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ABSTRACT

This research project was supported by Thailand Science Research and Innovation
(TSRI) to analyze, monitor, evaluate, and drive the utilization of the research output of 39
tourism and service industry research projects in the year 2018. It was found that most of
the research programs had research output in line with the tourism development strategy
and the national development strategy set by the government, and related agencies. The
most prominent research program was 5.1% and the most prominent was 17.9%. Most
of the research programs were evaluated at a good level and the research results were
carried out in accordance with the action plans and objectives set. In addition, some of
the research programs were models for advocating for commercial use. This research,
therefore, provided recommendations for managing the fundraising process as well as
presenting a model for driving research into useful applications for other research teams
in research development following the various strategies of the country and the process
of driving research output to commercial use in order to truly create value from research
in the economy and society of the study area.
Keywords: Monitoring, Evaluating, Furthering the Commercial Usage, Tourism and Hospitality

Industry Research Projects
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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to investigate the problems of forest fire spatial
management in Shan State affecting countries in the Upper Mekong Sub-region, to develop
forest fire spatial management strategies in Shan State, and to evaluate the appropriateness
of forest fire spatial management strategies affecting countries in the Upper Mekong
Sub-region. This mixed-method research implemented a workshop, a context evaluation
form, and an appropriateness evaluation form. The target group recruited 25 participants,
including forest fire management leaders in Shan State and Shan State Army (SSA) officers
in charge of the mountain areas of Southern Shan State. The data was analyzed by content
analysis, mean and standard deviation.

The circumstances of forest fire spatial management in Shan State affecting countries
in the Upper Mekong Sub-region were reported. Strengths: The leader is a visionary.
Weaknesses: Lack of a forest fire database due to deficiency of knowledge and tools in
defining the forest boundary. Opportunities: Technological advancement enables global

communication and attracts attention from neighboring countries, resulting in consistent
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assistance in forest fire management. Threats: Policy does not support decentralization
and accessibility to management and utilization of natural resources.

The formulated vision was “Shan State: Tranquil, Peaceful, No Wildfire Through
Participatory and Sustainable Forest Management”. There were 4 developed strategies.
Strategy 1: Develop cooperation and an integrated network with neighboring countries.
Strategy 2: Develop a forest fire management system using appropriate information
technology. Strategy 3: Develop the potentials of Shan people on sustainable forest

management. Strategy 4: Allocate budget support and funds for the sustainability of forest

management and forest fire prevention.

The appropriateness evaluation of spatial strategy for forest burning handling in

Shan State affecting countries in the Upper Mekong Sub-region in regard to vision, goals,

strategies, and development guidelines showed the highest level of appropriateness.

Keywords: Spatial Strategy, Forest Burning, Shan State, Upper Mekhong Region
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ABSTRACT

This paper aims to study early warning signs of financial ratios in problematic
companies listed on the Stock Exchange of Thailand. The study samples consisted of 122
companies. The researcher observed 61 companies marked C (Caution) and NC (Non-
Compliance) from listed companies on the Stock Exchange of Thailand during 2013-2019,
represented by group 1, as problematic companies. In addition, the sample group included
61 unmarked C and NC companies, which were considered to be non-problem companies,
represented by group 0. In this study, the researcher used the financial ratios calculated
from the financial statements obtained from the SETSMART (SET Market Analysis and
Reporting Tool) database on the website of the Stock Exchange of Thailand. The study
found that financial ratios were statistically significant for demonstrating the pre-warning
signs of problematic companies. Specifically for three years before the company was
marked with C and NC, financial ratios included debt ratio, debt to equity ratio, return
on equity and return on assets were found to be the warning signs. Two years before the

company was marked with C and NC, the warning signs were given by 6 financial ratios:
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current ratio, debt to equity ratio, return on equity, asset turnover ratio, return on assets,

and fixed asset turnover ratio. However, one year before the company was marked with

C and NG, it was found that the four financial ratios demonstrated as the warning signs

were: debt ratio, assets turnover ratio, return on assets, and fixed asset turnover ratio.

These factors can explain the change in the dependent variable, namely a problematic

company being, 81.1 percent, 83.6 percent, and 86.9 percent respectively.

Keywords: Early Warning Signs, Financial Ratios, Problematic Companies

Introduction

The Stock Exchange of Thailand
(SET) is the country’s largest funding source.
It can raise savings from a wide variety of
economics units such as the general public,
business units, government agencies, and
foreign entities. The companies that want
to raise large amounts of capital to expand
their business or increase production,
therefore, have come to raise funds on
the Stock Exchange of Thailand. Those
companies will sell their ordinary shares to
investors who are interested in investing.
Investors will want to get a return on their
shareholding, or investors may want a
return on the difference in the price of the
securities. The returns that investors will
receive depend on the performance of
the listed companies. Therefore, investors
must carefully study the information of
the company before deciding to invest,
so to reduce the investment risk. If there

are any irregularities in the securities, this

information can also be used to make timely
decisions about changes in the holdings of
the securities. A tool that can signal whether
to continue holding the stock or not is
essential for investors.

The Stock Exchange of Thailand
(SET) has a tool to regulate and allow listed
companies to comply with such tools. If the
company does not comply, the securities
trading will be halted and may lead to
further delisting in order to avoid troubled
securities trading. For the delisting of the
listed securities of the SET, there are rules
and conditions regarding the delisting to
protect the rights of shareholders. Practiced
because the delisting affects the rights and
interests of shareholders, and the liquidity
of the shareholders’ securities. The SET has
criteria for consideration, such as financial
status and operating results, which are not in
line with the SET’s regulations. The company

had sub-zero equity or significantly reduced
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assets. The above criteria is considered from
financial factors.

Within the context of predicting
problem companies, there are several
studies looking at the warning signs of
problem companies by collecting statistics.
These include Altman (1968), Altman
et al. (2014), Bauer & Agarwal (2014),
Altman (2016), Liang et al. (2016), Bagher &
Milad (2016), Bauweraerts (2016), Laitinen
& Suvas (2016), Klepac & Hampel (2017),
Manodamrongsat (2019), Manodamrongsat
et al. (2020). The results of many of the
studies mentioned above can summarize
the causes of problem companies in terms
of economic, financial, negligent, and fraud
factors.

Altman’s study (1968) used the
statements of financial position and income
statements from 1946-1965. He used
Discriminant Scores or Z-Scores, to classify
variables, so to determine the financial
ratios relative to the opportunity for the
business bankruptcy. The study found
that there are five financial ratios which
are important in categorizing the bankrupt
manufacturing businesses and the stable
financial business. It can be sorted by
importance, including return on total assets,
sales to total assets, market capitalization of

equity to total liabilities, retained earnings
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to total assets, and working capital to total
assets. The accuracy of the model being
built at 95% can be considered highly
accurate in forecasting.

Klepac & Hampel (2017) analyzes the
role of financial ratios of financially troubled
companies. The sample consisted of 250
agricultural companies in the European
Union, of which 62 of them defaulted on
debt and filed for bankruptcy in 2014. The
results of the study showed that return on
assets: ROA provided the most accurate
picture two years before the first signs that
the company had found itself experiencing
financial distress. In addition, they also
found that ROA was most important in
predicting financial defaults in the last year
before the company went bankrupt.

It can be said that the company’s
performance is a key factor in its success or
failure and it is also a tool that the Stock
Exchange uses to regulate listed companies.
This includes analyzing and monitoring the
financial status and operating results of
listed companies, which are reflected in the
form of financial statements and financial
ratios.

In this study, the researcher used the
financial ratios calculated from the financial
statements from the SETSMART (SET Market
Analysis and Reporting Tool) database
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on the website of the Stock Exchange
of Thailand. It is public information that
everyone has access to information of
listed companies. There are eight financial
ratios that researchers use in forecasting to
determine whether these financial ratios are
sufficient to signal investors as a problematic

listed company.

Research Objectives

The purpose of this research is to
study early warning signs of financial ratio
variables on problematic companies in the

Stock Exchange of Thailand.

Expected Benefits

The data obtained from the study
can identify the value and benefit of
accounting information for forecasting
economic decisions to users of financial
statements.

The stakeholders of listed companies
can be used to analyze and assess the
company’s status of potential future
financial problems. They can be used for
planning operations or for making economic
decisions.

The investors can consider investing
in listed companies and using it as a
means to monitor the financial health of

listed companies. It can avoid any risky
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investments or for determining the return
on investment.

The regulators of listed companies
are able to analyze the risks of the
companies on the stock exchange and can
analyze the information effectively. This
to be used as a guideline for corporate
governance and control of the damage

caused by financial failures.

Research Scope

The population used in the study
were companies listed on the Stock
Exchange of Thailand, only those who
traded in ordinary shares. The study sample
consisted of 122 companies. The researcher
led 61 companies marked C and NC from
listed companies in the Stock Exchange of
Thailand during 2013-2019, represented
by group 1, as problematic companies. In
addition, the sample group included 61
unmarked C and NC companies, which were
considered to be non-problem companies,
represented by group 0.

The Stock Exchange of Thailand
issues “C” (Caution) marking on the
securities of listed companies. It is a warning
to investors if listed companies have events
that may affect their financial position and
business operations. The investors must

purchase such securities with a cash balance
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only. As for the “NC” (Non-Compliance)
mark, it is the securities of listed companies
that is subject to possible delisting or in the

process of opening a temporary trading.

Literature Review

The determination of the variables
used in this study, was derived from the
compilation of previous studies. Keasey
& Guinness (1990) suggested that a variant
of the profitability ratio of the year prior
to the date of a financial failure was a key
failure indicator. Bunn & Redwood (2003)
found that an increase in capital gearing (the
debt to assets ratio) has the potential for a
company to fail. While the higher liquidity,
as measured by the current ratio, reduces
the likelihood of a company’s failure. In
addition, the low profitability coupled
with the high debt to assets ratio increases
the accuracy of the company’s failure
prediction. When comparing situations
where profitability and debt to asset ratios
were considered separately, the correct
predictions of the company’s failure were
reduced.
Kholisoh & Dwiarti (2020) used logistic
regression to identify and describe financial
indicators and macroeconomic in predicting
financial distress. The sample group

consisted of 23 property and real estate
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companies, of which 5 companies are in a
financial crisis and 18 companies are not
in a financial crisis. These companies were
traded on the Indonesia Stock Exchange
in 2014-2018. The independent variables
have 4 financial ratios: current ratio, debt
to assets ratio, return on equity, and total
asset turnover ratio. The results of the study
concluded that return on equity is the only
independent variable that has a significant
negative impact on companies experiencing
financial difficulties. While the remaining
independent variables do not have a
significant effect on the possibility of the

company encountering financial difficulties.

Conceptual Framework

The variables used in this study were
divided into dependent and independent
variables as follows.

1. The dependent variable is
problem firms as qualitative data. It
represents as “1” for a problematic listed
company and is marked C and NC from the
Stock Exchange of Thailand. Alternatively,
as “0” if it is a listed company without
problems and is not marked C and NC from
the Stock Exchange of Thailand.

