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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to develop a causal model of alcoholic drinking
behavior. The model comprised five latent variables: sensation seeking, positive expectancy,
negative expectancy, drinking motives, and alcoholic drinking behavior. The sample consisted of
500 undergraduates in Lao People’s Democratic Republic, selected by stratified random sampling.
LISREL 8.80 was used for descriptive statistics and causal model analysis.

Results indicated that the causal model of alcoholic drinking behavior was consistent
with the empirical data: Chi-square test of goodness of fit = 52.86, df =73, x/df= 0.72, p =.96, GFI
=.99, AGFI =.97, CFI = 1.00, NFI = 1.00, NNFI = 1.00, SRMR =.02, RMSEA = .00. The variables
in the model accounted for 79% of the variance in alcoholic drinking behavior. Drinking motives
had a positive direct effect on drinking behavior. Sensation seeking, positive expectancy had a
positive indirect effect on drinking behavior, while negative expectancy had a negative indirect
effect on drinking behavior through drinking motives. The results indicated that drinking behavior
of undergraduates was mainly determinated by drinking motives.

Keywords: alcoholic drinking behavior, sensation seeking, outcome expectancy, drinking motive
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