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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to examine the consistency of a causal model of
factors influencing the political participation of first-time voters in Thailand with empirical
data, to analyze the mediating effects of digital political competence and political attitudes
on the relationship between digital media exposure and political participation, to test the
measurement invariance of the political behavior model across multi-groups between first-
time voters in Bangkok and regional areas, and to propose policy recommendations for
enhancing digital citizenship and appropriate political communication mechanisms for Thai
youth based on empirical evidence. A quantitative approach was employed, collecting data
from 700 voters nationwide via a multi-stage, systematic sampling design. Data were analyzed
using Structural Equation Modeling (SEM) and Multi-group Analysis.

The results indicated that the causal model provided an excellent fit to the empirical
data (X?/df = 1.854, GFI = 0.962, CFI = 0.985, TLI = 0.978, RMSEA = 0.042, SRMR = 0.031).
Digital media exposure exerted a significant direct effect on political participation and a
significant indirect effect through digital political competence and political attitudes,
functioning as partial mediators. Furthermore, the measurement invariance test confirmed
scalar invariance across groups, with no significant differences in causal paths between urban
and regional cohorts.

These findings lead to policy recommendations emphasizing proactive digital
competence development and political attitude adjustment to foster sustainable digital

citizenship.

Keywords: Digital Citizenship / Political Participation / Structural Equation Modeling (SEM)
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*MUBLAR: ** p < .01, *** p < .001; DE = Direct Effect, IE = Indirect Effect, TE = Total Effect

M1319% 6 AFUNANIITVIARDUANNAFIULALAFIUTEANSENENE (Standardized Estimates)

duNAg1u (Hypothesis Paths) wan1smagau P (Std.) S.E. t-value (CR) p-value

H1: DME — ATT Atuayu 045  0.052 8.654 e
H2: DME —> DPE atuAyu 0.38  0.048 7.917 Hxx
H3: ATT — PART Atuayu 0.32  0.061 5.246 Hxx
H4: DPE —> PART Atuayu 0.28  0.055 5.091 e
H5: DME —> PART (Direct) Atuayu 0.15  0.042 3.571 Hxx

PN *** p < .001, DME = MsiUaSude, ATT = viAuAd, DPE = aussausana, PART = n15dl

AU
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v A aa v

NANTNA 5 Uag 6 WuimsiUasudenivia (DME) denasengAnssun1sldiusiu (PART)

FumuUsdIuisaesineg 1 iiTud1Aynieadia (E = 0.25, p < .001) Inetdunsaasiuuuy Partial

(Y =

Mediation 19331085 wan19m39 (DE = 0.15) FensdidvdAgy arulszdnSainvosluna
(Coefficient of Determination) A1 R? = 0.58 UstAUsianualulunailaiuisasauduaiuie
AnlsUTUTRIgRnssunslidusunnsdedateiesay 58.00 Fudummeuinguszasden 2

WUszaAn 3 nagauanuliudsiasuvanisinluszaunings

va o

Adelaniunsvageua kiU T UREUYRIN T InTENINNENAI 0N SNUTIN JUNNUMIUAS

[
=1

(n=350) wazituidiugiinig (n=350) lagldnsiasiziinguny (Multi-group Analysis) Lieguguin
wnsiayadianuminsuaglasiasiafertuluisgeinguivui lgfia1su1nA1ALLANA1Yes
puilmnugenndes (A CFl < 0.010 wag A RMSEA < 0.015) a1unausiaed Cheung & Rensvold

(2002) Fanandlunsei 7

M15199 7 wan1svadeuANliLUsURsuYeIN TinsenIniiunngunne wazniinia (n = 700)

LUUAIABINITNAEDU NANI3
X2 df CFlI RMSEA ACFI ARMSEA -

(Invariance Models) WATU
1. Configural Invariance (M1)  382.41 192 0.982 0.038 - - Al
2. Metric Invariance (M2) 396.15 204 0.981 0.037 0.001 0.001 W
3. Scalar Invariance (M3) 412.82 216 0979 0.036 0.002 0.001 W