2. The independent variables

consisted of 8 quantitative data:
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Table 1 The independent variables used in the study

Independent

. Acronym Measurement
Variable

Interpretation

current ratio (CR) Current assets /

Current Liabilities

If the liquidity ratio is high,
the company has the ability
to pay off its short-term debt,
resulting in more stability
(Bunn & Redwood, 2003; Zhai
et al,, 2015).

quick ratio (QR) (Current assets —
inventory) /

Current liabilities

The quick ratio is a ratio
that provides a better view
of short-term liquidity than
current ratio. It shows a firm’s
ability to pay off short-term
debt with current assets
that convert to cash quickly.
It gives an idea of the true
liquidity of the company
(Zhai et al., 2015).

debt ratio (DA) (Total Debt /
Total Assets) x 100

A company with a high
debt ratio indicates that the
company has a high level
of debt compared to the
owner’s money. In addition
to the company will have to
pay interest. In the future, if
the company has liquidity
problems, it is still difficult to
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Table 1 (to)

Independent

. Acronym Measurement
Variable

Interpretation

borrow more, thus increasing
the bankruptcy risk (Bunn &
Redwood, 2003; Alifiah, 2014;
Zhai et al, 2015; Ashraf et
al., 2019; Manodamrongsat,
2019; Manodamrongsat et
al., 2020).

debt to equity (DE) (Total Debt / Total
ratio equity) x 100

The D/E ratio shows the
risks of creditors and business
owners. If the ratio is high,
it means that the company
has a risk from borrowing
money to use in its business
operations. It could affect
the stability of the company
(Bunn & Redwood, 2003; Zhai
et al.,, 2015).

return on assets (ROA) (Net Income / Total

ratio Assets) x 100

A high ROA indicates
the company uses its assets
effectively, resulting in higher
business stability (Alifiah,
2014; Manodamrongsat,
2019; Manodamrongsat et
al., 2020).
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Table 1 The independent variables used in the study

Independent
Variable Acronym Measurement Interpretation

return on equity (ROE) (Net Income / The ROE ratio reflects
ratio Shareholders’ equity) ~ the management’s ability
x 100 to generate returns to the
shareholders who own the
business. The high ROE
indicates the company is
highly profitable, resulting
in a higher stability of
the company (Maricica &
Georgeta, 2012; Zhai et al,,

2015).
assets turnover (AT) Sales / Total Assets Itis a ratio that represents
ratio the efficiency of the use of

all assets of a company to
generate income relative to
sales. If the asset turnover
ratio is low, the company
may not fully use its existing
assets. If a high asset
turnover ratio indicates that
the company is efficient in
utilizing assets and using
the asset effectively (Alifiah,
2014; Manodamrongsat,
2019; Manodamrongsat et
al,, 2020).
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Table 1 (to)
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Independent
. Acronym Measurement Interpretation
Variable
fixed asset (FT) Sale / total fixed asset It is a ratio that shows the

turnover ratio

efficiency of the company in
using its fixed assets. If the
value is low, it is likely that
the entity has some fixed
assets that do not generate
income. The company may
consider selling to reduce
expenses and then use the
money to buy other fixed
assets or invest in other parts
(Zhai et al., 2015).

Methodology

After all the data has been collected,
the researcher will use a statistical package
to analyze the data. The samples were
divided into 2 groups. The first group were
problem firms and were C and NC marked
by the Stock Exchange of Thailand. The
other group is a collection of non-problem
firms and is not marked with C and NC from
the Stock Exchange of Thailand. Therefore,
the logistic regression analysis techniques

were selected.

Research Instrument

This research uses secondary data
from the financial statements and financial
ratios of listed companies on the Stock
Exchange of Thailand. The data were
collected for 3 years before the company
was posted on the C and NC marks from
22/2/2013 to 9/4/2019. The financial
statements and financial ratios are collected
from the SETSMART (SET Market Analysis
and Reporting Tool), which is a database

service of the Stock Exchange of Thailand
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online. The researcher collates the data in
Microsoft Excel and analyzes the data.
This study collected company
data for each unit pair. Then the data
was analyzed for the past, divided into
1-year, 2-years, and 3-years before being
announced on the C and NC signs. This is
to use statistical testing to determine which
financial ratio indicators will be effective
and accurate in forecasting problematic

companies of listed companies.

Results Conclusion and Discussion
1. Results Conclusion

A study of the warning signs of C
and NC markings of the Stock Exchange of
Thailand from 8 independent variables of
financial ratios. The research results are as
follows.

1.1 The multicollinearity test
is a test of the relationship of each
variable. The Pearson product-moment
correlation coefficient was used to detect
multicollinearity. A simple correlation matrix
was used between the 8 independent
variables to prevent the variables from being
completely correlated with themselves.
Kennedy (1998) and Midi et al. (2010)
estimated the absolute value of 0.8 or 0.9
of the correlation coefficient. Therefore,

the researcher has set the criteria for the
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detection of multicollinearity according
to the criterion. That is, if the correlation
is ereater than 0.80 or -0.80, then those
variables are completely correlated with
themselves.

From examining the
multicollinearity problem of all 8
independent variables, it was not found
that independent variables were highly
correlated. The researcher used a total of
8 independent variables for further analysis.

1.2 The verification of the
suitability of the Logistic Response Function
based on the Nagelkerke R Square or
Pseudo R Square statistic. The resulting
value indicates a proportion or percentage
that can explain variations in the Logistic
Response Function (Ghozali, 2006; Okwoche
et al., 2015; Sari & Dwirandra, 2019;
Herliansyah et al., 2020; Manodamrongsat,
2019; Manodamrongsat et al., 2020).

3-years before being marked
Cand NC, this had a Nagelkerke R Square of
0.490. It meant that the variation in which
the independent variable can be described
is 49.0%, while the remaining 51.0% is the
result of variables outside the research
model.

2-years before being marked
Cand NC had a Nagelkerke R Square statistic

of 0.636. It represents a predictive model
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that was able to explain the variation of the
dependent variable as 63.6%

1-year before being marked
C and NC, this had a Nagelkerke R Square
statistical value of 0.714. It represents a
predictive model that was able to explain
the variation of the dependent variable
equal to 71.4%.

A validation of the suitability
of the Logistic Response Function,
considering the Model’s Chi-square value
approaching 0, indicates that the Logistic
Response Function equation is appropriate
(Manodamrongsat, 2019; Herliansyah et al.,
2020; Manodamrongsat et al., 2020).

3-years before being marked
C and NG, this had Model’s Chi-square of
55.918 and significant of 0.000.

2-years before being marked
C and NG, this had Model’s Chi-square of
79.002 and significant of 0.000.

1-year before being marked
C and NG, this had Model’s Chi-square of
93.543 and significant of 0.000.

When considering test
statistics Hosmer-Lemeshow, it is significantly
greater than the 0.05 level, which indicates
that the Logistic Response Function
equation is appropriate (Herliansyah et al.,
2020; Manodamrongsat et al., 2020).

NIATIYIVAYNILUAT A1V UYwemansuazdnuaans

3-years before being marked
C and NC, the statistical test of Hosmer-
Lemeshow has a significant value of 0.543.
2-years before being marked C and NC, the
statistical test of Hosmer-Lemeshow has a
significant value of 0.210.

1-year before being marked
C and NC, the statistical test of Hosmer-
Lemeshow has a significant value of 0.437.

1.3 The computation of the
forecast probability of the model was the
percentage correct prediction between the
predicted value and the observed value. If
the percentage correct prediction is high,
the model has good forecasting accuracy.

From table 2, it is found
that the Logistic Response Function has the
ability to accurately predict the likelihood
that the company will encounter problems
and be marked with C and NC.

In the third year before
companies were C and NC marked, they had
the overall correct forecast percentage of
81.1% (99 companies). It shows the ability
to predict 83.6% of companies that are not
problematic and not marked C and NC (51
companies). It has 78.7% (48 companies)
accurate forecasting of problem companies
and marked with C and NC.
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In the second year before
C and NC were marked, it had an overall
correct forecast percentage of 83.6%
(102 companies). The ability to forecast
companies that are not problematic and
not marked C and NC are 88.5% accuracy
(54 companies). It is capable of accurately
forecasting 78.7% (48 companies) of the

problem companies and marked C and NC.
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Inyear 1 before the company
was marked C and NC, it had an overall
correct forecast percentage of 86.9% (106
companies). It has the ability to accurately
predict 90.2% (55 companies) of companies
that have no problems and are not marked
with C and NC. The forecasting ability of
problematic companies and marked C and

NC is 83.6% correct (51 companies).

Table 2 Testing the Accuracy of Models in Forecasting Problem Firms (The cut value is .500)

Year before the sign C and NC

Predicted of 3-year

Predicted of 2-year

Predicted of 1-year

Observed Non- Problem Non- Problem Non- Problem
Problem firms Problem firms Problem firms
firms firms firms
Non-problem 51 10 54 7 55 6
firms (83.6%) (16.4%) (88.5%) (11.5%) (90.2%) (9.8%)

Problem firms 13 48 13 48 10 51

(21.3%) (78.7%) (21.3%) (78.7%) (16.4%) (83.6%)
Overall 99 102 106
(81.1%) (83.6%) (86.9%)
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1.4 Binary Logistic Regression
Analysis

The researcher used data
from 8 independent variables of the
financial ratios of problematic companies
and marked C and NC. The data was divided
into 3 groups: 3-years before being marked
C and NC, 2-years before being marked C
and NC, and 1-year before being marked C
and NC.

In describing the relationships
of variables, it can be determined from the
calculated coefficient. The sign can describe
the relationship of the variable. If the sign
in front of the variable is positive, it means
that if the company has increased the value
of this variable, the chances of membership
of group 1 or the chances of becoming a
problematic company and marked C and
NC are increased. On the other hand, if
the sign in front of a variable is negative, it
means that if the company has an increased
value of that variable, the chances of being
a member of group 0 or the likelihood of
being a company that is not problematic
and not marked C and NC will increase.

From table 3, the research
results showed that 3 years before becoming

a problematic company and marked C
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and NC, there were 3 financial ratios that
positively correlated with the warning signs
of problematic firms and marked C and
NC; debt ratio (DA), debt to equity ratio
(DE),

return on assets ratio (ROA) was negatively

return on equity ratio (ROE). The

correlated with the warning signs of problem
companies and marked C and NC.

2 years before companies
were C and NC marked, there were 4 financial
ratios that were positively correlated with
warning signs of a problematic company
and marked C and NC; current ratio (CR),
debt to equity ratio (DE), return on equity
ratio (ROE), and assets turnover ratio (AT).
The return on assets ratio (ROA), fixed asset
turnover ratio (FT) has a negative correlation
with the warning signs of a problematic
company and marked C and NC.

1 year before the company
was marked C and NC, there were 2 financial
ratios that were positively correlated with
warning signs of a problematic company and
marked C and NC; debt ratio (DA), assets
turnover ratio (AT). The return on assets ratio
(ROA), fixed asset turnover ratio (FT) has a
negative correlation with the warning signs
of a problematic company and marked C
and NC.
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Table 3 Variables in the Equation
Year before the sign C and NC
3-year 2-year 1-year
B Wald Sig. Exp(B) B  Wald Sig. Exp(B) B  Wald Sig. Exp(B)
CR -281 1742 187 755 .188 4.454 **035 1.207 .065 235 .628 1.068
QR 486 2889 .089 1.626 -046 1.106 .293 955 669 2586 .108 1.953
DA .021 4482 **034 1.021 .003 .110 .740 1.003 .023 3902 **048 1.023
DE .005 13.165 **.000 1.005 .005 7.739 **005 1.005 .001 1259 .262 1.001
ROA -101 19.427 **000 .904 -234 30.381 **.000 .792 -276 31.686 **.000 .759
ROE 013 4192 **041 1.013 .018 10.826 **.001 1.018 .007 1.156 .282 1.007
AT -133 148 700 .876 1.526 4914 **027 4.599 2.831 9.288 **.002 16.964
FT -006 .027 .868 994 -476 4.427 **035 .621 -596 3923 **048 .551
Constant -1.715 6.604 .010 .180 -1.523 6.357 .012 .218 -3.494 18.787 .000 .030

**significant at the 0.05

2. Discussion

The financial statement analysis
is @ method of evaluating an entity’s
performance from the financial statements
of a business and from those of the same
industry. The objective of the financial
statement analysis is to find facts about
the financial position and operating results
of the entity that has operated for each
accounting period. The executives, creditors,
investors, and related parties can use such
factual information in making operational
decisions.

