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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to study discriminant factors on Prathomsuksa 6
students’ critical thinking skills and to create the equation of discriminant factors of the
students’ critical thinking skills in the academic year 2017 in the Office of Chiang Rai
Educational Service Area 2. The samples of the study, 412 students, were selected by Multi-
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Stage Random Sampling. The study employed 2 research instruments; a test of critical thinking
skills and a set of questionnaires of discriminant factors in critical thinking skills. The
questionnaires comprise 9 perspectives; study behavior (A), achievement motivation (B),
attitudes toward study (C), anxiety (D), troubleshooting (E), self- concept (F), instructional
management (G), parent study supports from (H) and classroom atmosphere (I). Data analysis
employed Discriminant Analysis and Stepwise Method by Wilk’s Lambda. The findings of the
study revealed that the factors such as; achievement motivation (B), study behavior (A),
troubleshooting(E), and self-concept (F) significantly presented the discrimination of critical
thinking skills of Prathomsuksa 6 students as shown in the co-efficiency and standard equation
of discriminant factors as follows; Z = 1.768(B) - .702 (E) - .348(A) - . 300(F) and Y = -3.633 +.
252 (B) - .080 (E) - .046 (A) - .036 (F) and Y = .1.768 (B) - .702 (E) - .348(A) - .300(F). The equation

of discriminant factors was able to correctly signify members in both groups as rated 84 %.
Keywords: Discriminant, Critical thinking
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