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Abstract

It is universally accepted that everyone has freedom of belief and religion. In other words,
the denial of freedom of belief and religion must not be allowed in any circumstances. This is
evidenced in international law basis that protect such freedom and restrict the violation of the right
to freedom of belief and religion. Thai society is recognized as one of the societies that widely accept
every religion, or some people might recognize that there is a multi-religious coexistence in Thailand.
Even though most Thai people are Buddhists, others who are not Buddhists are treated equally.
Considering the importance of religion representatives whether a Buddhist monk, novice, holy man,
clergyman, or religious leader of any religions, it can be seen that such persons have played
important roles in the Thai context including contributing to preserve and maintain of their religions
and contributing to promote peace in society. Accordingly, the objective of this research was to study
the specific characteristic of Thai society giving precedence to such persons together with
international concepts, especially the concept of hate crimes in order to show that an aggravated
circumstance on the offence of murder of a Buddhist monk, novice, holy man, clergyman or religious
leader of any religions due to religious hatred is necessary and should be introduced in Thai law. In
this research the author has studied on many documents such as criminal provisions imposed for
crimes against the concept of religious protection in several countries that there are many different
forms including specific provisions, provisions of increasing the punishment and provisions that allow
the court to apply a discretion for increasing the punishment and Thai laws relating to religious

representatives such as Three seals Code of Law, The Penal Code of Siam R.S. 127 and The Sangha
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Act B.E. 2505. According from the study, this research has proposed that an aggravated
circumstance on the offence of murder of a Buddhist monk, novice, holy man, clergyman or religious
leader of any religions due to religious hatred should be added as Section 289(8) under the Thai

criminal code.
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