The financial ratios are the key to
identifying opportunities for a problematic

company and are marked C and NC. Before

the company was marked C and NC, it
needed to have a high debt ratio compared
to total assets and a high debt ratio
compared to equity in order to use a portion
of the loan, so to improve the liquidity of
the company. Therefore, the current ratio
was positively correlated with the alarm
two years before the company became
a problematic company and was marked
with C and NC. It implies that a company
with a large portion of its capital from
leverage will create contingent obligations
and risks to future ventures. The chances of
a company experiencing a financial failure
are high (Bunn & Redwood, 2003; Maricica
& Georgeta, 2012; Alifiah, 2014; Ashraf &
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Serrasqueiro, 2019; Manodamrongsat et al,,
2020).

Before a company became a
problematic company and was marked C
and NC, it had a low return on asset ratio.
Since the company has a loss of operating
results, the shareholders’ equity, which is
the denominator, is reduced. This results in
the company having a high return on equity
ratio. It implies that for a company with a
low return on assets ratio, the likelihood
that the company will suffer a financial
failure is high (Bunn & Redwood, 2003;
Maricica & Georgeta, 2012; Alifiah, 2014;
Manodamrongsat et al., 2020).

Before becoming a problematic
company and was marked C and NC, the
company had a high asset turnover ratio.
It demonstrates the efficiency and cost-
effectiveness of the company’s assets
(Alifiah, 2014; Manodamrongsat et al., 2020).
When considering the efficiency of a firm’s
fixed assets, it is low. This indicates that the
company has a high level of efficiency in
total assets, but the efficiency of fixed assets
is low, the likelihood of a financial failure
is high. It is possible that the company has
some fixed assets that do not generate
income.

Zhai et al. (2015) said corporate

borrowing could increase the return on

NIATIYIVAYNILUAT A1V UYwemansuazdnuaans

equity. The operations of the company
come from massive loans. The company
risks bankruptcy, if the company is unable to
pay the debt and cannot find a new lender
in the future.

It is noteworthy that a lower
return on assets ratio (ROA) is a strong
indicator of a warning signal in 3-years,
2-years, and 1-year before companies were
C and NC marked. It is consistent with the
research of Manodamrongsat et al. (2020).
Klepac & Hampel (2017) also found that
return on assets (ROA) provides the most
accurate picture two years before the first
sign that the company finds itself as a
problematic company. They found that ROA
was most important in forecasting financial

defaults in the last year before bankruptcy.

Suggestions and Recommendations
This study used only financial ratios
to find factors that could indicate the
warning signs of a problematic company
in 3-years, 2-years, and 1-year before
companies were C and NC marked. These
factors can explain the change in the
dependent variable, namely a problematic
company, 81.1 percent; 83.6 percent, and
86.9 percent respectively. This suggests that
these factors can only describe a part of a

problematic company. There are also other
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independent variables that can explain a The researchers did not analyze
problematic company, such as the Gross companies in each industry. If the next
Domestic Product (GDP), the interest rate,  research is analyzed by industry with more
and the inflation rate. It can associate historical data collected to study trends in
macroeconomic factors with micro-financial ~ data change from year to year. The results
data. This may lead to more effective  of the study may be more accurate.

information on financial failures.
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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to study: 1) The people’s behavior, adaptation,
and learning towards the New Normal lifestyle during the Covid-19 pandemic on the
aspects of the economy, health, society and environment, IT usage, and education. 2)
People’s anxiety during the Covid-19 pandemic 3) Develop the knowledge-creation model
for people’s adaptation to the New Normal lifestyle, and 4) Present the preventive and
integrated measures among Rajabhat Universities and involved local agencies. This research
was survey research and by mixed methods, both quantitative and qualitative. For the quantitative
data, the sample consisted of 400 samples, selected by a simple random sampling method. The
data were collected through questionnaires and assessment forms and was analyzed by a computer
software program. Percentage and frequency were used to describe the data. For the qualitative
data, 21 key informants were selected and collected through in-depth interviews. The data were
analyzed by using content analysis.

The results of this study found that: 1) People’s behavior, adaptation, and learning
during the Covid-19 pandemic were impacted on the economy, health, society and
environment, IT usage, and education. 2) People’s anxiety during the Covid-19 pandemic
was found in five aspects: the economy, health, society and environment, IT usage, and
education. People have developed continuous anxiety and tiredness from caring for their

family members. 3) For the development of learning behavior over the New Normal, was



54

Uil 16 aufl 2 (nsngAx - Surem 2564)

NIATIYIVAYNILUAT A1V UYwemansuazdnuaans

found in six aspects: the economy, mental and physical health, society and environment,

continuous following of the news, usage of communicative devices, students’ education

and innovation. 4) The guidelines for preventive and integrated measures among Rajabhat

Universities and involved agencies in Nakhon Nayok were emphasized for future planning,

strengthening communities, and the call for the government to assist with occupational

training for the local people.

Keywords: Covid-19 Virus, Pandemic, Behavior, Adaptation, Learning
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ABSTRACT

The hero’s journey from the mythology to the movies with folkloristic overview
has found that Frozen 2 is presented in line with the complete, twelve steps in which
Christopher Vogler draws on Joseph Campbell’s theory of “The Hero’s Journey” to
analyze the present popularity of screenwriting. The information in the story also indicates
that the author was inspired by many parts of mythology including the Fifth Spirit as a
bridge connecting humans with the forces of nature, etc. Moreover, the storyline with
the adventures of heroes in mythology and information taken from it for the benefit of
presentation is part of the transformation of the mythological narrative to the presentation
of the story through the movie. Though the mythology is still incomplete in essence, the
movie purposive conveyance is apparent to show us not merely courageous acts but also
the sacrifice for the common good that guides the spiritual development of humankind
to lead us on our journey toward the ultimate goal in life.

Keywords: Journey, Hero, Mythology, Movies , Folklore, Frozen
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AdAgy: 15AlAIA-19 N1SUNTITZUIN NANTIUNISIETIN N15USURD Faln

ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study people’s adaptation towards the New Normal
lifestyle during the Covid-19 pandemic on the aspects of the economy, health, society
and environment, IT usage, and education. The research utilized a Quantitative method.
448 households in Nonthaburi were multi-randomly selected to answer the questionnaires.
The obtained data were analyzed by percentage and frequency. The results: In economic
adaptation, 87.28% of the households did not create new occupations, 47.32% were
affected in business operations, 88.11% got self-improvement by online learning, 87.05%
cooked by themselves, 83.93% had a plan about money, and 62.50% had a plan about
occupation. In health adaptation, more than 80% of the households always ate freshly
cooked food, wore masks, and washed their hands with water and soap or alcohol gel. In
social adaptation, 71.87% of the households participated in family activities whereas 50.45%
participated in community activities decreasingly. In information technology adaptation,
47.10 of the households had self-learning about the use of communication devices. In
education adaptation,81.27%of the households never hired tutors for their children, and
41.70% managed family members’ time to teach or care for children.

Keywords: Covid-19 virus, Pandemic, Behavior, Adaptation, New normal
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ABSTRACT

Internal quality assurance is the creation of systems for development. Monitoring
and evaluating the operations of higher education institutions in accordance with the
policy and quality levels according to standards set by educational institutions and
affiliated agencies. The agency and educational institutions establish a quality assurance
system within educational institutions. It shall be deemed that internal quality assurance
is an integral part of the educational administration process that must be carried out on
an ongoing basis, which is an internal quality assessment report to be submitted to the
Council of Institutions” agency and related agencies to consider and disclose to the public
to lead to the development of educational quality and standards and to support external
quality assurance.

This research aims to develop a database program for educational quality assurance
for the curriculum. Faculties and universities will use the system to collect documents
and evidence systematically. The efficiency of the system was assessed by 3 experts and
55 system users from the course and faculty levels.

The results of the evaluation of the system’s efficiency from 3 experts, the overall
assessment result was an average of 4.46 and a standard deviation of 0.21, and the overall
satisfaction from the experts was at a very satisfactory level.

The results of the satisfaction assessment of the system by 55 users showed that
the overall assessment result was an average of 4.54, with a standard deviation of 0.50,
and the overall satisfaction of the users was at the level most satisfied

Keywords: System Development, Storage Documents Database, Quality Assurance,
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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study are as follows: 1) Study the importance of the factors
affecting the decision to choose raw material suppliers of Thai dessert community
enterprises. and 2) Evaluate the Suppliers’ Evaluation and Selection of Thai dessert
community enterprises. There are five factors defined as follows: (1) service; (2) delivery;,
(3) reliability;(4) quality; and (5) price. The sample used in the research was done using
purposive selection. Similar characteristics are three raw material suppliers in Nakhon Nayok
Province. Using research tools such as questionnaires and Microsoft Excel programs, the
data were analyzed using the Analytic Hierarchy Process (AHP) technique.

The results showed that: 1) Priority of factors affecting the decision to select
raw material suppliers of Thai dessert community enterprises. Sorted from most to
least: (1) service; (2) delivery; (3) reliability; (4) quality; (5) price; and 2) Evaluation of the
delivery model selection of the Thai dessert community enterprises. Priority, relationship,
prioritization, choice, service is 58 percent, delivery is 18 percent. and reliability is 14
percent, quality is 6 percent, and price is 4 percent respectively.

Keywords: Suppliers, Supplier Evaluation, Supplier Selection, Analytic Hierarchy Process
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ABSTRACT

The objective of the study was to enhance English grammatical competence and
written performance for first-year non-English major undergraduate students pursuing
their first degree at the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Phranakhon Rajabhat
University through a self-instructional package coupled with process-based writing. Research
participants included 30 EFL students from 3 different academic concentrations: business
Chinese, community development, and political science. Instruments for data collection
comprised a pretest, a posttest, a self-instructional package, and a writing checklist. The
self-instructional package included two parts. The first part deal with English grammatical
elements needed for writing well-formed sentences. The second part involved an
organization of a paragraph and a process of paragraph writing. The findings revealed
that after implementing the self-instructional package, research participants were able to
write grammatically correct sentences in English. Their posttest scores were higher than
the pretest scores at a significance level of .05. The results of the study also showed that

participants were able to write basic English texts at a paragraph level.
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Introduction

Obviously, grammar is considered
well-formed, conventional patterns in
language. It is a syntactic system that
determines the orders and patterns in
which words are organized in sentences.
Every sentence resulted from the correct
combination of every single unit of linguistic
(grammatical) elements. Grammar also
indicates which elements are important to
the appropriate and accurate interpretation
of spoken and written discourse. It is
considered a useful tool for the creation
and comprehension of written and oral
discourse as well. Grammar helps learners
discover the nature of language—the
predictable patterns that make what we
hear, say, read, and write intelligible. It
is “the weaving that creates the fabric”
(Azar, 2007). Without an understanding of
grammar, a communication breakdown
may arise. Due to its importance, grammar
teaching is still part of language learning
courses and materials. Most L2 courses
and materials have been included with
grammatical rules and ample exercises to
foster learners’ linguistic competence and

performance.

Concepts of a Grammatical Framework
According to Larsen-Freeman
(2014), language constructions are the
interconnection of three dimensions,
including structure, semantics, and
pragmatics. A structure or form refers to
lexicogrammar patterns (the relation of
grammar to words) and morphosyntactic
forms (the sets of rules that govern linguistic
units). Both determine how language
learners put together linguistic elements
into a particular well-formed construction
and how they arrange those elements in the
correct order with other constructions in a
sentence or text. Semantics explains what
language learners know about the meaning
of a grammar construction or usage of a
certain grammatical structure. The meaning
can be lexical or grammatical. Pragmatics
describes the appropriate use of language
in different contexts. The context can be
either social (the use of language depends
on a speaker-listener relationship, or the
setting) or linguistic discourse co-text (the
linguistic units that precede or follow a
certain structure in the discourse, or how

a particular genre or register influences the
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use of a construction). To be effective in
communication, it is necessary for language
learners to understand the three linguistic

dimensions.

