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Abstract

This article was part of a research paper named “A Study of the Principles of
Buddhadhamma as Appeared in Vessantara Jataka in Present Thai Society” containing 3
objectives: (1) study the story of Vessantara Jataka in Buddhist scriptures, (2) to study the
Dhamma principles that appeared in the Vessantara Jataka and (3) to apply the virtues
appeared in Vessantara Jataka in today’s Thai society. It was document research. The results
revealed that Vessantara Jataka is a Buddhist literature called Mahdchat. Its contents detail
the conducts of Bodhisattva born as Vessantara. The Dhamma principles that appear in the
Maha Vessantara Jataka are; the action law, negligence, alms-giving, 4 Adhijpateyya, 4
Brahmavihdra, 6 Sangahavatthu, etc. The analysis of the Dhamma found in Vessantara
Jataka for applying to recent Thai society showed that these virtues help a happily living with
being mindful and aware, heedlessness, knowing what is beneficial and harmful to life,
realizing the value and physical health, doing good through speech, actions, having
compassion, generosity without jealous of others, and holding wholesome mind. Daily
exercise of the Dhamma found in Vessantara Jataka will provide the prosperity and social
strength, reducing the family’s problems and peaceful living in society.

Keywords: Education, Vessantara Jataka, Dharma
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