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The Chao Mae Song Nang: Signification of Belief and
the Role in Empowering Local Power
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Abstract

The beliefs of the Chao Mae Song Nang’s female spirit worship
visibly appear in the communities of the Khong river basin and have
diffused to communities of the Chi river basin through time. It can also
be noticed that the different myths of the Cho Mae Song Nang are
related to various contexts of historical backgrounds and ecotypes of
each community. However, traces of the shared plot of myths and a
collective sense of the history and ethnicity of Laohood were hidden in
those variously detailed versions. By using a content analysis technique
in order to examine shared keywords and themes of Chao Mae Song
Nang’s beliefs and myths, this paper endeavours to grasp 1) Signification
of Chao Mae Song Nang’s beliefs of communities by representing the
supporting conditions of this belief that can influence the perceptions
and practices of believers, who believe in the realistic existence of
Chao Mae Song Nang. These supporting conditions relied upon the
Tai-Lao ethnicity’s structure of ideology and belief of 1.1) animism and
Naka cult or serpent worship and 1.2) discursive practices of rituals and
social organizations of people involved. Another studied issue is 2) the
role of Chao Mae Song Nang’s belief in empowering and developing the
local community. The community of Tha Khon Yang is a distinctive case
where the official version of Chao Mae Song Nang’s myth was
transformed to a local version according to the context of historical
background and ecoculture of locality. Importantly, this belief has also
been also integrated with other social and cultural capitals of the

community as a mean of community development.

Keywords : Chao Mae Song Nang, Myth and Belief, Signification,

Community Development
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