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DEVELOPMENT OF A CAUSAL RELATIONSHIP MODEL OF
EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE FOR LOWER
SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS'

Savanee Werapan

Phitsanulok College, Thailand

ABSTRACT

Research objectives were to develop and validate a causal relationship model of Emotional
Intelligence for lower secondary school students. The sample consisted of 1,000 lower secondary school
students under the jurisdiction of the Olffice of Basic Education Commission in the Eastern Region,
Thailand, academic year 2002. Research instruments included the Student Personal Information
Questionnaire, the Child Rearing Practices Questionnaire, the Family Communication Questionnaire, the
Personality Scale, the Social Support Questionnaire, the Interaction between Teacher and Student
Questionnaire, and the Emotional Intelligence Scale. Data were analyzed by descriptive statistical
analysis through SPSS, and the causal relationship model was validated with LISREL 8.50.

Results indicated that the adjusted model was consistent with empirical data. Model validation
measures were found to be: chi-square = 1.08, df = 11, p = 1.00, GFI = 1.00, AGFI = 0.98, CFI = 1.00,
SRMR = 0.002, and RMSEA = 0.00. The variables in the model accounted for 94 percent of the variance
of Emotional Intelligence. Variables with a statistically significant direct effect on Emotional Intelligence
were student personality, social support, family communication, and child rearing practices. Variables
having a statistically significant indirect effect on Emotional Intelligence were interaction between teacher

and student, and sex.

* Masters thesis of Department of Educational Research and Measurement, Burapha University under the advice

of Suchada Kornpetpanee, Ph.D. and Assoc. Prof. Kaewta Kanawan, Ph. D.
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