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Abstract

The purposes of this study were: 1) to construct an English learning motivation scale for upper-
secondary school students; 2) to verify the construct validity of the scale; and 3) to derive norms for the scale.
The sample consisted of 1,619 upper-secondary school students (academic year 2012-2013) residing under
Kratie Province, the Kingdom of Cambodia. Descriptive statistics and scale quality measures were obtained
by means of SPSS. The validity and reliability of the scale was further tested by means of a second order
confirmatory factor analysis using LISREL 8.80.

The research findings were:

1. The English learning motivation scale consisted of 4 components; adaptive cognition, adaptive
behavior, maladaptive cognition, and maladaptive behavior. The total scale reliability (Cronbach’s aipha)
was .94.

2. The construct validity of the English learning motivation scale was demonstrated by the fit
measures resulting from a confirmatory factor analysis: chi-square=35.17; p=28, df=27, GFI=.99, AGFI=.97,
CFI=1.00, SRMR=.03 and RMSEA=.02.

3. The norms for the English learning motivation scale for upper secondary school students were
constructed as follows: a student with a percentile rank at 77.01 or higher was deemed to have a high level of
English learning motivation; a percentile rank from 23.01 to 77.00 indicated an average of motivation level,
and a percentile rank at 23.00 or lower was indicative of a low level of English learning motivation.

Keywords: English learning motivation, confirmatory factor analysis, upper-secondary students in the
Kingdom of Combodia
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