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Abstract

This academic article aims to analyze the evolution of religious sites in Buddhism, from their
deep-rooted origins in canonical principles to their complex role as contemporary community centers.
The central argument is that the physical forms and social functions of these sites are a direct
outcome of the fundamental principles of the Dhamma and Vinaya. This research employs a
qualitative, interdisciplinary document analysis, integrating the study of the Pali Tipitaka and its
commentaries with an art-historical analysis of Thai architecture and a sociological perspective on the
role of religious institutions. The findings reveal that: 1) the First Buddhist Council established a
doctrinal and regulatory "olueprint" that dictated the functional requirements of sacred spaces; 2) the
role of the "Nawakamm@dhitthAyl," or construction supervisor, has evolved in response to the
socio—political dynamics of each era; 3) the evolution of Buddhist architecture in Thailand reflects
shifts in state ideology, from the Dhammar@ja concept of the Sukhothai period to the Devardja
concept in the Ayutthaya period; and 4) modern temples (wats) face the challenge of balancing their
traditional identity of spiritual simplicity with the reality of managing complex infrastructure
comparable to that of large public institutions. This article concludes that religious sites are dynamic
institutions that reflect the continuous yet adaptive relationship between doctrine, architectural form,
and social function.
Keywords: Religious Site; Wat; Community Center; Dhamma-Vinaya; Buddhist Architecture;
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