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Fingerprints and Personal Identification
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Abstract

A finger-print can be considered a witness. In presenting court
testimony fingerprints are often compared by forensic scientists to identify
a person during an investigation. Fingerprints cannot be changed and

remain the same from birth to death. Fingerprints are often evaluated by
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experts at a crime scene by using unique powders that adhere to the
nearly invisible prints. Microscopic enlargement is used to inspect every
detail of the print. In cases where investigators of a criminal act have no
suspect in custody, special techniques are used to identify special
characteristic minutia such as appearance of a branch line pattern, sort
lien and lake line. The line and dot technique can be used by an experts
while collecting minutia appearing on the finger-print palm (of hand), or
on the sole of the foot. Ten special characteristics are identified and can

confirm that the prints belong to a particular person.
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