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Abstract

This research article aimed to compare the spelling ability of lower secondary
school students before and after learning through the teaching of Pali-Sanskrit linguistic
principles by means of exercises and homophone memorisation. The study employed a
one-group pretest—posttest experimental design (One-Group Pretest—Posttest Design).
The sample consisted of forty-seven Year 8 students from a demonstration school in
Bangkok, who were selected through purposive sampling. The researcher organised
learning activities based on the teaching of Pali-Sanskrit linguistic principles through
structured exercises and techniques for memorising vocabulary using homophones. The
research instruments comprised six lesson plans on The Ramakian: The Episode of Narai
Subduing Nonthok, covering six class periods, a pretest and posttest on spelling ability
consisting of thirty items, which were Pali-Sanskrit vocabulary pairs with parallel
meanings and word forms, and six sets of exercises. Data were analysed using descriptive
statistics, namely the mean and standard deviation, and inferential statistics by
employing a t-test for Dependent Samples to compare the pretest and posttest scores.

The findings revealed that the students’ spelling ability after learning was

significantly higher than before learning at the .05 level, with an average increase of 9.15
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points. When the results were examined by ability level, it was found that the Needs
Improvement group showed the greatest improvement, with an average increase of
14.58 points, followed by the Fair group, which increased by 9.15 points, while the Good
group showed stable scores. The results indicated that teaching through Pali-Sanskrit
linguistic principles by means of exercises and homophone memorisation is an effective
approach to improving spelling skills, particularly among students with weaker
foundations, who were able to gain a clearer understanding of the relationship between

sound and word form.

Keywords: spelling, Pali-Sanskrit, homophones, skill exercises, lower secondary students
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