Concepts of L2 Writing

Writing is perhaps the most difficult
and challenging skill for foreign language
learners to acquire because it is both
more complex and more abstract than
talk (Gunning, 1998). It is definitely hard
work (Emmons, 2003) which could cause
learners to experience physical and mental
suffering (Parker, 1993). Palmer, Hafiner, &
Sharp (1994) also asserts that: “Writing is
difficult to learn because authors should
utilize a process that includes planning,
organizing, and revising to present meaning
in word form.” Difficulties and challenges
resulted from the incompetence of the L2
linguistic system. New language learners
are more likely to encounter problems in
writing from the very first step of writing to
the last; they do not know how to generate
ideas, translate them into understandable
utterances, and organize them into a well-
formed English text. According to Canale and
Swain (1980), writing is also considered an
active or productive skill that require both
strong efforts and an understanding of L2

linguistic competence in terms of language
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patterns or rules (grammar), genre and
rhetorical patterns (discourse), appropriate
use of L2 (sociolinguistic), and strategic use
of L2 when encountering communication
problems (strategic). Most L2 learners often
experience greater difficulties when writing
in L2. The less they have L2 proficiency, the
more writing challenges they encounter.
In dealing with L2 written tasks, it
is necessary for language learners to utilize
their L2 competence in terms of low- and
high-level skills in writing. The low-level
skills include, for example, grammatical
rules, writing mechanics, and word choices.
The high-level skills consist of planning
and organizing ideas. When composing L2
written texts, it is necessary for writers to
utilize their prior knowledge to construct
meaning through writing. Writing genres do
not develop in a vacuum; they are socially
constructed to meet the writers’ particular
purposes and audience’s needs as well.
To have better understanding and respond
to the expectations of writing purposes,
teachers should explain how and why
texts are structured in certain ways and
how those structures work to support the
readers’ comprehension of written texts.
Having realized the features of writing
genres, students can organize the L2 written

texts well, understand the communicative
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purpose of a genre, and become more
aware of the reader’s expectations of a text.

Writing deals mainly with a system
of written symbols, representing sounds,
syllables, words, with different writing
mechanics, including capitalization, spelling,
punctuation, form, and meaning. To be
effective in writing, students need to know
how to write with well-formed sentence
structures, correct grammatical rules and
writing mechanics, and coherence and
cohesion. Nunan (1991) asserts that “writing
is an extremely complex cognitive activity in
which the writer is required to demonstrate
control of variables simultaneously. At
the sentence level, these include control
of contents, format, sentence structure,
vocabulary, spelling and letter formation.
Beyond the sentence, the writer must be
able to structure and integrate information
into cohesive and coherent paragraph and

text.”

Process Approach in L2 Writing

Many scholars explain major
characteristics of process approach as
follows. In the process approach, writing
activities move learners from generating
ideas, collecting data, to publishing a
finished text (Tribble, 1996) and need

time and positive feedback (Stanley,
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1993). Different classroom activities are
purposefully utilized to advocate the
development of language use (Steele,
1992), fostering the steps involved in the
creation of a piece of work (Nunan, 1991).

Steele (1992) claims that a process
approach comprises eight stages, including
generating ideas through brainstorming
and discussion, converting the ideas into a
note form and evaluating the quality and
usefulness of ideas, organizing the ideas
based on the relationship of ideas through
mind-mapping or linear form, preparing the
first draft in pairs or groups, exchanging first
drafts with other students for comments
and feedback, making necessary changes
responding to other students’ feedback,
writing the final draft, and submitting the
final draft to teachers for evaluation and
feedback.

Significance of the Study

Learning the English language is
a bitter pill to swallow for Thai students.
It is a situation that they do not want to
accept. It has been a big challenge for
most Thai students. Although they learn
the English language for ages, they seem
to be far away from the success of the
second language acquisition. Obviously,

some empirical evidence still exhibits this
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long-term problem in all Thai educational
systems. As shown on the 2019 Ordinary
National Education Test (O-Net) scores in
the English subject, the mean scores for
students in Grades 6, 9, and 12 were 34.42,
33.25, and 29.20 respectively (Mala, 2019).
Moreover, during the past 17 years of the
researcher’s L2 teaching experiences at
a university level, the same unsuccessful
results as those in lower levels still exist.
This is an undeniable fact that most Thai
students have less English proficiency that
leads to lower competitiveness in seeking
a good job and keeping up with the fast-
changing world.

Regarding the findings of the
researcher’s previous study, namely An
analysis of errors committed by Thai
EFL non-English major students of the
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences,
Phranakhon Rajabhat University, they
well illustrate the students’ unsatisfactory
performance in L2 writing (Charoento, 2018).
Most research participants in the study
cannot write well-formed sentences in the
English language. Different types of written
errors are found in their writing task. The
written errors mostly resulted from the
three major causes as follows:

1. The dearth of knowledge of L2

linguistic elements or systems

2. Differences between L1 and L2
linguistic system. The greater structural
differences between L1 and L2, the more
errors L2 learners make.

3. Lack of L2 writing practices

Literature Review

Concepts in Grammar Instruction
in Writing Classes

According to Ferris & Hedgcock
(2005), grammar instruction should be
conducted in line with the following
principles:

A writing class is not a grammar
class. Explicit grammar instruction should be
conducted with other phases of the writing
and editing process.

Grammar instruction should start
after the assessment of students’ prior L2
competence in terms of what L2 linguistic
rules they have and what they lack
(linguistic gap) through an error analysis
based on initial writing sample in tandem
with an L2 linguistic knowledge pretest.

Grammar and writing instruction
should be done with the use of minilessons
which are created concisely and precisely.

Concepts in L2 Process-Based
Writing

The concept behind this orientation

is that basic thinking processes are central
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to writing activity. Students are required to
develop their abilities to plan, define writing
problems, and find and evaluate solutions
(Hyland, 2003). The writing process in this
way is originally from planning-writing-
reviewing framework. This orientation views
writing as a “non-linear, exploratory, and
generative process whereby writers discover
and reformulate their ideas as they attempt
to approximate meaning” (Zamel, 1983, as
cited in Hyland, 2003, p. 11). The writing
processes--planning, drafting, revising, and
editing--do not occur in a linear order, but in
a recursive and interactive manner. Writers
may opt to go forward or backward to their
writing activities. For instance, they may
need to revise their plan to accommodate
new ideas, search for further information, or
revise their drafts based on peer feedback.

Writing teachers in this orientation
play a major role in guiding students
through the writing process, helping them
to develop writing strategies, for example,
how to generate ideas about content
and organization using brainstorming,
listing, or outlining. A final written work
is absolutely completed through several
drafts, extensive feedback, text revisions,
peer feedback, and error corrections.
The teaching strategies most used in the

process-based concentration are, for
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example, teacher-student discussions,
problem-based activities, journal writing
assigcnments, group discussions, or portfolio
evaluation (Hyland, 2003).

Teachers in a process approach
guide students through the writing processes
with a focus on developing necessary
writing techniques for generating, drafting,
and refining ideas. Different pre-writing
assignments to motivate students are
for generating ideas about content and
structure through brainstorming, listing,
mind-mapping, outlining, writing several
drafts, providing feedback either by writing
teachers or peers, revising texts, and editing
their writings in terms of writing mechanics
and grammatical accuracy at the final stage.
Teachers play a major role in response
to students’ writing progress by giving
corrective feedback and formal language
instruction.

Concepts of Self-Instructional
Package in L2 Instruction

Self-instruction, also called learner-
oriented instruction, is viewed as learning
without the physical presence of teachers.
It relied on the principles of programmed
learning derived from the concept of
operant conditioning proposed by Skinner in
1954. Programmed instruction is considered

a process of material arrangement in a series
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of small steps designed to lead a learner
through self-instruction from what learners
already know to the new knowledge and
more complex knowledge and principles
(Sharma, 2000).

Research Methodology

Research Question

The study sought to respond to
the following research question: Does a
self-instructional package coupled with
process-based writing help enhance English
grammatical competence and written
performance for first-year non-English major
undergraduates?

Purpose of the Study

The objective of the study was to
enhance English grammatical competence
and written performance for L2 learners
majoring in non-English disciplines through
a self-instructional package coupled with
process-based writing.

Hypothesis of the Study

It is hypothesized that the English
posttest scores were significantly higher

than the pretest ones (p<.05).

Scope of the Study
Research Participants
Research participants in this study

comprised 30 Thai EFL first-year non-English

major students from 3 different academic
concentrations under the Faculty of
Humanities and Social Science, Phranakhon
Rajabhat University, including business
Chinese, community development, and
political science majors. They were selected
through random sampling, i.e., every 3
student in a class list of the three majors
were included, and they all voluntarily
participated in the study.

Scope of Contents

The contents of the research were
basically based on the L2 grammatical
elements resulting in written errors detected
in the researcher’s previous study in 2018,
namely An analysis of errors committed
by Thai EFL non-English major students
of the Faculty of Humanities and Social
Sciences, Phranakhon Rajabhat University
(Charoento, 2018). Types of written errors
were classified into 5 categories as follows:

Sentential errors: incomplete
sentences like sentence fragment and run-
ons, two independent clauses joined without
appropriate punctuation (compound
sentence), and incorrect word order

Lexical errors: written errors found
on word level like misuse of pronoun, misuse
of vocabulary, underuse of possessive
adjective, underuse of apostrophe s (’s),

and underuse of noun and pronoun
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Writing mechanic errors: underuse
of capitalization, misuse/underuse of
punctuation, spelling mistake, and misuse
of abbreviation

Tense errors: misuse of tense,
underuse of passive voice construction,
misuse of auxiliary, and misuse of subject-
verb agreement

Others: word-for-word translation

and texts with incomplete thought

Instrumentation

Major instruments used in the
study were a pretest, a posttest, a writing
checklist, and a self-instructional package
providing English linguistic rules in tandem
with learning activities for writing English
texts and detailed explanation about
paragraph organization and steps of how
to write a good paragraph. The English
grammatical rules in this research were
mainly associated with written errors found
from the researcher’s previous study in 2018,
namely An Analysis of Errors Committed by
Thai EFL Non-English Major Students of the
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences,
Phranakhon Rajabhat University.

Process of Instrument and
Research Design

The instrument design for data

collection in this study was conducted
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based on the following steps:
1. Collection of English Written
Errors
Initially, the instrument design
started with gathering English written errors
from the researcher’s previous study.
Then the written errors were classified into
two major grammatical levels: lexical and
sentential.
2. Study of Effective English Written
Patterns
Patterns of effective paragraph
writing were studied. Selection of the only
one pattern suitable to the study was made,
followed by making steps of paragraph
writing with detailed information of each
step.
3. Development of Pre-and Post-
tests
The construction of pre- and
post-test papers was conducted based
on problematic areas of L2 grammar
which resulted in written errors. Both pre-
and post-test papers consisted of two
parts. The first part included 20 English
ungrammatically correct sentences with
different types of written errors. The written
error-detection test format could illustrate
well the problematic areas of L2 linguistic
rules. The sample was requested to correct

the errors by rewriting each test item in a
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well-formed sentence pattern. One point
was given to each grammatically correct
sentence, totaling 20 points. The second
part dealt with basic paragraph writing.
The sample was required to study details
of an organization of a good paragraph
and a process of how to write it in a self-
instructional package and then write a short
paragraph on different topics related to their
own background knowledge such as “My
Best Friend.” The purposes of this part were
to assess the participants’ writing ability, i.e.,
whether they can produce a writing product
based on the process of paragraph writing
and to check their final product for written
errors as well as paragraph organization on
their own. No score was given to this part,
but the detailed information about written
errors was described. The content of the
pre- and post-test papers was quite similar,
but not identical in the first part. In the
second part, the content of both pre-and
post-tests was the same; they were asked to
write a paragraph about “Self-Introduction.”

