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Abstract

The content of democracy has been taught relentlessly in Thai
schools for a long time and much of the content has been recomposed
to be the “truth” and “collective national memory.” Therefore, the
objectives of this research article are to study and discuss the dominant
memorial narratives in the case of: (1) the revolution of June 24, 1932
and the abdication of King Rama VII, (2) the 22 May 2014 coup d’état
and administration under the National Council for Peace and Order
(NCPO) and (3) other issues. The author uses many sources such as
teachers’ manuals, books, textbooks, lesson plans, exercise papers,
exercises in school books, examination questions, teaching activities and

instruction media covering: (1) the subject of social studies, religion and
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culture (2) the subject of Thai history and (3) the subject of citizenship
education in both primary and secondary schools. The main argument
is that a lot of the democracy issues which have been taught in schools
have problems of dealing with the memory and have transformed non
- democracy into democracy, especially so far as they relate to King
Rama VII and the NCPO. Furthermore, the content has given special
importance to the King’s supremacy not to civilian supremacy. Also, the

content is distrustful of a democratic regime.
Keywords: Memory, Forgetting, Non - Democracy, Thai School System
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