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Abstract
The objective of the research titled “Medical Hub Policy Strategy and Situations

Reflecting Impact on the Health System of Thailand” is to study and review situations amid
the Medical Hub policy and its impacts on the health system of Thailand. The scope of
study covers the “Center of Excellent Health Care of Asia” strategic plan (2004-2008) until the
“Thailand as World Class Health Care Provider” strategic plan (2010-2014). The methodology
is based on qualitative approach using documentary research from secondary and tertiary
data in relation to the Medical Hub policy strategy, including the impacts on Thailand’s
health system.

The findings revealed that the Medical Hub policy had its origin in the increasing
number of foreigners traveling to Thailand for medical purposes, especially in the private
sector. After the 1997 economic crisis in Thailand, private hospitals had to adapt themselves to
revenue decreases by rendering more healthcare services to foreigners. In the meantime, the
government used this opportunity to solve the economic problems seeking earnings for the
country by means of providing healthcare to foreigners. The two strategies were therefore
instigated through the actions of related public agencies. Throughout the implementation of
the strategic plans, there had been an increase in the number of foreign healthcare receivers
reflecting a success of the policy. However, there had also been a certain number of doctors
and nurse practitioners resigning from the public sector during this period reflecting a brain
drain to the private sector as the main service provider to the foreigners. This situation
implied an impact on the health system of Thailand.

The research recommended that the participation in making and implementation of
the Medical Hub policy should include all sectors namely the public, private and societal
sectors in order to get comprehensive perspectives to solve problems and mitigate impacts
incurred in the mainstream health system of the country. Moreover, the public and private
sectors should establish mechanism and guidelines to share the use of medical resources,
especially the human resources, in order to manage balance between the services provided
by the private and public sectors as the public sector is the main provider in the national
health system.

Keywords: Medical Hub/ health system impact/ healthcare for foreigners
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yosmasgiiiteras ndoyauaznsinundinanisiliduiiaulednuaniunsaliiagvio
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Uszaulymansinisaseufigaanaunnuastinniziiigainediuiuinn lnglamgdsuuinig
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Linfurlussiuniiniregud Tnenmiraulinnusamaiifiidsdegadunivuinmams
widuazguanlulszindlne (A538m smslnwn, 2554) SguiadafnuunAniiiedsaiunis
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wlgvgduasunisamuiuaunn lnenisantemvuansasmuaialsmeuawising uag
Wiusgazansariun® dmsuaniudszneunsiunisium qudnisunmdienizna gud
U3mamelulaB@nunisunng uazmsuuds uarAuduaruinisiugunin saieniiums
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anwazn1siuleveesuuinIsyaneIauaznsinw lulsewewrauazanu
WeIUIA