‘:4' ! a ¢ . & = v
INENTNN 7 NUIMANITAATIENR Configural Invariance (M1) Tuinaiiuguiiauaenndos
TudeyaeUseindlunvassnauiuiiegeiidey Wanmualvr1iiminesduseneu (Factor
Loadings) Yaevisaaanguvinfiu (Metric Invariance M2) wudndn CFl wasuudasiuiiies 0.001 uay
Wervualia1gadawny (Intercepts) Wi (Scalar Invariance M3) wuiia1 A CFI wirriu 0.002
FariunueinnsgIunnseau duduinuinsindanuliulsidsulusedu Strong Invariance
dy a = % a £ v ! ! &I P P = A % 1 1=
waNIN Nan1sUSsuigudNUsEansIdunaTenianguiuiuanslilunsen 8 Feduduinlud

ANLLANANNTDIBVE AT MR sERIenguiLingamn uaziinia Wunsneuinguszasidei 3
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o,

a a

a = = o o ! A A a
M1919N 8 ﬂ']iL‘IJTEJ‘ULVIEJ'Uﬁll‘Uiga‘V]ﬁLaqu\‘iﬁzwqqﬂﬂQNWUWﬂiﬂW]'W°'| LLa&QﬂJﬂqﬂ (n = 700)

Hunednina ngunnwe  gilana AINOAAIY NAN1S3
(Hypothesis Paths) B) B) uaneing (C.R.) Wisuigu
1. DME—> ATT 0.48*** 0.42%** 1.124 laiunnsng
2. DME — DPE 0.35%** 0.41%** -1.056 laiunnsng
3. ATT — PART 0.34** 0.30%** 0.892 laiunnsng
4. DPE —> PART 0.25%* 0.31%% -1.135 Talumneing
5. DME — PART 0.14%* 0.16** -0.428 Talumneing

[y

PR ** p < .01, *** p < .001; A1 C.R. > |1.96] hanatamnuunnssag1aiidedAayd fisedu .05

UszaIAN 4 Tarauauuigauleuny

aa o

ﬂ’]ﬂﬁdaﬂ’ﬁ’mEJ‘V]EJ‘L!EJu’JW?{lIiiﬂuuVI’Nﬂ’ﬁLZLIENﬂQVlaLLﬁu'Vlﬂ‘LlﬂGWl’]ﬂﬂ?iLlI’eNVl’]WU’W]LUum’JLLUﬁ

I Ao w

dwhufiddy uarluwaiinnuaaduamiiisae fifeiniiauedaausuusndalonedieluil

d5duazanusnena

HANTITEEUEUIN uuueamnvesladeidimadanginssunisildiusiuninisileaes

1% a [

nAu First-time Voters luusgwmelngifideimuniy dauaeandesiudeyalisuszdnsluseaua

U

U 1 13 ! a o o w

B Inedvdinseduaninunatnaunndiniunaeiiinssiuainasg1eiedfa wansliiiuin

9 3 v
Tassaseanuduiusszninansleiude inund aussauzAidva waznginssunisddiusou 1Uu
TumafifimuudsdenazansaliilungufeSuieusingnisainisnisdeseugnvulneluga
Jaqulaass

HAN1TIdEEUSUIFUUEEImalinuaennrsiuteyalisUseIndluseauadey (Aull

mmaamé’aqmné"gmummsﬁ) AT NUANSASNIULUY Partial Mediation HIUANSIOULAINALAY

e

NAUARNIINITIH D I@EJI@JL@@&Iﬂ’)?llﬂ\‘lLﬁuﬂfl’ﬂﬁ’Jinmﬂ wwmaamma@mmmaaué’wmami

a

LN@J?”%’J’NﬂNLV]W"I LLﬁ‘“ﬂiJﬂ’]ﬂl@E]EJN o Agy \‘ﬁ,ﬁ']EJ@”LE]EJG]ﬂ’TiE]ﬂU'ﬁ']EJﬂW]@IUU

o

A aa

1. INTWAN1INTIVBINSIUATUTDAR

VianangANTSY

HANNTITENUIN DME H8vSnan1ensarie PART eehsditudaty (B = 0.15, p < .01) @onndes
fu o3 a deuiuy uaz SUUR uTuLTe (2568) uar Xenos et al. (2014) Aiszyindefdviatavan
guassaiddlassainauaznszdumsLansoanyanIidies (Mobilization) oenslsfiniu Svswavnanssd

