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Follow-Up and Evaluation of Three Scholarship Projectsfor
Promoting Staff Development in Higher Education in
Thailand*

Seree Chadcham
Suchada Kornpetpanee, Larry R. Nelson
Anchalee Srikolchan, and Poonpong Suksawang
College of Research Methodology and Cognitive 8eien
Burapha University, Thailand

Abstract

This study involved three scholarship projects giesi to promote staff development in Thai
education: the Instructor Development Project, limgtructor Development in Critical Shortage Fielmject,
and the Instructor Development for the Informatidmmpus of Thailand Project. Objectives were t@ssshe
working results of the projects; to follow up ore tprogress of the scholarship recipients; to sttioky
satisfaction of the scholarship recipients and bigbducation institutions; and to examine probleafistacles,
suggestions and needs of the scholarship recipamdsinstitutions. Data were gathered in severaysvdn-
depth interviews were used with four administratansl fund officials in the Office of the Higher Edtion
Commission, while structured interviews were usit farty-eight administrators and fund officials twenty-
four higher education institutions. Questionnaivesre developed to survey the 2,336 scholarsluipients
who had graduated and resumed working. Quantiatista analysis focused on the calculation of bigta
descriptive statistics, while qualitative data warelyzed though content analysis and analyticatidn.

Findings were as follows:

1. The performance of the three projects achiebedset objectives. Of the 7,422 scholarships
allocated, 3,490 recipients (47.02%) had finisheeirtstudy, with the majority of the rest still aggd in study
at the time of the research.

2. Regarding progress after graduation, it was fibtimat 71.24% held instructor appointments, 22%
assistant professorships,59% associate professorships, with 0.17% appointrigtie full professor level.

3. Regarding the satisfaction of the recipients higher education institutions, it was found thae t
recipients and institutions expressed a high lefelerall satisfaction.

4. The problems and obstacles noted had to doredgipients receiving their funds late, changing the
fund officials too often, and a scholarship marthat was not updated. Officials suggested thatetisbiould be
a revision of the manual every academic year.duiten, higher institutions recommended more fogdi

5. Most of the scholarship recipients in the thpeejects resumed working after their graduation.
Only 0.66 percent resigned, and 0.70 percent tearesi to other institutions before the compensaperiod
ended—major reasons related to family movement

Keywords: program evaluationinstructor development project, instructor in théical shortage fields,
information campus

*This research was supported by the Office of the Higher Education Commission, Thailand.
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