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ABSTRACT

Academic dishonesty among university students affects the integrity of teaching, learning and
evaluation. Honest students are probably often unfairly judged. Dishonest students may carry their dishonest
behavior into their world of work. Dishonest behavior among students can lead to a societal distrust of
educational institutions. In an attempt to better understand the factors affecting student dishonesty, the impact
of four independent variables on dishonesty behavior was investigated. The variables were attitude towards
academic dishonesty, peer perceptions, perceived behavioral control, and intention to conduct academic
dishonesty. Multi-disciplinary samples were drawn from year 2005 and 2006 cohorts at a state university, with
a total sample size of 1,224 students. A causal-relationship model was developed in the 2005 cohort, and cross-
validated in the 2006 cohort.

The model was found to match empirical data (chi-square value of 0.57 with 6 degrees of freedom,
p = 1.00; goodness of fit index and adjusted goodness of fit index both at 1.00), accounting for 22% of
dependent variable variance when cross-validated. Two of the independent variables were causally linked to
dishonest behavior: intention to conduct academic dishonesty and peer perceptions. It is suggested that
university administrators give greater attention to detecting and preventing dishonesty, and endeavor to

promote an enhanced awareness of academic integrity within the academic community.
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