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here was relationship between

Prae-wa Cloth and one’s lifestyle.

Since Prae-wa was related to
one’s ritual and being combined in
Pu-thai’ s life for centuries. Recently,
it became a part of cultural heritage for
good revenue. Prae-wa reflected the past
history, migration, record of social
structure, trading system, and media for
conveying the abstract thinking which
was selected from surrounding evidence.
According to the observation, most of
Prae-wa Weaving Enterprises was
implemented by Pu-Thai Women from
the preparation of fiber, dyeing, technique
creation, and designing. Finally, the step
for being woven as Fabric. In the mean-
while, Pu-thai Men would support
Prae-wa Weaving to be well accomplished
since they played their role in constructing
and mending the weaving equipment,
growing and maintaining the crop for
being woven: the mulberry tree, cotton,

indigo, Ke, the tree for feeding the lac
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etc. So, the history and development of
Prae-wa were related to hstory of Pu-thai
ethnic, lifestyle, social structure, and trading
system. This article, aimed to present the
development of Prae-wa Cloth from the

wisdom heritage to the Queen of Silk.

Prae-wa Cloth:

Wisdom Inheritance

According to Prae-wa, for Pu-thai
People, the word “Prae” referred to
“Approximate One Wa of Length”
(2 meters long). In former time, Prac-wa
was a “Kreung Yong Kong Eh” or major
accessory of Pu-thai women especially in
formal rite “Ed Pa Soo” or marriage
since it would be used as a shawl for
the bride. But, it was rarely appeared since

the cloth could be damaged easily.

In former time, most of the Warp
and the Weft would be bright red fiber,
Ke Yellow Silk (golden yellow), Teal (dark
green), indigo blue, and white color.
For some pieces, violet would be used
for creating the design. Prae-wa of that
period was called “Pa Prae-wa Fai dang
yo” (the details were in article “Prae-wa

Fai dang-yo Red Cotton Prae-wa”).

Since 1978 until now, Praec-wa has
been changed the pattern once more from
the use of cotton for the Warp and Weft,
and the silk for creating the design. Then,
the small silk yarn (top silk) was used as
material for weaving. For the color and
structure of design, the former tradition
was focused on: the lac red plain was

used alternated with Ke Yellow color

Artistic Prae-wa: Wisdom Inheritance into Queen of Silk ““
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(golden yellow), Teal (dark green), indigo
blue, and white color. Some piece might
be violet silk like the first 16 pieces of
Prae-wa being woven by silk yarn given
by Her Majesty the Queen, and Pu-thai
women led by Mrs. Kammai Yokasing
went to present Prae-wa at Klaikangwon
Royal Palace, Hua-hin District, Prajuab-
kirikan Province. The beauty of Prae-wa
was impressed by Her Majesty the Queen
very much until it was included in an
enterprise of Art Occupation Promotion

Foundation since then.

Artistic Praewa: Queen of Silk

According to Her Majesty the Queen’s
far sighted viewing, Prae-wa Cloth is
prominently beautiful rather than being
only Pu-thai women’s shawl. So, the Queen
suggested to improve color of Prae-wa
Cloth to be changed from lac red plain
into different colors, and expand its length
of Feum from 12-14 Lob (its width was
40 centimeters) to Feum 18-22 Lob (its
width was 70- 80 centimeters). In addition,
the plain cloth was woven in extending
for designing women’s contemporary

dress.

Another important factor which caused
development of Prac-wa indicating its beauty
as well as worthy, was the contest of silk
in North Eastern Region at Lan-kam-hom,
Pu-pan Royal Place, Sakonnakon Province
of Art Occupation Promotion Foundation
in Her Majesty the Queen, has been
implemented since 1990. There were

more than ten thousand weavers from
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everywhere in Esan according to their
awareness of Her Majesty the Queen’s

support and watercourse of mercy.

