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Abstract

This research purposively studied and analyzed social reflection
through the composites in literature of the Book “Sangsilpachai” code
9.150.064, from the Institute for Southern Thai Studies, Thaksin
University. The book is composed of poems called Kab Surangkanang
28 (a poem with 28 syllables per line) and Kab Yanee 11 (a poem with
11 syllables per line). Related works indicate that “Sangsilpachai” was
mostly found in Mekong Basin communities and used for entertaining
and cultural purposes. Nang Pramo Thai, the paintings on the wall of
the assembly hall (Ubosot), etc. serve as examples. However, after
studying the related works, the researchers found that “Sangsilpachai”
also was found in several southern ceremonies such as Nora Rongkru
(showing gratitude to the Nora’s master) in the khae snbdistricr,
Amphoe Mueang, Patthalung province and was used as the name of a
pattern of the Manora dance. In this regard, the study indicated that
the social reflection in this ancient book consisted of 9 major
composites: 1) the character’s survival; 2) the landscape; 3) the gamble
i.e. Saka, the gamble popular amongst the elites but unfamiliar to the
commoners; 4) the ceremonies e.¢. a funeral, admission of guilt,
consolation, and sacrifice; 5) the belief in the superstition e.g. astrology
and prophecy, the falling gecko, and eye twitching; 6) allurement; 7)
the bribery; 8) the health care system; and 9) the marketing system.
The Sangsilpachai book is spread throughout all regions of Thailand and
even across the borders to the nearby countries of the ASEAN, though
the prosodic patterns and techniques may be different according to
specific locations, cultures, or how it is referred to by local people.

Keywords : social reflection, literature, Sangslipachai, the southern part
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