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The Role of Phra Lak Phra Lam in Society and
Culture of Two sides of The Mekong River
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Abstract

The objective of this article was to study the role of the literature
“Phra Lak Phra Lam” or “Ramayana” in Lao version immerged in the
society and culture of the Mekong River basin in the aspects of 1) the fine
arts, 2) the performing arts, and 3) the entertainment. The study revealed
that the Phra Lak Phra Lam literature still had a role in social and culture
along the Mekong river basin in the high level which could be said that:
1) the role in fine arts in the paintings and sculptures were prominent
in both of Laos and northeast of Thailand which the picture of Phra Lak
Phra Lam has appeared in the paintings influenced by the royal artist and
the local artist while most of sculptures were influenced by Ramayana
story or from Ramayana of Thai version, 2) the role of performing arts
includes “the Knone drama” and “Nang Keaw Dance” which were the
outstanding performance in the colonial and the Kingdom period, although
currently there is a change of government administration, the Phra Lak
Phra Lam are still performed, especially in Luang Prabang, and 3) the role
in entertainment was very popular in the northeast of Thailand which
adapted in both “Mo Thai” and Mo Lam”, while it was only adapted in
the performance of “Mo Thai” in Laos, there was also be the change of
characteristics of Phra Lak Phra Lam to be the Bodhisattva who conserved
a natural resources in the context of new social for political reasons, and
there is only one “Mo Lam band in the northeast of Thailand has taken

this role to perform.

Keywords : Phra Lak Phra Lam, The Role of Literature, Social and Culture
of The Mekong River Basin
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