Every year Esan weavers would
select the excellent Thai srong weavers
for this contest. If the weaver’s silk won
the prize, it was the guarantee her excellent
performance. Every weaver knew that
this stage was the top contest for silk cloth
beauty. The weaver would receive reward
from the hand of person who revived
the silk life. Every weaver intended to
have good occasion in being attendance of
Her Majesty the Queen closely. Moreover,
if the weaver had merit. She might see
her own performance silk to be appeared
as the Queen’s elegant and valuable dress

as well.

The silk brought to contest by weavers,
included different kinds of local silk as
identity of North Eastern Region as follows:
Mud-mee silk, Mud-mee Ko silk (Mud-
mee Ta/Mud-mee Kan), Plain Silk Cloth,
Hang-ka-rog Silk (Squirrel’s tail), Ked-tao
silk (Turtle’ shell), Look-kaew silk (glass bead
design), Kid silk cloth (Weft Brocade), silk
sarong, creative Mud-mee design silk, and

the last one was Prae-wa Fabric.

Prae-wa was not only to win the
honorable prize, but every level of Prae-wa
Cloth also became the model for the other
weavers later. It was Her Majesty the Queen’s
great support. Since Prae-wa which was
Pu-thai people’s heritage to be disappeared,
was not only revived once more, but it
also was developed the pattern and color

for showing its beauty as Queen of Silk.

Artistic Prae-wa: Wisdom Inheritance into Queen of Silk "
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Prae-wa Cloth, and Fai Dang-yo (Indian Mulberry Red Cotton) were woven
based on traditional custom as Cho Plai Cheung Design, Major Design, and
Body of Cloth (the Large Design in the middle of fabric), about 120 years
ago, woven by 12 Lob Feum (which was 40 centimeters wide, and
220 centimeters long), Ban-nongyang, Noneyang Sub-district, Kammuang

District, Kalasin Province.
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Prae-wa Cloth, and Fai Dang-yo (Indian Mulberry Red
Cotton) were woven based on traditional custom as
Cho Plai Cheung Design, Major Design, without Dok-
om-kan-lai. But, Ngoo Loi (floated snake) was used for
alternated the major design instead, about 80-10 years
ago, woven by 12 Lob Feum (which was 40 centimeters
wide, and 180 centimeters long), Ban-lao-pupan,
Ban-lao-pu-pan Sub-district, Somdej District, Kalasin
Province.
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Prae-wa Red Lac Plain Color was woven from small silk (Top silk), the pattern of first 16 pieces
of Prae-wa being from the given silk yarn from Her Majesty the Queen in 1979. It was woven
from 12 Lob Feum (which was 40 centimeters wide, 250 centimeters long), Ban-pone, Pone
Sub-district, Kammuang District, Kalasin Province. (It belongs to Mrs. Kammai Yokasing)
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Prae-wa Dark Blue Color was adapted according to suggestion of Her Majesty the Queen.
[t was woven in 1979 from 12 Lob Feum (which was 40 centimeters wide, and 250 centimeters
long), Ban-pone, Pone Sub-district, Kammuang District, Kalasin Province. (It belongs to Mrs. Kammai
Yokasing)
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The fabric presented for contest at Pu-pan Royal Place, Sakonnakon Province, was woven
from from 22 Lob Feum (which was 80 centimeters wide, and 350 centimeters long),

Ban-pone, Pone Sub-district, Kammuang District, Kalasin Province.
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The present Prae-wa Cloth (2015), is preferred to
be the shawl woven from 6-9 Lob Feum (20-25 cen-
timeters width, 250-300 centimeters length), Ban-
nongchang, Nongchang Sub-district, Samchai District,
Kalasin Province.
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Sratong, Kamson. The person with excellent performance in Culture, Visual Art (Prae-wa Silk in 1992). She is
42 years old, lives at 42, Moo 4, Ban-pone, Pone Sub-district, Kammuang District, Kalasin Province.

The Interview was performed on the 1* February 2015.

Yokasing, Kammai. (who presented Silk Prae-wa to Her Majesty the Queen for the first time in 1977) She is 83 years
old, lives at 65, Moo 3, Ban-pone, Pone Sub-district, Kammuang District, Kalasin Province. The Interview

was performed on the 1" February 2015.
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