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Saw-Bang : Cultural Transmission Created and
Played by Bokaew Villagers at Tambon Bokaew,
Amphoe Nakhhu Kalasin Province.
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Abstract

The unique construction process and cultural role played by a
traditional musical instrument called the Saw-Bang are the subjects of
this study. The Saw-Bang is a fiddle like instrument typically found in
villages of Northeast Thailand. This report focuses on villagers in
Borkeaw Sub District, Nakhu District, in Kalasin Province and discusses
the production process and materials they use in the creation of the
Saw-Bang. Also presented are observations on how the production
process influences the melody of the instrument, when played by
different local villagers, and the overall cultural role of the Saw-Bang.
The population in the study consisted of villagers selected by
purposive sampling in Borkeaw Sub District, Nakhu District, Kalasin
Province. The research instruments were a survey form, an interview
form, observation form, and group conversation. The results of the
study show that the materials used in the production process of the
Saw-Bang are a bamboo stick, steel knife, shaver, wood piercer, brake
cable, nylon cable, plastic cable, and the gum from local trees called
“Sard”. The crucial steps in the production process are selection of
bamboo stick, measurement of the stick, shaving, line setting, piercing
of an amplifier slot, and making of the bows. With respect to
musicology, the pentatonic scale is used including F*, A", BC", EF".

The scale is in the structure of the F# minor pentatonic scale.



NFATIFIMIUNTNNWAUT WHIINOdoTBAMIHaUT

T 1 auN 3 Auensu-5uNAY 2557 11

Two lines of the instrument are played harmonically; one line serves as
a rhythm maker, and the other a drone. The instrument is normally
used when singing traditional songs such as Lai-longkuang,
Lai-lumphuthai, Lai-lumhaipon, Lai-derndong, and lai-soodsanan. Lastly,
a study of Saw-Bang’s social role found that both individual and

community ceremonial roles are related to the instrument.

Keywords: Saw-Bang, Traditional musical instruments, Fiddles, Kalasin
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