia allows people to participate
in election of their representative to office. The participation in this election are similar that both
countries directly vote to elect the head of administration (Government) and for the legislature.

Keywords: comparative local government, model and structure of local administration, Thailand
and Malaysia
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