Both pre-and post-test papers were
then assessed for suitability by three experts
in different academic concentrations,
including educational research and
evaluation, English, and curriculum and
instruction. The results of instrument

assessment showed that the instruments
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were accepted by all three readers in all
twenty test items, with an IOC score of each
test item equal to 1.

4. Development of a Self-
Instructional Package for Enhancing English
Grammatical Competence and Writing
Performance

English grammatical rules
necessary for written error correction were
studied and carefully selected, followed
by the development of a self-instructional
package in Thai with different types of
exercises. They were orderly organized from
a simple topic to a more difficult one, e.g,,
parts of speech to tenses. A pilot test of the
self-instructional package was carried out
with another group of students majoring in
non-English disciplines to assess its use and
correctness.

5. Use of Self-Instructional Package

Before implementing the self-
instructional package, participants were
required to take a pretest. The participants’
pretest papers were checked by the
researcher; the pretest scores were kept
for comparison with the posttest ones.

The self-instructional package
was used by the sample for a period of 30
days. They studied the English grammatical
elements in the self-instructional package,

did different exercises in each grammatical
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rule, and practiced writing English paragraph
on a simple topic closely related to
their background. Grammatical errors
and paragraph organization mistakes on
the samples’ tasks were checked by the
researcher. The errors and mistakes were
discussed with the participants. During this
period, participants and a researcher met
twice a week to ask, answer, and discuss
about what topics in the self-instructional
package participants did not understand
and needed clarification.

6. Assessment of English
Grammatical Competence and Written
Performance

A posttest was conducted after
30 days of use of the self-instructional
package to evaluate their progress on

grammatical skills and writing ability. The
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posttest scores were compared to the
pretest ones for progress assessment. The
final product in writing was also checked for

written errors along with a writing checklist.

Steps of Writing L2 Composition Through
Process-Based Approach

As mentioned earlier, participants
initially acquired L2 grammatical elements
necessary for writing well-formed sentences
in a new language. They were then required
to study informative details relevant to an
organization of a paragraph and a process
of paragraph writing based on the process-
based approach in the self-instructional
package. The following steps of writing
L2 texts implemented in the study were

presented in Table 1.
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Table 1 Steps of Writing L2 Paragraphs Through Process-Based Orientation

Steps of Writing Instruction Through Process-Based Orientation

Prewriting Step 1: Establishing L2 linguistic ® Investigating authentic use of .2
knowledge grammatical elements, written
discourse, and rhetorical patterns

through contextualized literacy

Step 2: Analyzing L2 model texts ® Reading model paragraphs
* Mapping out the outline of a given text
® Choosing the best grammar form

to complete a text

Step 3: Exploiting L2 linguistic forms ~ ® Matching topic sentence with support
and vocabulary details
® Inserting topic sentence in support
paragraphs
® Deleting incoherent sentences

¢ Transforming an outline into a paragraph

Step 4: Generating ideas for writing ® Coming up ideas with generating idea
techniques like brainstorming, listing,

mind-mapping etc.

Drafting Step 5: Composing a first draft ® Writing a first draft incorporating
of written texts learned L2 linguistic forms, functions,

and patterns

Revising Step 6: Giving corrective feedback ® Asking for feedback from peers and
by peers and teacher teacher
Step 7: Revising texts ® Revising written texts based on peers’

and teachers’ corrective feedback

Editing Step 8: Editing texts ® Checking for typographical and linguistic
errors

® Correcting typographical and linguistic
errors

® Producing final work

Publishing Step 9: Publishing the final work ® Submitting the final work to a teacher

Source: Adapted from Hyland, 2003 and Liang, 2007
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Results of the Study

This study aimed to respond to the
research question, Does a self-instructional
package coupled with process-based
writing help enhance English grammatical
competence and written performance for
first-year non-English major undergraduates?
The results of the study were exhibited in

the following tables.
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The statistics shown in Table 2
indicated the scores of the pretest and
posttest and the difference between the 2
test scores. The participants’ pretest scores
ranged from 0 to 7 while the posttest ones
ranged between 10 and 20. The difference
between the pre- and post-test scores

ranged from 5 to 17.

Table 2 Distribution of the Difference Between Pre- and Post-test Scores

Student Scores of the

Student Scores of the

Difference Difference
Number Achievement Test Number Achievement Test
Pretest Posttest Pretest Posttest
1 0 11 11 16 6 12 6
2 1 15 14 17 6 15 9
3 2 17 15 18 3 20 17
4 3 15 12 19 2 10 8
5 3 18 15 20 2 15 13
6 1 17 16 21 5 12 7
7 0 13 13 22 0 13 13
8 0 11 11 23 0 13 13
9 3 19 16 24 7 14 7
10 7 13 6 25 0 10 10
11 0 17 17 26 3 11 8
12 6 11 5 27 2 12 10
13 5 12 7 28 0 11 11
14 0 13 13 29 4 12 8
15 5 12 7 30 6 15 9
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Table 3 Distribution of Independent Paired T-test Value

X SD SD t Sig (2-tailed)
Pretest 277 2.49 10.96 353 16.98 .00
Posttest 13.73 2.62

As exhibited in Table 4, the
statistics revealed that the pretest and
posttest mean scores were 2.77 and 13.73
respectively. The posttest mean scores were
significantly higher than the pretest ones.
After implementing the self-instructional
package, participants’ posttest scores were
higher (X = 13.73).

The t-value equal to 16.98 indicated
that the research participants had higher
posttest scores after implementing the
self-instructional package at a significance
level of .00. The results also showed that
the self-instructional package could help
enhance participants’ English grammatical
competence and written performance.
Thus, the hypothesis of the study, the
English posttest scores are significantly
higher than the pretest ones (p<.05), was

accepted.

Conclusions
The objective of the study was to

increase English grammatical competence

and written performance through a self-
instructional package coupled with process-
based writing. It attempted to respond to
the following research question: Does a
self-instructional package coupled with
process-based writing help enhance English
grammatical competence and written
performance for first-year non-English major
undergraduates?

With an attempt to respond to
the afore-mentioned research question,
scaffolded instructions on English
grammatical rules as well as paragraph
writing were administered through the use
of self-instructional package coupled with
process-based writing. Data were analyzed
with quantitative statistics.

The findings of the study showed
how much they knew about the English
grammatical elements and new language.
Most participants had less knowledge or
understanding about the L2 linguistic rules
even they have studied the English language

for ages. Some did the pretest well, but
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not well enough to utilize their knowledge
in writing a new language text. The pretest
scores of all participants ranged from 0 (the
lowest) to 7 (the highest) which indicated
less L2 competence of all participants in
terms of grammatical skills, vocabulary,
and an understanding of writing L2 texts.
Many L2 written errors such as fragments,
run-ons, grammar, and writing mechanics
were found in their written performance.
Also, they made typosgraphical mistakes
with words they were familiar with like their
university name.

Upon the completion of the study,
all participants performed better on the
posttest as seen in the posttest scores
ranging between 10 and 20. The difference
between the pre- and post-tests was greater.
Some participants had none of the pretest
scores, but they had more scores in the
posttest. It is apparent that all participants
improved their L2 grammatical competence
and written performance. They performed
better than before acquiring a new language
through the self-instructional package. They
had enough knowledge of L2 necessary for
writing the English texts. They can turn their
knowledge into action, i.e., they are able to
write well-formed sentences and a short
paragraph about their story. Interestingly

enough, there was one out of 30 participants
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performing very well on the posttest; he got
the full scores. Even they possess a certain
level of English competence, they still make
written errors. Keep learning and practicing
would be a solution to this problem. As EFL
learners, making mistake cannot be avoided.
Mistakes and errors can be accepted if they
do not cause any failure in communication.
According to the mean scores of
the pre- and post-tests as shown in Table 3,
the results indicated that the participants’
L2 srammatical competence was improved
with the posttest mean scores equal to
13.67, compared to 2.77 of the pretest ones.
It was apparent that with the use of the
self-instructional package, the participants
did better in the posttest and were able to
write English well-formed sentences.
Regarding the t-value equal to
16.48 as exhibited in Table 3, it revealed
that the research participants got higher
scores in the posttest after implementing
the self-instructional package at a statistical
significance of .00. The two research
results mentioned earlier revealed that
the self-instructional package coupled
with process-based writing could enhance
L2 grammatical competence and written
performance of the research participants.
Therefore, the hypothesis for this study--the

participants’ posttest scores are higher than
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the pretest scores at a significance level of
0.05--was accepted.

Discussion of the Research
Findings

The findings of the study clearly
illustrated that the self-instructional package
coupled with process-based writing brought
about the positive effect on L2 grammatical
knowledge and writing ability of L2 learners.
The participants gained higher posttest
scores as well as benefited a lot more
from the self-instructional package. They
could correct written errors and change
the grammatically incorrect sentences to
the well-formed ones. The mean scores for
the posttest were higher, compared to the
mean scores for the pretest; this reflected
the success in learning the L2 grammatical
rules and writing a paragraph in a new
language. In other words, they performed
quite well for the posttest. Moreover, they
could write a simple paragraph in English
with correct paragraph pattern and writing
mechanics. The self-instructional package in
this study was perhaps another good choice
for enhancing English grammatical elements
and writing ability, for it can improve
participants achievement and enable them
to be more careful when using the English
language in writing. It was obvious from

data analysis that there was a relatively

substantial amount of achievement of
L2 grammatical competence and written
performance. The findings of the present
study were in line with previous studies
having the positive effect on scaffolded
grammar and writing skills, for instance,
Huggins and Edwards, 2011; Riazi and Rezaii,
2011; Burch, 2007; Culican, Milburn, and
Oakley, 2006.

The process of gathering ideas
through brainstorming encourage students
to interact with peers and develop their
writing skills. Previous studies asserted
the positive outcomes of cooperative and
supportive environment in learning the new
language (Burch, 2007; Olson and Land,
2007; Safadi & Rababah, 2012).

The application of modeling in
the writing process resulted in a positive
effect on the writing achievement. Explicit
modeling helped participants recognize
the tasks and accomplish them. The
contribution of modeling produced the
success in imitating or mastering of skills.
Therefore, modeling could be part of L2
writing development.

Finally, the findings of the study
would provide support for scaffolded
instruction in developing L2 grammatical
and writing skills. The scaffolds may be

another good strategy to be included in the
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grammar and writing classes as the findings

of the present study highlighted.

Recommendations for Further Research

1. The present study was conducted
atan only one university in Bangkok, Thailand.
To carry out the study with an inclusive of
different universities throughout Thailand
would produce more generalization of the
research findings to more language learners
in Thai contexts.

2. The study was administered only
to undergraduate students in Thailand.
Inclusion of other education levels, e.g., from
elementary to tertiary levels would make
the surveys more possible to examine the
efficacy of scaffolded instruction on English
grammatical competence and written
performance at all educational levels as

well as to discover this instructional method
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ABSTRACT

This research used qualitative research methodology. The objective was to study
the social context reflection from lyrics in the Luk thung song of Kru Phaiboon Butkhan,
namely the songs’ meaning, the reflection on concrete and abstract cultures, and the
literary value. The result showed that 1) the “Kha Namnom” song has the meaning of
the mother’s grace remembrance. For the concrete, the lifestyle and motherhood roles
were reflected. For the abstract, the value of gratitude was reflected. For the literature,
the moral value was shown. 2) the “Chai Sam Bot” song expresses the condolences of
the man ordained three times. For the concrete, the practice of avoiding being ordained
three times was reflected. For the abstract, the values of being ordained as a monk and
the belief in the devil’s adventures were reflected. For the literature, the value of critical
skills was shown. 3) the “Lok Ni Khue Lakhon” song expressed the metaphorical meaning
of human life as a drama that ended in death. For the concrete, the roles and truths of
life were reflected. For the abstract, uncertain happiness and suffering were reflected.
For the literature, the intellectual value was shown. And 4) the “Bupphesanniwat” song
has the meaning of flirting with young women. For the concrete, the merit-making of Thai
Buddhists was reflected. For the abstract, the belief about merit-making in past life was
reflected. For the literature, the moral value was shown. Most of the lyrics expressed
human emotions and feelings in an easy-to-understand language that made the audience
imaginative and aesthetically approachable.

