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Abstract

This article presents the authors perspective on “Local Buddhism”,
the most semiotic phenomena in Dhammada Sorn Loke, which is likely
a compilation of old beliefs. On the surface, it might appear that these
old beliefs are universal and appear as the same old story composed
of different contents and backgrounds. With that premise in mind, the
researcher studied the contents by classifying their plots and word
composition to identify the cultural semiotic. It was found that this
literary work was composed of different chapters that were
meaningfully connected to one another. After the chapters had been
classified by their cultural semiotic, it was surprisingly revealed that
they exemplified the stories of people’s lives. The researcher further
discovered that there is a causal conflict in some chapters/cases which
requires further study. As an example, in chapter 3, or “Pra Raja Mang
Krong Tao”, there is indication of a conflict between local beliefs and
religion. The king haduncom promising rigid religious convictions which
seemed to rule out any recognition of the old traditions. The resulting
conflict ended in tragedy. The story proves that the practice of old
traditions isstillvery powerful even though religion was later established
through anabsolute monarchy system. Religious practices are
unacceptable for people in the city where no rule has been reinforced

to control them.

Keywords: Dhammada Sorn Loke, Combination, Semiotic, Buddhism,
Belief, Local Way of Life
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