yseilasdulvgfemdenlivimmvedsmenaiidieglumansunw uazly
Friavieainddapdundn Winssnumenaiildsuanuien Ae denssudunsgn
HIAaale wazAuey Wuanssy n15e9aguam waslsamaduemis Wudu (@idn
MsfusNsuaznIsaay, 2554) Inedudaenssunsean Sevay 5.85 idnlsawila Souay
5.06 AAENTIUANNY Tevay 4.46 VunnsIu Sewar 3.46 lsAufiuems Jeuay 3.46
TI9AUAMN wazdu fevar 4.51 (nsuatfuayuudnisquan, 2554) eusnidunissnunly
gruzdihglutaziUisuon lsmeIunauazanIuneIUIALENTY 226 WHSTHUSEMATIBINT
Tsaflwsenansuuinmssnvmeuialugusiiisuendudusiu 1 snfigafelsaszuy
mela Anidufevay 24.7 ausnsne avmainaeusndue Avilvieniens Seuas 13.2
Tsnszuulvadoudon Sevar 9.6 lsnfindenarUsan Sovas 7.8 wavensuaniuazAsdinund
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fildannsadmunlsalungudule fovas 6.9 mssnwmeuiadwluguzdinelulsmeiuia
LAYATUNETUNALONTL 236 WishUsemAssnudn ysmsmnAdhiumssnwmeuiasme
TsnfndenarUsamnniian Andulesas 24.4 sesasnfolsaszuumela Yovay 11.3 0113
wanauazdsiaundnlilassaduunlsalungudulsl Jovas 8.4 lsaszuulvaivwden Sovay
7.1 waglsnszuugesamis saulsalutesln Jegas 5.0 (@rinauadifuiani, 2555)
anIuNEIIaTHUN S UsaIn sg I TUsEA UMM YA
dofinnsanfeeildiuisusazdnonmlunisusiusmuimssnvmeiuiaszezen
yosszmAlnenuin U3nsmsnsunmdvessemalnedsegludnuasinlugdiyann us
Fansdalsiiusnsfiiuda yaansinuamunnsgiu vinssefuunumaiduiivensu
weluladseiugauazininensvesiisfiasny Jsdidnenmlunsiulalddn Tnedoas
whildusnsluanundilnesinrudiung (niche) Isaztofindadiuseldvesgsiguam
Jaguudl lssmeunaludsenalnelasunisiusesnasgiluseduuiunganuy 1) JCl Joint
Commission International) Fadusnasgruiildfunisseniulusefuunma 2) HA
(Hospital Accreditation) wag 3) ISO (International Organization for Standardization) Tud
w.ei. 2553 smmeruialneldFunissessumnsgiu JC $1uau 16 us wagsuns Yuses
UMFFIULUU HA 38 ISO $1uu 58 Wiis (5530 wslnwn, 2554) aunseiisied w.a. 2557
Fathgavheveaunugmsmansnsiaunlisemelvedugudnansauaimuunsnd e
2553-2557) fS1unuanune unaiisunisiusesnasgu JC Ussavlsameunaifisdud
30 wis Fedulngdulsameruaonauy wenani Sefldaunenunaussanduiiunssuses
umsgin JC TFun aauneunaguagtiesyezendaL 1 wis aanuneiutaguanaed
rusuau 1 uwis anumenutanuugtheuensiuaus whanglud we. 2557 wasfindudu
12 uwiailefafoungainien wa. 2560 LATANTUNGIVIATINIUANTTUTEBNATFIUNTTYUA
éﬂ’;&awwmﬁﬂmu 17 wianelud w.a. 2557 (Joint Commission International, 2018)
YAAINTNNNITUNNIUAZWE 1A
Usenelnedidnamlunisudounmginuantunsinueg detifiugatu doya
nunndanlud we. 2558 FussmAlnsannsondauwnmgléiomn 2,537 au dud
90T wa. 2539 Awdnldifies 899 ausel (auudusi wnsdns, 2560) el 9nnsdEe
PAUTIBIUNINGINTANGITUAY NTTNTNESTUEY WloRTUINTIUIUYAGINTININIS
windvaaussimalnenudt Tussesiaa 10 U (w.a. 2547- 2557) Usewelnganunsonanunng
viupumme Lnduns uaznenunariiuuazdinseglusyuuuinsaunwdsana 6,720 AU 1,979
AU 2,761 AU UAE 32,565 AU ARy Turagiinsnanunmg Usemelnedanitunsinm

- 36 -



3ETAUANTINAUNY MUY
Vol. 14 No. 2 (July - December 2018)

frndounndifinduann 13 an1ou Hu 21 an1du (hsuatuayuuinisgunn, 2560) agnsls
fina wmeanilsvinnisnsdselaeferiuliymummdateenlud wa. 2558 wu 10 a1
MENTUIMIDNINTLUVIBINTENTNESTRULEY 977 Anszaumtln wiiles 1Auids 1Fes
Anouwrusn Tiifieawe llvanzay anuiiogluiuiisuas shlna Sunsie lnarseunia
wazaulauazvousunmam liunsdamiu Feulvd 91old dass Tadrggshionnuay
wazgsiamInanauuueietne Wudy el Suuwmdilaneanannsznmsasisuguny
11 wwndiuluyhaululssenunaensuunniign Andudosas 55.18 luvhaddn 317 au
Anludorar 37.29 dnluwnnd 41 au Andudosar 4.82 wagluilueansdumivende
23 au Anduseway 2.71 (@uuduv wnsdns, 2560)