Keywords: Social Context Reflection, Luk thung song, Kru Phaiboon Butkhan
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ABSTRACT

This paper aimed to examine Thai religious education (RE) discourse by analyzing
the constitution, policies, and national curriculum concerning recognizing religious
diversity. It further investigated how public schools in the northern education service areas
implemented RE. This qualitative study employed document analysis to answer the first
part. Then it conducted empirical research at four religiously diverse schools chosen by
purposive random sampling. The data was gathered via documents, observations, and
semi-structured in-depth individual interviews with 4 school directors and 12 RE teachers.
The study found a double standard in constitutions, policies, the national RE curriculum,
and the implementation of RE in northern Thai public schools. While Thailand’s laws and
policies formally recognize religious diversity and equality, they also favor one particular
religion over others. This ambivalence about guaranteeing religious equality is also found
in the national RE curriculum, where it theoretically stands for every faith but practically
not. The findings of empirical research revealed that schools, in fact, implement Buddhist-
oriented RE for all faiths, regardless of the students’ religious affiliations. There is a pressing

need for the recognition and promotion of equitable RE for all faiths in Thailand.
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Introduction

Durkheim and Freud explained
religion as a device for social cohesion
and control (Pals, 2006; Jantawanit, 2014),
while Karl Marx and Russel McCutcheon saw
religion as a tool to sanction oppression
(Segal, 2005; Pals, 2006). Whether scholars
understand religion positively or negatively,
religions have played a significant role
in Thailand’s history. Historically, states
have used a particular religion to achieve
social control or to justify their political
practices. Today, however, such practices
are problematic for pluralistic, modern
nations such as Thailand, which is marked by
different ethnicities, cultures, and religions.
By definition, for the state to sanction one
religion is to discriminate against religious
minorities and violate the claim to equality
before the law.

Western nations have historically
recognized the separation of church and
state. This separation has acted as a brake on
religious enthusiasm, ultimately preventing
(or at least moderating) government
interference in matters of faith or the
favoring of one religious faith. Many modern

Asian countries such as South Korea, Japan,

Taiwan, separate religion from politics
to ensure the state’s neutrality, religious
freedom, and equality. The current Thai
government, however, holds religion in high
regard. The national slogan is ‘Love nation,
religion, and king.” In Thailand, religion
functions as more than just a pathway to
personal enlightenment. As Turner (2013)
notes, Thailand was influenced by the
Ashokan model of kingship, which provided
a normative framework for the intersection
of religion and politics. The Thai government
is manifestly in confederation with Buddhism
in almost every social, political, and cultural
sphere.

This naturalized ‘religio-national
identity’ (Winichakul, 2015) helps explain
many of Thailand’s social and behavioral
patterns. However, it leads one to doubt
the officially sanctioned idea of religious
plurality. Studies show that Thailand has
always been an ethnically diverse nation
(Jory, 2002). The Nation’s Encyclopedia
claims that Thailand contains more than 30
ethnic groups, while an Overseas Missionary
Fellowship found more than 50. Ethnic

diversity implies religious diversity, but there
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are only five religions approved by the Thai
government; Buddhism, Islam, Christianity,
Hinduism, and Sikhism. Thai historian,
Wongthet (2016) argued, however, that the
original Thai religion is ghost worship, which
later combined with Brahmin Buddhism to
form the uniquely Thai version of Buddhism,
known as Theravada. Nevertheless, Thais
believe that they are true Buddhists,
even though every house and temple
accommodates a ghost shrine at the corner.

Consistent with the Thai government
stresses on the importance of religion, the
Basic Core Curriculum of the Ministry of
Education of Thailand requires the study
of Buddhism from grades 1 to 12 and
encourages students to become good
followers of their religion. The curriculum
also pursues peaceful coexistence among
different faiths. The phrase iterated in
the official curriculum documents is
‘Buddhism or those of learners’ religion,’
indicating that Thailand’s educational
policy acknowledges religious pluralism and
the equal rights of learners. Theoretically,
Thailand’s RE curriculum aims to develop
in the learner a strong allegiance to one’s
religion, tolerance of different faiths, and
harmonious coexistence among all faith

communities.

165

Vol.16 No.2 (July - December 2021)

The acceptance of other religions is
a noble curricular goal that necessitates fair
and equal treatment for students from all
faiths. Nonetheless, the finely built Buddha
pavilion near the gates of all public schools
- the only officially sanctioned symbol of
religion — begs questions about the equitable
treatment of all faiths in the RE curriculum.
Moreover, there is a prevailing ambivalence
between recognizing religious plurality in
laws, policies, national curriculum, and
visualized religious presentation. At the least,
it suggests that Buddhism might be favored
in public schools. However, researches
on public schools RE in consideration of
religious pluralism is rare in Thailand. Most
of the studies are for the development
and improvement of Buddhist education
in public schools (Phutinan, et al.,, 2017;
Ongprakrit, et al., 2018). Numbers of studies
have been conducted for Islamic public
schools (Boongatayong & Narongraksakhet,
2009; Mama & Yisunsong, 2015). On the
contrary, however, the comparative studies
on multi-religious education in public
schools are limited to the southern border
provinces (Aphathananon, 2015; Weawanjit,
2017). Therefore, this research aimed to
contribute to building an understanding

of how Thailand discourses RE for public
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education by analyzing the constitutions,
policies, and national curriculum concerning
religion. Further, it investigated how these
policies are reflected and implemented
in Northern Thai public schools and
explored teacher’s views on the present
RE curriculum and practices. This study is

premised on a belief in religious pluralism.

Research Objectives

1. Examine Thai religious education
discourse by analyzing the constitution,
policies, and national curriculum in relation
to recognizing religious diversity.

2. Investigate how these policies
are implemented in Northern Thai public
schools and explore teacher’s views on the

current school RE.

Expected Benefits

It builds the body of knowledge that
should be preceded for academic research
on multi-religious education in Thailand,
and also provides necessary academic
inquiry to develop religious education in
accordance with the global multicultural
era. Moreover, it is among the few studies
to address the problem of RE for religious
minority students in a state-supported

Buddhist country, as opposed to similar
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lines of research in traditionally Christian

countries.

Research Scope

The author reviewed Thai laws
and policies concerning religious rights and
religious education including the national RE
curriculum. The author then narrowed the
scope into the northern educational region
to conduct a qualitative study of how public
schools in the educational service areas

from number 34 to 37 implement RE.

Literature Review

Modern democratic countries,
such as South Korea, Taiwan, or Singapore,
separate religion from the state and
public education due to inequality or
marginalization issues, however, numbers
of modern countries, such as the United
States of America, U.K., and Germany,
still include a study of religion in school
curricula. The importance of teaching about
religions is shared by Charles C. Haynes
(Lester, E., Roberts, P.S. 2006): “Knowledge
of the world’s religions is essential for
comprehending much of history, literature,
art and contemporary events. Moreover,
learning about religions promotes religious

freedom and creates understanding across
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religious differences.” Other educators also
view that the study of world religion is
essential for understanding life’s questions,
enhancing faith, and also academically
beneficial for inter-disciplinary study
(Graham, 2012).

Teaching religion or religious
education in public schools has two major
different approaches. One is for “teaching
about religion,” and the other is “teaching
of religion.” Teaching about religion is an
academic, non-confessional approach to
various faiths. The curriculum is neutral to
every religion and seeks an objective way of
providing knowledge and understandings. In
this regard, Thailand requires confessional
faith education in public schools, which
aims to cultivate firm believers and good
citizens (Ministry of Education Thailand).

While most of the studies on RE
in other democratic countries have been
reporting religious conflicts, inappropriate
approaches, and marginalization of
minorities (Baker, D. 2011; Douglass, 2000;
Schachter, K., 2006; Lynne, Hartwick,
M.M., Hawkins, J.M., Schroeder, M.P., 2015;
Moulin, D., 2011), however, major studies in
Thailand are to improve Buddhist -Oriented
RE. For example, studies to develop
instructional packages on Buddhist moral

topics (Thongdee, Ngamnin, 2015), Buddhist
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teaching set to enhance life skills (Phutinan,
2017), or developing learning methods to
increase learning achievement based on
Buddhist doctrine (Ongprakrit, Panyapruk,
and Jaisanit (2018).

Alongside the study of Buddhist-
Oriented RE in public schools, several
studies have been conducted related to
the Islamic RE in private Islamic schools:
research on the history of Islam education
in private schools (Arlee, C., Baka, D., 2012).,
status and problems in teaching Arab
language (Mahama, A., Narongraksakhet,
l., 2009; Darachai, C., 2014), educational
supervision (Mama, H., Yisunsong, A., 2015),
learning activities to cultivate Islamic ethical
values (Boongatayong, M., Narongraksakhet,
., 2009), and much more on the similar
topics.

Nevertheless, studies based on
religious pluralism in public schools still
lack. Among the small number of studies,
Aphathananon (2015) found that 90 % of
271 public schools provide RE for both
Buddhist and Muslim students, and the
most important variable to this change was
the portions of each group of students.
Weawanjit (2017) noted in her study that
public schools in Pattani province integrated
multicultural education in recognition of

Muslim communities. Preechapermprasit
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(2006) pointed out that the Thai government
has been using Buddhist studies to implant
a sense of loyalty towards the Buddhism
and monarch. He argued that the teaching
of Buddhism, however, has been changing in
accordance with the ever-changing national
policies until it destroyed the essence of
Buddhism and defeat the aim of Buddhism

study in a pathway to freedom.

Conceptual Framework
This research was conducted

through the following concepts.

Methodology

This qualitative study includes
document and empirical research. It began
by analyzing government documents
pertaining to the religious rights in the
Thai constitution, policies, and national
curriculum related to religious education.
After that, empirical research was conducted
to study how these policies are reflected in
RE implementation in northern Thai public
schools.

Among 192 secondary public

schools in northern educational service
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Figure 1 Conceptual Framework
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areas from number 34 to 37, 12 (3 schools
each) middle and large size district schools
were randomly selected first. Then the
phone calls were made to select one school
from each area that is religiously diverse and
also accepted participation in this research.

AUl schools were having Buddhists
as the majority. For Buddhist students,
school A has 1,005 (86.64%); school B has
3,134 (99.27%); school C has 3,044 (95.27%),
and school D has 876 (99.10%). Christians
were the next most populous: School A
has 88 (7.59%) students, B has 14 (0.48%),
C has122 (3.82%), and D has 8 (0.90%).
Muslim students comprised the smallest
population: school A has 23 (1.98%), B has
8 (0.25%), C has 29 (0.91%), and school D
has no Muslim students. There were no
Hindu or Sikh students. Data on the School’s
RE curriculum and implementation were
collected by applying the data recording
form, and daily RE practices and religious
environment were collected by applying
observation form. School directors’ and
teachers’ opinions on the present RE were
studied by conducting semi-structured in-
depth one-on-one interviews with 4 school
directors, one Christian three Buddhists,
and 12 RE teachers, all Buddhists, who
volunteered. The results of the legal and

political examination were analyzed along
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with the results of the empirical research

by content analysis.

