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Abstract

This article presents the results of a study on 1) the various
techniques used in vote buying and 2) developing guidelines to prevent
vote buying. The results of the study are the expressed opinions of
voters in the Northeast of Thailand. The study found the following:
1) Accusations made by Northeast voters revealed their understanding
of vote buying techniques. The accusations were presented as follows:
candidate’s agents typically presented gifts to voters, or money was
given in amounts of 500-1,000 baht per head to as much as 2000 baht
per head in some local elections. On the eve of Election Day, money
was given again as a reminder. Food was also given in some cases. In
addition, some services were offered, such as taking voters on touring
trips or special participation in functions such as ordinations, wedding or
funeral. Tricky betting schemes in favor of certain candidates and
populist policies were also another form of vote buying. 2) As for
guidelines or ways to prevent vote buying, voters suggested the
following: political education should be given to people at all levels;
people should raise their level of consciousness and realize the public
good is only served by good candidates; initiate an anti-vote buying

campaign; and engage harder electoral laws with harsher punishment.
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