FnUSIWIUNEITA Reus A, 2507 B9 6. 2557 INTIBIUNINEINTANTI AT
dinulovieuazensmans NIENTRaIsIsiEy null Ussmelneddiuiune uiadnan
Tumausine fadu 150,085 au lavegluninsy 129,529 Au nAloNwu 17,584 AU uaz
09AnsBasy 2,986 au Wealfisudadiuvessiuauneunaiioglunialenvunasnaigud o
f9unungualuniaensy 1 AusednuiuneIuIalunasyg 7.4 A lnensnaaneiuiaty
Uszwidlng Tnazneunamansluaafugaufnwsguiadiuin 29 wis Inedene1uia
Fsiavhenudu liud mhosnuyms fsa uazanneialng S 5 uis Inende
NYUIRFINAFNTUNTEUTUTIIUN A1HNNUUAANTENTNEEITUEY 1Y 28 Ue Uay
anduganfnuenau 21 wiv ninendesvdgdegd, v.u.d) Tud we. 2559 dglasulu
ouaRUsENeUATTNUszaa 180,000 A usvhnuluszuua3aifies 130,000 Ay valzindm
ABINTNEIUIATITE 160,000 AW Fedsuaupauagdn 30,000 A (#1107 Hfocus WIgEN
sruUgunm, 2559) eendlsAd JamnnsnanaauneuaIvIwlulsindlne Sudeiiian
suusanntu iesnniduuneunalidfismerernudesnisuimsgunimesssoud
fifutuegening uazmsidedrinieatumsndanerunadislsituseaudesnis Sudu
naa1ndaderiee laun nmsiidedndnvesiunusiunisinsnuluszuusnenis wazliasnsa
Snwidsaunmsmswerunaliluszuvguainils madaedifeaiuednnisuinislu 8 3ndw
meliUszauasughiaedeu ilimeunaillenmaiagindeudrseenluusznauinTnwuen
Ussaiilvimmeuunuiiganth saiinsfitmmenaulivinsaunmlulsane wastae
drAgyfe ulsuneduadunisdugudnansnisunng (Medical Hub) viliUsunaumsagifiun
THunisqunnlulsemelnennniu wernsverefaifintuogusniwesudnisguninme
nurlifianudosmsmdauluniaensuiiosesiufithemenifiunniu (esaat
A5, 2557: 81-90)
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d5duazanusnena

v
=1

nMfelimguszasdilednuiuasnumuaniunsalneldulouismsidugudnans
Men1sunng (Medical Hub) LLazmamgmﬁﬁﬁaiwuqﬁumwmaqmzmwﬂ,‘wEJ JGHELBIRT
994715398, UN15ANIATOUAGUUHUENSAANTLUTZEZUIN ABLNUENSAIEASNITHAIL
Tsemelnedugudnansquamvoaeds (wa. 2547-2551) aunsefanssiiuauny
wugmsenanimsiannliussmalne ugudnatsauamuiuned (e, 2553-2557) B
Wuuwugnsmansluszesdl 2 wuin Wwunsvesulouisnsidugudnarsmisnisunmd
(Medical Hub) Lﬁw‘ﬁummﬂmsLﬁmﬁuﬁuaal;:i%fw‘%ﬂmmemﬁmaﬁLﬁumqﬁwm%’ums%’ﬂm
neruatulssinalnelasianzlunaieniy ngluszezusngdsuuinislaldusnisauns
uwnndiionnuay sounldvuniuuimsiunmsunmsiidnuusdudounnntu uavends
ruvesUszmalnglunivesmsfiiuinismensunmdiiligeauiuly Uszneufunmunn
waznsuinsiaalulafuazyaansilimsinuiituesfufiensu udminussmelne
UszauingRiasugiaidle w.a. 2540 vilisasmsliuinsnumeuialulsmenuiaensu
anas msznguauiiselagsiglivinvaniiseldanas Tsmeuiaensuisuiusiilag
msLLa’N‘msﬂalﬁmﬂﬂmwmmammhxLmﬁﬁfﬁ’wé’ﬁaquﬁﬁmmmu Sgunaluvaiiuds
wilemalunsuflayniasvgiauasiiuneldliiudsemaainmsliuinissisand
Faldrmuaunugvsmansisgnsmansmatauliussmdlneduausnaaunmuesiode
(WA 2547-255) wazwrugvsmansnisiaulivszwalvedugudnarsguamuiuiyd
(.7, 2553-2557) lunansion ilefgauazdsaiumssnumeiuiaiiieuinsvaswa
mm"wL‘ﬁumimmLquqwﬁmam%ﬁgmqﬁaﬂm’ﬂ@’fﬁmmmwmwuathfmumﬂ%’g&hqe] i
Aeates TiuA nsensansisagy nTensimsviesiionasfivn nsenTen1snda nsenag
ydiesd \udu ilendndiliinisdaaduniadugudnarimenisunng (Medical Hub) ifndu
wazUszaumudnsalunaujun