Results
1. Analysis of Thai Constitutions
and policies concerning religion and
religious education
1) The right to religion, and
the constitution of Thailand
Thailand has a long history of
officially supporting human rights, beginning
with its vote for The Universal Declaration
of Human Rights in 1948. Constitutions
guarantee the religious right and freedom
of the Thai people. Between the coup
of 1932 and 2019, Thailand has had 20
Constitutions. Still, the author confined
this study to the three latest constitutions:
the Constitution Acts of 1997 and 2007,
and 2017, the Constitution of the National
Council for Peace and Order (NCPO). All
affirm a person’s right to religious freedom.
Nonetheless, there were
significant changes in the direct Principles
of Fundamental State Policies: the religious
freedoms of the Constitution 1997 were
regulated, limited, and the state eroded
equity through the Constitution 2007
and 2017. Section 79 of the 2007 Act
includes the phrase ‘Buddhism, which the

majority of Thais have followed for a long
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time...” Buddhism is assigned supremacy
and used to determine the majority and
the minorities, the superiority, and the
inferiorities, and the privileged and non-
privileged. This specification even goes
further. Section 67 of the 2017 Act specifies
the implementation of Theravada Buddhism
over others, upholding it as an untouchable
political tool. The State’s responsibility
(Section 73 of the Act 1997, Section 79 of
the Act 2007) in promoting understanding
and harmony among followers of all
relicions which states, ‘The state shall
patronize and protect Buddhism and other
religions, promote good understanding and
harmony among followers of all religions
as well as encourage the application of
religious principles to create virtue and
develop the quality of life has virtually
vanished from the 2017 Constitution.

By definition, religious
pluralism allows the free exercise of different
faiths free from political interference.
However, the political marginalization of
any religion, and the dominance of one
religion in Thailand’s latest constitution,
point to contradictions. The fundamental
religious rights and equality of Thai people
are both guaranteed and violated within
the same constitution. Section 4 of the

Act 2017 states, ‘Human dignity, rights,

liberty and equality of the people shall
be protected. The Thai people shall enjoy
equal protection under the Constitution.’
Section 27 of the same act explicitly states:
‘Unjust discrimination against a person on
the grounds of the difference in origin,
race, language, sex, age, physical or health
condition, personal status, economic or
social standing, religious belief, education
or Constitutionally political view, shall not
be permitted.’

Nevertheless, as we
have just seen, section 67 of the same
constitution favors the dominance of
Theravada Buddhism over other religions
and demonstrates the state’s excessive
legal protection.

2) National curriculum for
religious education and policies

In 1981, the Ministry of
Education in Thailand proposed a revised
school curriculum. The revisions placed the
learning of Buddhism as an elective subject
within social studies for secondary school
students but made it a compulsory subject
for students who are Buddhist (Janutso,
2016). Currently, the Basic Education Core
Curriculum (2008 and revised in 2017)
provides the framework and direction for
the provision of education of all types

(formal, non-formal, and informal), covering
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all target groups of learners from grades 1 to
12. The curriculum focuses on developing
learners’ characters, and among the eight
desired characteristics, the first is ‘Love of
nation, religion and the monarchy.’

Moreover, religion is the first
compulsory subject among five sub-subjects
of Social Studies. Every student must be
taught the following:

The fundamental concepts
about religion, morality, ethics and the
principles of Buddhism or those of learners’
religion; the application of religions,
the principles and teachings for self-
development and peaceful and harmonious
coexistence; the ability to do good deeds;
acquisition of desired values; continuous
self-development as well as the provision
of services for the community.

These curricular aims have
two learning standards:

Knowledge and understanding
of the history, the importance, the masters
and the moral principles of Buddhism or
those of one’s faith and other religions;
having the right faith; adherence to and
observance of the moral principles for
peaceful coexistence

Understanding, awareness,
and personal conduct of devout believers;

and furtherance of Buddhism or one’s faith
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Learning areas require not
only knowledge about religion but also
of religion, the confessional practice,
and the application of one’s religion in
schools. Learning standards indicate that
the knowledge and understanding of one’s
religion frequently led to the manifestation
of one’s faith. Students often become
devout believers who advance in their
religious faith. The learning indicators
for lower grades include facts, faith,
and application. In contrast, the upper
levels require a deeper understanding
of the Buddhist Canon or Scriptures, an
analytic understanding of intensive religious
knowledge of one’s religion, and personal
conduct following their faith. Moreover,
the standards and indicators require that
students ‘appreciate,” ‘pay respect,” ‘firmly
believe,” ‘pray,” ‘profess,” and ‘conduct
themselves’ according to their religion.
The curriculum requires students to
demonstrate growing piety, which indicates
that religious faith is not a choice.

Thailand’s RE is both
devotional and indoctrinatory. It explicitly
states’ faith in religious teaching as a learning
area, meaning that all government schools
are de facto faith schools. The curriculum
emphasizes Buddhism throughout, but does

not dismiss other religions by mentioning
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‘Buddhism or those of learners’ religion.’
Indicators for learning standards include
analyses of the differences, acceptance of
other faiths, and appropriate treatment of
people from different faiths according to
the principles of their religions.

Nevertheless, the phrases
‘Buddhism or those of learners’ religion” or
‘Buddhism or other religions,” are repeated
continuously in the curriculum. To name
a specific religion, Buddhism, without
explicitly naming other religions, connotes
an ‘otherness’ or ‘foreignness’ to all other
religions. Acknowledging Buddhism as the
national religion is included in grade 6
level indicators, which state, ‘Analyze the
importance of Buddhism as the national
religion...”. Interestingly, none of the Thai
Constitutions have ever formally approved
Buddhism as the ‘national religion.” The
curriculum indicates the provision of
balanced and non-discriminatory faith-
based RE according to one’s religion, of at
least five approved religions. Yet the Basic
Core Curriculum details only the contents
of Buddhism while omitting the contents of
other faiths.

In 2002, the Basic Education
Commission introduced a new school
administration system as an option, The
Buddhist-Oriented School. Among 32,225

public schools in Thailand (School Index),
around 70% of public schools have
registered as Buddhist-Oriented Schools
by the end of the year 2020 (Buddhist-
Oriented School). Public schools without
a Buddha statue in front of the schoolyard
are virtually non-existent in the northern
region. The 29 guidelines of the Buddhist-
Oriented School include; Buddhistic school
environment settings with symbols, statues,
and arranging of religion room (Buddhism
room); daily meditations, holistic approach
of Buddhistic teaching into all subjects,
weekly and monthly applications and
participating Buddhistic holidays; behavioral
guidelines for teachers, school directors, and
students; application tips for daily practices.

The curriculum requires
that Buddhism principles and practices be
merged with school administration, school
practices, and Buddhistic celebrations
and rituals. The Basic Core Curriculum
binds all students to be taught and
assessed via Buddhism. Such one-sided
practices might develop religious piety for
Buddhist students, but they can be deeply
problematic for students from other faiths,
especially monotheists like Christians and
Muslims. It also imputes religious superiority,
creating unintended discrimination and

tension.
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3) Textbook publication

The Ministry of Education
(MOE) and officially approved private
companies publish textbooks for teaching
religions under the Basic Education Core
Curriculum. Contents about religion form
the first part of social studies for grades 1 to
6. The contents are mostly about Buddhism
and deal with the Lord Buddha, his
teachings, and the monks. Contents about
Christianity, Istam, Hinduism, and Sikhism,
are confined to a few pages. Some levels
have less than a page for each religion,
outlining only basic information. For grades
7 to 12, different textbooks provide more
in-depth knowledge of Buddhism, including
religious practices and applications.

In general, textbooks contain
meager and simplified summaries of ‘other
religions,” except for Islam. The MOE and
private publishers publish a series of
different texts for teaching eight subjects on
Islamic study. However, no single, officially
published reader provides comparatively
balanced teaching about religions other
than Buddhism and Islam.

4) National assessment

A person’s religiosity or piety
is unlikely to be measured empirically by
scales and points. Nevertheless, schools

assess students’ religious knowledge based
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on the learning standards prescribed in the
Basic Education Core Curriculum. In addition
to the schools’ assessment, all grade 12
students must take the national test — the
Ordinary National Education Test (ONET).
In the ONET section on religion, 70 to 80
percent of the test questions are about
Buddhism, while 20 to 30 percent of the
items are for all the other religions, including
general knowledge (NIET, 2019). The ONET
score is crucial for university entrance,
counting for about 30 percent of the overall
admission score. For students to excel on
the ONET test, schools naturally have to
focus on teaching Buddhism. This standard
national test is applied to all public-school
students regardless of religious differences.
2. Empirical findings on the
implementation of religious education
in northern Thai public schools
As previously mentioned, this
study looked at four different schools.
School A’s director was the only Christian
teacher, and all other directors and RE
teachers were Buddhist. Ten RE teachers
majored in Social Studies, but two RE
teachers did not - one teacher majored
in Handicrafts, and the other majored
in Primary Education -, and none of the
teachers had taken RE teachers’ training

courses. The research found that RE



e NIATIYIVAYNILUAT A1V UYwemansuazdnuaans

Uil 16 aufl 2 (nsngAx - Surem 2564)

implementation and teaching and learning
management of all selected schools were
similar in practice.
1) Curriculum management

Every school was
implementing a Buddhist-Oriented school
administration system. Contents, learning
areas, learning standards all corresponded
with the Basic Core Curriculum mainly
directed at Buddhist students. Schools
focused on teaching only Buddhism for
lower secondary levels 1 to 3. World
religions are taught only to prepare students
for the ONET. Since religion is only one study
area among five social studies learning areas,
teaching hours were limited to 15 or 20 or
30 sessions (one session is 50 minutes) per
semester for the lower secondary level.
School D teaches 60 sessions of Buddhism
for upper secondary level 1, and other
schools allocate 40 sessions for studying
about world religion, including Buddhism
either in upper secondary level 1 or 3. Every
student, of whatever religious background,
was being educated and evaluated with the
same Buddhist-oriented school curriculum.

There were two types of
textbooks used, one about Buddhism, while
the other encompassed world religion.

Private publishers printed both books. There

were no books for teaching Christianity or

other minority religions. Teachers prepared
additional notes or sheets for studying
other religions because both the National
Curriculum and printed textbooks do not
provide enough knowledge. Every school
library contained copies of Buddhist
cannons and a series of Buddhist literature.
There were no Bibles or Qurans, and
supplementary reading resources regarding
other religions were minimal in schools A,
B, and C. School D contained no literature
about other faiths.
2) Religious environment

setting

Every public school has a
well-built place for a Buddha pavilion near
the entrance. There was also a ghost shrine
at each school. Also, every school contained
a separate room for learning about Buddhist
practices. This room was designated as an
‘Ethic Room,” ‘Religion Room,” or ‘Dharma
Room.” Every classroom has a Buddha
photo hanging above the whiteboard. No
other religious symbols were displayed.

3) Learning activities

Learning activities were
related to Buddhism with daily practices and
annual Buddhist events and festivals, which
were the same in every school (except
for a Christmas party). Schools follow the

same routine, having students pay respect
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to the Buddha statue near the school gate
in the morning as they enter. During the
morning assembly in front of the national
flag, students memorize Phemetta (WHLAAN
the Buddhist prayer) and meditate, while
students of different faiths standstill in a
row at the back. There was no space or
time provided for other religious practices.

Each year, every school
holds an ethics camp in the Buddhist way.
Monks are invited to teach, either in school
or in the temple. Some RE teachers allow
students of other faiths to be exempted but
assigned a report of what he/she practice in
their religion. Some RE teachers responded
differently, “All students have to participate
because it is a school activity. Although they
(students) are from a different faith, they
can learn from Buddhism.”

