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Abstract

The research entitle ‘A Critical Study of Women in Theravada Buddhism’ aims to
study the historical episode of the women in Theravada Buddhism, to analyze their roles and
contributions to Buddhism, to apply their roles and contributions as good examples to the modern
society. The results revealed that women’s history in the scripture of Theravada Buddhism, there
were various ancestor, character and attainment. The role of women and family, ladies have to
gratefulness to their parents. The role of a good wives, they have to exist in morality. The role of
daughter-in-law, she has to follow the teachings of parents. The role of mothers, they have to
take care of children to be good people. The role of Upasikas, they had taken refuge in the
Triple Gem. As Samneri (female novices),they had observed Ten Silas; as Sikkhamana they had
to prepare themselves to be ready for ordination as Bhikkhuni; and as Bhikkhuni (female monks),

they had to practice meditation, both Samatha and Vipassana) to achieve a full enlightenment.

Keywords: (Study and analysis),(Women),(Theravada Buddhism)
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