paandatszezinavesnIRniununeldunugnsmandsiaans nrsiisiuan
YR funmsinsmeualudsealnediniulpssiduiannUssmauny
pfupn ez Tuoannany il nuaedens fusendeddldasfeunnudiSevesleus
Taglfaiadaiudnussmaiionsedunasiiuyuyarmarswgio Joededuq idaeiums
danfumssnumenunalulssmdlnevessmsmenatiiatunieusunsiauiluniaenty
TouA nsfidaulsmenuadildfunsuseanassusiaseme iy JC Nty 52
Padosumadaainamsumdifiinnduhunadulssnaunasugiaonfou edslsia
naifiutuesiuauT Rty meuameldsduaiinnuleuie g
gmsmanslaifntundoutunmasiounnaniumsniiidunanssnufiAedufussuuguam
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vosUszmalng Taslawzognsbslunivemineinsyanavnansunmgiliuinig ilesan
ningnsyanalunislinisinumeunanulneddutiagtulssauiuanizviauaay uiii
Ssunadmnumegionlunmaifiudiuuyeains uidoaszanuiiviin wazameuwnuiilady
Houiuludlefleuiuliinanuiigesiufisveu suvdamannssuusisms vinlvumeduay
weruadnInduunilsindulasiesnansnisuaznsvhauluniasslaesuluyheuly
Tsswenunalenay agvieunnzausslua (brain drain) flazifnnsindeutefdsnuainme
$glusmaenau visil meensuudliuinmamdnuigiurinssseninmeldulue
dnaSumadugudnansnamsunms (Medical Hub) wansswansemutssnsviefiiniu
fuszuuguanealsemelne Yedunmdnusznmaniaveaulevisduaiuninduguinais

NNITUNNE (Medical Hub) vosUsemAlng Aensivuauleuieidnwvagnsmuawuy \*

UWasa (top-down approach) namde masgduniadunanlunisiuusuleuiy lag
FUTIMUNUMEMIIBIUNIATAeY TAgdeadiorvumleuiesinunmsdiiunisny
wugvsmansiiteliAnnadnsvesnsduaiulaeiinimenvududiiunumddgyliuins
MIswmETIaYIIEIsR dnuasiiisduiliianssitaunumainaiaussedealy
m'ﬁfﬁ’mumu,awi’wLﬁuuiamsﬁ'wﬁ’mﬁamsmwmaﬂﬁsmuﬁmﬁ]Lﬁm%uﬁuwuuqsumwsum
Ussnalneiliuinsaulnedundn

v v v aw
JaLaUauUZNlAINN15IVY

NMsagUkazeAUsIenaidenla vilviaunsalidoiauauug na1afe

1) msivuasazanduuleuenisiduaudnananiaunng (Medical Hub) eashivn
APEIIINIAST NAeNTY waznaUsedruidiunnlunisiruatazaiivuleuiy
matlitelasuyuuaanseusulumsudlvdymuasussimuansenuiinduiussuuguam
wanvaslseme lnglanznialszandinuanansansivaeunagvitaiausiuziuleueiiin
=3 v A g vo = ¢ ¥ o 9 d' ad o w
Fuanmasgiielmilafaausylevdvesnisiiuinissnvmeuaiieaulumnadud iy

2) npsguaznAentumsInsinalnwasiuInslunsuustunslanineinsnienis
wingsauiulaganizninensyana n1snnaenyudugliuinisddynielanisdu
AudnamaNIsunng (Medical Hub) uazninensyarausaiulavalugnatensuiitensli
a & N v ] v v a o X A o
Usmaneaulngifinglaasuazyisassmaninaniuuinisludseinag visll ieshwiauna
sgninan1siiusnstunmaensuiaznasgibugiiusnmamanlussuuguawesUszne
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v o (4 a v & 1
oAU UUTAINSUN1TIAS B LY
nveAswolUAsualiun3Telszdny lnganemAudaUsnandnm
o a & ¢ ¢ . Aa
HansgnureInsauuleviensidugudnatanienisunmg (Medical Hub) nilsessuy
guamaetseinalve Welilivsiuravesnsaniiuuleuvieidmansenuiinduiussuy
guamaassemalngogtsdaou Nl ieUselevilunislideiauouuglunisussimuazan
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