Additionally, major Buddhist
events or festivals, which are official public
holidays in Thailand, such as Makhabucha,
Wisakhabucha, Asanhabucha, are celebrated
in schools. Schools allow Christian or
Muslim students not to participate, staying
separately behind the row or waiting in
the classroom. But in many cases, RE
teachers have all students participate,
except when there is a special request for
exemption. School D sometimes arranged

for Christian students to gather with adult
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Christians from outside when the school
brings Buddhist students to the temple.
Merit-making ceremonies -- offering food
or goods to monks -- were often arranged
either in schools or in temples. Students
are encouraged to participate in various
Buddhist competitions held regionally.

Learning activities related to
learning about other religions are limited.
None of the schools bring students to
visit different religious places, nor do they
invite religious personal to participate in
teaching, as they often do with temples and
monks. The Christmas party prepared by
foreign teachers in the English department
is the only school activity related to other
religions. Many teachers said that they asked
Christian or Muslim students to share their
religion and traditions in the classroom.
Because all RE teachers are Buddhist, they
do not know the details and practices of
other faiths.

4) Collaboration with religious
organizations and inter-religious
participation

Schools are closely related to
several temples in the area. They cooperate
with the temple in teaching and participating
in Buddhist events. Monks are often invited
to the school to teach, conduct religious

ceremonies, and participate in religious
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events. Schools also bring students to the
temple to participate in religious events.
None of the schools have invited people
from other religions to teach or participate
in RE in school, nor were students brought
to visit churches or mosques. Inter-religious
or multi-religious activities were unknown
to RE teachers.
5) Assessment

Written tests evaluate
knowledge about religions based on the
learning areas of the Basic Core Curriculum.
For the lower secondary levels, almost
100 percent of the evaluation is about
Buddhism, with a few questions about other
religions. For the upper secondary level,
the portion of questions about Buddhism
to other religions is 60 percent: 40 percent,
or 80 percent: 20 percent of which is similar
to those of ONET questions. Contents of
world religion include knowledge about
Christianity, Islam, Sikhism, Hinduism, and
Buddhism. Other assessment methods
include worksheets, participation in learning
activities, memorizing Buddhist prayer
and scriptures, group works, and projects.
Students are also trained to pay appropriate
respect to the Buddha statue and adopt
the Buddhist way of greeting or paying
respect to people according to their age

and social status with proper attitude and
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posture. Students from other faiths learn
the same contents but are exempt from
grading on some religious practices, such
as bowing down to the Buddha statue. All
religious practices in school are related
to Buddhism, so most RE teachers ask
students, for example, Christians, to report
on how they participate in Christian activities
at their churches or ask them to memorize/
read the Bible verses. Yet RE teachers lack
knowledge of other religions, so they have
no idea if their students’ understandings
are correct. Classroom discussions on
religious diversity and critical questions
to build understandings among different
faiths (Allgood, 2016; Rogers, 2011) are yet
unknown in Thai classrooms
6) School directors’ and
RE teachers’ views on the present RE
curriculum
The school directors admitted
that their schools” administration of the RE
curriculum follows the National Curriculum
in every aspect. All directors and teachers
agreed that a Buddhist-oriented education
is designed to serve the majority of
Buddhist students. Moreover, they admitted
that Christian or Muslim students are
not receiving RE according to their faith,
as written in the National Curriculum.

When asked whether the current religious
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education applies equally to all students,
most respondents answered, “Before you
ask this question, | had yet to think that
the current Buddhist-Oriented religious
education would be a fair or a problem for
students who believe in other religions.”
Teachers pointed to reasons why the school
does not provide multi-religious or pluralistic
religious education, consistent with the
provisions of the National Curriculum:

® The Basic Core Curriculum
upon which schools are evaluated and
supervised is mainly about Buddhism.

® The national test ONET
questions emphasize Buddhist teaching; it is
a large determinant of what schools teach.

® The textbooks and resources
for teaching about other religions are
limited.

® Teachers are Buddhistand are
not confident to teach about other religions
because they had never experienced or
learned about other faiths in-depth, nor
had they received RE teachers’ training.

® Teaching time is limited, but
the contents and the depth of knowledge
required about Buddhism by the National
Curriculum is already too much for regular
students, and even for the RE teachers.

® There are a limited number

of students from other religions, and the
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school does not have a budget to hire
teachers with the same faith from outside.
Nevertheless, many teachers
were confident that there is no religious
conflict among students with a different
faith. They said they heard no complaints
from Christian or Muslim students. Many
added, “Every student, no matter what
religion they are from, should learn
about Buddhism because Thailand is a
Buddhist country.” Yet students from
other religions are rarely asked about their
views, or how they feel when they are
obliged to be educated in a faith other
than their own.
Discussion and Conclusion
The findings of this study
demonstrated that there are ambivalences
in recognizing religious diversity in the Thai
constitutions, religious policies, and national
RE curriculum. All literally acknowledge
the equal religious rights of the religious
minorities; however, it practically bares
discrepancies in favoring a particular religion
over others which results in marginalization.
These fundamental contradictions are
reflected in the Northern Thai public
schools’ RE implementation that every
school practices the Buddhist confessional
RE for all regardless of students’ affiliation

to their faith.
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Thailand’s Constitution has
‘devolved’ in terms of religious freedom,
equality, and the state’s religious neutrality.
The Constitution Act 2007 impairs religious
equality by favoring Buddhism in Section
79. The Constitution Act of 2017 contains
contradictions. Sections 4 and 27 recognize
religious diversity and equality, while section
67 recognizes the supremacy of Buddhism.
In brief, Thailand’s political monotheism is
against the equal religious rights of people
from different faiths.

Similarly, the national RE curriculum
demonstrates the same contradictions.
Since learning about religion in public
school was introduced in 1981 and became
compulsory for every grade, the Buddhist-
Oriented Curriculum has necessitated that
public schools conform with Buddhist-
oriented administration. The national
religious curriculum requires equal RE,
but the curriculum has no details of
other religions equivalent to Buddhism.
The school directors and RE teachers in
the schools studied said that there are
insufficient contents of minor religions
available in the curriculum so that they have
no choice but to offer Buddhist-Oriented
RE. Although the national RE Curriculum
states teaching ‘about’ religions, the word

‘about’” here is used differently from what

Haynes (Lester and Roberts, 2006) and
Anderson (2011) described. Both scholars
described that education ‘about’ religion
seeks to include a diverse range of religious
and non-religious views and belief systems.
On the other hand, Thailand’s RE requires
knowledge about Buddhism or (not and)
those of learner’s religion which does not
include others at the same rate.

Additionally, the empirical findings
suggest the absence of RE suited to one’s
religion as guaranteed in the national
curriculum. Buddhist-centric education is
practiced as a natural discourse for all in
Northern Thai public schools. Teachers cite
the national curriculum and the national
exams, which stress Buddhism as the reason
for this exclusivity. This mainstream RE simply
ignores the Christian and Muslim students
the schools accommodate. As Turner (2013.
p. 24) points out, ‘ongoing civilizational
tensions caused by political engagement
with religious diversity have been ignored
especially in Buddhism-oriented religious
school education. Doubtless, Turner’s
observation would hold if Christianity, Istam,
Judaism, or any other religion politically
dominated others.

It is noteworthy that the teacher is
a critical factor in students’ RE experience

(Moulin, 2011; Robinson, 2013), however,
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there is no RE teacher training even
though practical, faith-based education is
a compulsory subject. The school directors
and RE teachers gave an offhand response,
“the majority of students are Buddhist,
the Curriculum is Buddhist-Oriented, and
all teachers are also Buddhists.” Some of
them added, “All religions teach good, so
students from other faiths also can learn
from Buddhism.” Religious pluralism is
simply not a consideration.

The natural acceptance of Buddhism
for all is hegemonic that school directors
and RE teachers perceive the present RE as
just normal, peaceful, and suitable for all.
In fact, apart from Buddhism, Christianity,
and Islam, there are significant numbers of
highlanders who worship ghosts and are
not officially counted. Nevertheless, the
majority Buddhist population monopolizes
the legal, political, and educational space.
As Bianco and Slaughter (2016) observe,
“Thailand has a long and consistent policy
of denying concessions to a pluralist vision
of its identity which would arise from
formal recognition of differences, and has
never embraced, at the official level, any
discourse approximating multiculturalism.”

Decades of studies and RE
reformations in other countries have

incorporated RE in contexts of religious
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diversity (Jackson, 2004, 2013; Julia Martinez-
Arifio and Sara Teinturier, 2019; International
Association for Religious Freedom, 2002).
Studies suggest that academically and
balanced classes about various religions
promote civic-mindedness, friendship, and
belongingness (Anderson, 2011; Robinson,
2013; Floresta, 2019). On the other hand,
neither secularization nor monolithic RE
has been found useful; many researchers
areue that the need for a balanced and
appropriate RE is at a critical stage of
development (MacMullen, 2004; Schachter,
2006; Hartwick et al., 2015).

Unlike other democratic countries
that accommodate religious diversity, in
Thailand, studies and debates about multi-
religious education are still rare. Christian and
Muslim students, who are exposed daily to
Buddhist symbols and rituals, might dispute
the teachers’ confident assertion that their
schools contain no religious conflicts or
problems. The findings of this study suggest
that nowhere is there a greater need for a
balanced approach to RE than in Thailand.
As a multi-ethnic, multi-religious country,
Thailand should ensure that its citizens
are imbued with respect for individual
religious freedom and equal human rights.
Yet as long as the Thai constitution asserts

a double standard and the RE curriculum
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marginalizes religious minorities, religious

discrimination may prevail.

Suggestions and Recommendations
1) There should be more qualitative

researches on RE implementations at both

state’s policies affect RE perceptions and
attitudes of different stakeholders.

2) Comparative studies on
equal, inclusive religious education with
neighboring countries will help develop

religious education in Thailand.

micro and macro level to explore how the
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ABSTRACT
This research was creative research. Fieldworks and data collected on Isan folk

music were brought as knowledge in contemporary songwriting. “Phuthai 5” song was
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composed for playing the guitar with the harp. Knowledge of Western music and Isan folk
music in principles and concepts, including the techniques of playing musical instruments
from different cultures, were combined. The “Phu Thai” rhythm was expanded from the
original 4/4 to 5/4. The song was divided into A and B using the concept of jazz music.
Both parts were on different scales. The guitar and the harp were used to perform the
main melody, and there was a harmonization of the two musical instruments. Dorian
Mode was also used in the chorus. Both instruments were allowed to be conducted in
the improvisation style. Chord extensions were used to produce interesting harmonies.
The concept of composing a song was explained for the benefit of music academics. The
main melody was simple, while the concepts and methods of playing were complicated.
As a result, listeners got a new music-listening experience.

Keywords: E-san Fusion, Contemporary Music Composition
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ABSTRACT

The researcher was impressed with the application of ethnographic research when
he started reading academic papers related to ethnographic methodology. After studying it
for some time, this method has been used to study the issue of MSM in Twitter users for
various purposes since 2016, including to develop this methodology for my Ph.D. thesis.
After the field study, the researchers discovered numerous intriguing concerns, one of
which was MSM utilizing sexual activity and substance misuse to build camaraderie and
networks. To further comprehend the phenomena, the objective of this study was to
examine the attitudes and feelings of MSM towards substance abuse and how to build an
MSDA community. the researcher wanted to go deeper into the notion of autoethnography.
This paper is divided into two sections: 1) Auto ethnography’s epistemology. Which are
more powerful than other techniques of obtaining in-depth information and need the skill
of researchers to analyze the language and content found in the study area to acquire
correct and full data. 2) Case studies of MSDA men who have sex and use drugs to build
camaraderie and networks between them. From three participants in the study, the
results are presented to the reader to make them feel as if they are there. According to
the findings, drugs in the research participant community were more than just dangerous
substances things can be seen on the pages of many media. It is, nevertheless, a symbolic
capital in the development of interpersonal interactions and connections.

Keywords: Ethnography, Autoethnography, MSDA, Narcotic
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