J £ o Ao v & 1 v A = 1 a L 1A o =
ﬂE]“lJ”U']Wﬂ“ZJIMLWU’NﬂWiiUﬁQL‘WEN@EJ'NLG]EJ’JENI?,JLWEN‘W’EJ‘W]ﬂ“U']@G]’JLLiJiL“UE)iJIENﬂ']EJIu
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C%

2. NalNNSEINIUNIUNAUARLALENTTOULAINS

UsuihuladidnresnuiduRedvswadriu (IE = 0.25, p < .001) Tag (1) unumues ATT:

DME —> ATT (B = 0.45) — PART (B = 0.32) @onndafiu Theory of Planned Behavior fiszuin

)

v dutaderihnengdnssuiiduudsiian uas (2) unuwves DPE: DME — DPE (B = 0.38)

— PART (B = 0.28) @onnassiu Vraga et al. (2015) fivawedn Political Efficacy \dunalniudey
Ms3uigmstuindeudagn

4

3. lnnnidlassasisduiunuaznsnaneiune)iaans

[

NANISNIULNAE Scalar Invariance wazAn C.R. Mlifiduddnlunndunie asvouliiui

o q

dondviavinuindu "The Great Equalizer’ (Norris, 2001) Tngnsguiun1stnnamiensiiieswiuée

a Y]

a ~ < Y] Y v aa Y a
W"\]‘VlaGU't’]\TLEJ'T]%uvLV]EJMWJ']MLUUL@ﬂﬂ’]WV]']“UigLVIﬂ #AOAAADINY FANTTU SUIUURUY (2568) LLag

<9

1AW UIANTNINLG1IV UL DILALYUUNT WU UBHUNITLAIUSINAAIU

Forauanuziildainnisive

1. Jaauauuzidauleune

1.1 vieuniady 019 nIenseAdIvaiiorsugauazden WATNTENTNAITAANANY
INPANEAST IFPUATUTANTIN (97.) mwjimmwé’ﬂqmaaumﬂ%m%mﬁaﬁ%ﬁa 1AgAITLEY
NN5A379 "AUTIAULNINTLBATNR" 1w NIRRT Iwideyat1ans (Critical Data Literacy) uag
M3nsIvdeutvany (Fact-checking) islienvuiinuiulavasaunsalddeifionsidiusu
pgnsasvasIALazUaansiy

1.2 AEnsUNSANSLEeNd (Nnn.) LLazmi’ammmﬂ%’gmiw'ﬁsmwwmmm@’mzmasﬁa%a
(Information Provider) mﬂu@’a%’w "wannasuUfdunus" (Interactive Platforms) e
mia%qﬁuﬁﬂﬁﬁuﬁuéaﬁﬁaﬁﬂaamﬁa (Safe Digital Public Sphere) fidsasulovuiniiaund
Fauansenisiidusan Tnsantesinasenined fnuaule Ui laslensusIunIsE e sL U0 NI

Y

(Two-way Communication) ilelsiiAnmssudindeswesunimiumnesonisimunaiienisuseme

1.3 flesannuansiseBuduinlifirnuunnsrseslumasevinaingamme wazniinia 113y
Jamsnsznesviszanalunisatvayunguianssneivuluszduriesdulnldies esllofdvia
Tumstuiedeuuloveseiviind WelhiAnnisfdusuiduudainfionsuinsena dedu

NTaNDARLTINLTILaIEENES19AUYITIBY (Bridging the Geographic Engagement Gap)
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Foauauuzlumsiseademely

1. M3iinTIeReRun1m (Qualitative Research) Wi nsdun1walldadnvIanIsaunuINgy
(Focus Group) Wi etanzdnds "dnvarveadenn” (Content Analysis) Tud o 3staiidnase
M5aBuLUaAuARve e B8 19T AN F9stisveAINan1T ATz luliea SEM
Tidiauguinuniy

2. mﬁ%’a‘tuamﬂmmiﬁﬂmLﬂaﬁiﬂmaauﬁ’mejmﬂwmmézmi'aﬁu (Wu Gen X 1139 Baby
Boomer) il enaaauauliuysiUdsuvednuudiass (Measurement Invariance) IIUYI907¢
Faatrelrdlanannisaoansmemsilosesaulnglunnsanfinietu

3. pasfinsansnUsfianaimidusaudsiiu (Moderator) wu sedupalinsdaly
an1dunsies (Political Trust) wieUsvinnvedleduaiifedild (wu TikTok vs Twitter 3o X)
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