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Abstract

This research presents a correlation of social processes that
influenced a “Localism Consciousness” of Isan people in the period
between 1932 and 1957. Findings revealed that there were three
factors that gave Isan people the perception of regionalism:
1) Economic and social change, Municipal regional reform from the era
of King Rama V encouraged commercial expansion in the region and
influenced villagers to trade. Thanks to a new educational system,
some of the villagers graduated to become civil servants resulting in a
group of modern leaders who played roles in local development;
2) Politics and democracy after 1932 stimulated Isan people to
participate in the “national politics areas.” Members of the House of
Representatives for the Isan region requested the central government
develop locals, and 3) Thought expansion advocating “Nationalism”
resulting from the state policies of Thailand and Lao (PDR) in 1937s
motivated Isan people to focus on the importance of their history and
culture. These factors influenced social changes among Isan people

under the concept of “Localism Consciousness”.

Keywords: social changes, localism consciousness, local history of Isan
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