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Abstract

This research aims to study the local wisdom on reed mat production as well as proposing guidelines for
raising the level of reed mat products by applying creative economy at Nongkoh Village, Ta Triang Tia Sub-
district, Lamduan District, Surin Province. Using qualitative research methods which main contributors are
community leaders, village headmen, members of SAO, teachers, monks, and members of the reed mats group,
totaling 50 people. Interviewing and participatory observation were used for data collection and analyzed with
content analysis techniques. The results found that original wisdom of reed mat products used local resources
Transformed into mats for use and exchange in the community. There is a process inherited from the elderly or
those who have knowledge and advice for children using a hand-woven pattern on the floor. There are basically
2 types of materials used to weave; standing lines, using jute and line using the triangle papyrus. These local
wisdoms has been transferred from the ancestors to their next generation. The main raw material for weaving
reed mats is the queen Papyrus which products of the group include folding mat, roll mat, asana, and etc. The
highlight of the product is hand-made, hand-woven method, sitting on the floor and made from local ingredients
while the weakness are a form of product that does not have variety, no unique pattern and chemical dyed. The
guidelines for product upgrading are developing the product to have a variety of styles and developing patterns
that are unique to the local area. Furthermore, design and packaging should focus on the naturally colored. This
trend is preferred by the international market and it is also reduce production costs. Training should also be
provided on product quality control in standard and providing knowledge on creating a practical business plan in

order to reduce operational risks.
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